
 

 



 

 

 
 
Local Area Contact Members: 
  

Home Counties (north): Refer to John D Watson (pro tem)  
Home Counties (east): John D Watson: - as above 
Midlands: Mark Staley:  01332-723927 mark.staley2@ntlworld.com 
New Forest & District: Keith Baker: 01794-340490                                                                                        
keith@1000fluffyclouds.co.uk 
Mid-Wales: Jeremy Evans:   - as above 
South Wales: Brian North:  02920-619796  
South East: Charlie Killick: - as above 
Yorkshire: Ken Elliot: 0781 7248764 elliott1968@yahoo.com 

The NG Owners Club — Officers & Contacts 

President: Nick Green 

Vice President: John Hoyle 

Chairman: John D Watson (JW) 
15 Braywood Avenue, Egham, Surry, TW20 9LY 
Tel: 07951-466206 e-mail: johnd_watson@yahoo.co.uk 

Events 
Co-ordinator: 

Dave Woolgar 
e-mail: dwoo745786@aol.com 

Membership  
Secretary: 

Bob Morrison 
105 Battle Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 1UD 
e-mail: rmorri1847@aol.com 

Treasurer: Teresa Goodbun 
43 West Court Lane, Shepherds Well, Dover, Kent, CT15 7PT 
Tel: 01304-830206, e-mail: teemgoody@aol.com 

Magazine Editor: Charlie Killick 
Windrush, Bitchet Green, Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0ND 
Tel: 01732-761302, e-mail:  ngoceditor@gmail.com 

Technical Liaison: Dave Woolgar 
e-mail: dwoo745786@aol.com 

Website  
Manager: 

Mike Peel (www.ngownersclub.org.uk) 
mike@mikepeel.co.uk 

Facebook 
Mediator: 

Jeremy Evans (www.facebook.com/groups/NG.Owners/) 
e-mail: ngmrtoad@gmail.com 
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Contributions Please  

 Been anywhere interesting, done anything ‘Õ newsyÕ‘ in your NG, or to 
your NG; do you have an entertaining story to tell ?? 

         Please send in a few words and pictures for  

Please send your contributions for the Summer issue by the end of 
July to ngoceditor@gmail.com.  

Remember, without your input there would be no magazine!  

  Thank You 
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ChairmanÕs Message 

Hello Everyone, and welcome to the spring revival. 
Yes I know weÕre now moving towards summer, but 
as I write I still have some bulbs coming through. 
ItÕs clear the warmer weather is here…. For now at 
least. 

Before I go on to mention anything else, I want to 
thank our editor, Charlie, for a fascinating ‘Special SouvenirÕ issue. The 
cover itself is a real masterpiece of detective work in being able to 
locate all those back issues of ChangiNGear! For many of the long serving 
members, the articles will certainly send some of you down memory lane, 
and for the more recent members evidence of the rich history and club 
friendly people that in the past has helped to shape the NG movement. 
That legacy lives on today with the present enthusiastic members, and 
long may it do so.  

Well, despite the changing weather conditions many NGÕs have still 
managed to get out. It goes without saying that most events feature 
Charlie KillickÕs and Dave WoolgarÕs cars, but many others are airing 
their steeds after the winter break. There have been some excellent 
events already this year. The Heritage Transport Show, Detling, saw a 
number of NGÕs turn up, always a popular and friendly show. Whether 
your interest is in classic cars, buses, coaches, or even remote controlled 
vehicles, thereÕs something that would have interested you. More 
recently, in fact yesterday, as I write this, 6 of us drove to Headcorn 
Aerodrome as our local South East ‘Drive it DayÕ. Beautiful weather, and 
the opportunity to watch the Spitfire make a few take offs and landings 
and a biplane aerobatic team treated us with a training display. A great 
venue any time to visit.    

Finally, and talking of events, I really hope youÕve marked your calendar 
with the dates of our National Rally in June. For those arriving on the 
Friday itÕs the 20th, otherwise itÕs the 21st and 22nd . 

For more places to meet and greet, I leave you to check out Dave 
WoolgarÕs list of places to go. See pages 10-14 

ThatÕs my wanderings for now. Enjoy safe and fun loving days in your 
NGs.  

John 
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Words from our Events Secretary 

 As I write this piece in early April “Spring has 
sprung” and all around is lifeÕs new growth. This 
old saying reminds me of the theme tune from 
Jack Hargreaves wonderful Out of Town 
programme shown on Southern Television which 
I recently noticed is being aired once again on 
Talking Pictures TV.  Jack was one of 
televisionÕs finest communicators who, in my 
opinion, had an unique ability to make anything interesting from the set 
that appeared to be a shed at the bottom of his garden!  I digress, but 
that saying is so true when you see the first indicators of better days 
ahead as daffodils, primroses and then bluebells reach towards the 
light. There is much to look forward to in the coming months. 

We have already had The Heritage Transport Show at the Kent County 
Showground which was an NG Owners Club event with six members 
enjoying the day. By the time you read this members will have gathered 
at Headcorn Aerodrome for The Federation of Historic Vehicle Clubs 
‘Drive it DayÕ which the Club supports annually, hopefully there is a 
report in this issue. Last year this fantastic annual fund-raising event 
made over £40,000 in aid of the NSPCCÕs Childline Service. So, if you 
have a chance, please do get involved in such charitable fund-raising 
meetings in your area, either with your fellow NG Owners Club 
members or local classic car groups. 

Many of the events and meetings listed in the accompanying pages have 
come to me via my own research and Facebook.  We are very lucky to 
have so many events that we can enjoy with our NGÕs as it is great to 
meet up with fellow like-minded enthusiasts.  It is impossible to post 
everything that might be of interest on Facebook as it would fill the 
NG page which would be inappropriate, so I do have to be selective but 
I am always keen to post meetings in areas of the country that are 
somewhat lacking in coverage. As always; If you go, let us know which a 
report and a few photos for this magazine or the NG Facebook page. 

So where can you find out about meetings in your area?  I would 
recommend joining the Facebook pages that provide specific 
information about forthcoming meetings.  Most are classic car age 
related gatherings as very few are kit car related these days.  To 
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 assist you with locating events in your area I have included three of the 
best suggestions that you can follow up at the top of the regular events 
page in this magazine. When online or on Facebook a good search starting 
point is; Classic car meeting in my area, this week / weekend.  

Finally, do please attend the NG Owners Club National Rally this year and 
join with us to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Changing Gear 
magazine. 20th - 25th of June at the lovely Riverside Caravan Park at 
Stratford Upon Avon. Arrangements are in place along with the catering 
for the evening meal on the Friday night in The Galley Restaurant and in 
the Undercroft for the Saturday evening buffet.  Details and booking in 
this issue. 

On a personal note, I had to update my annual insurance milage allowance 
up to 7,500 from the usual 5,000 yesterday to carry me through to the 
renewal in May! It is quite difficult to believe that I have driven the TA 
that far in under eleven months to see what is around the next bend.  
For example, just this morning, I had a fantastic drive along the South 
Downs to two different breakfast meetings and visited a village that I 
have never been before with the most breathtaking views. ItÕs not about 
miles per gallon, itÕs about the smiles per gallon you are driving your NG! 

Thought for the day 

When you are next at a meeting in your NG with families and children 
who take an interest in your car, spend a few minutes talking to them 
about how it was built and how much you enjoy driving it.  Let them sit in 
it to feel for themselves what it is like, I often find that adults are as 
enthusiastic about doing that as the children!  You never know, taking the 
time to spend with them in conversation could inspire the next 
generation to to take up our hobby or even become the engineers and 
problem solvers of the future rather than dumb scrollers.  Everything 
starts as a single spark, a thought that manifests our imagination into 
something physical.  

“The person who says it cannot be done, should not interrupt the person 
doing it” – a Chinese proverb apparently.  

Happy motoring my fellow NGÕers  

Dave.  



 

7 

 
 From the Editor 
No sooner had the commemorative issue been 
finished, printed and posted out than it was time to 
start on the regular spring issue.  
This year the spring weather has been kinder than 
for the last few years so there have been plenty of 
events to tempt you and your cars from winter 
slumbers and posts on Facebook show that NGers 
are getting out and about and cars are being prepared in readiness for 
summer but this hasnÕt been reflected in articles sent in to me for 
publication in the mag. After the great response that I got for requests 
for things for the commemorative issue IÕd hoped for more for this 
issue. Many thanks for those who have sent articles but to all the 
readers of the magazine, please, if you are out in you NG in the coming 
months please take a few photos and share your adventures. 
The next magazine will include the Rally report so, if you are going, 
whether itÕs your first or 41st time, please send in your report, with a 
few photos.  
Judging by Facebook posts there are many NGs undergoing rebuilds both 
major and minor, and still a few new builds. This issue includes the 
second part of Nick HoustonÕs account of his build, this covering getting 
his TF through IVA and registration. So, take heart and press on, it will 
be worth it when you take to the road.  
 
2025 NG OWNERS CLUB MEMBERS SURVEY 
So that the NG Owners Club can best serve the interests of its members 
we need to seek your opinion from time to time. Things change over the 
years and with so many of our original builders passing on their cars to 
new custodians we feel that it is vital to be able to share as much 
information about the cars, club and our interests as we can. This is the 
only way that the health of our cars and club can be maintained into the 
future.  All this is dependent upon YOUR input, so please spend a few 
minutes completing the questionnaire so that we can best know how to 
help you.  
The principal benefits of being a member of the NG Owners Club is 
access to information.  
Not only is this in regard to NGÕs but active or proposed legislation that 
may affect the enjoyment of our cars and how we use or maintain them.   
The NG Owners Club is a member of the Federation of Historic Vehicle 
Clubs (FHVC) and therefore has the support of a national representative 
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body.  Committee members attend their AGM on behalf of club 
members.  
The NG Owners Club is also a social hub that members have enjoyed 
over many years. 
Please visit the NG Owners Club website:  
 http://www.ngownersclub.org.uk/ and complete the 2025 survey. 
 

 Charlie   
 
 
Membership Mutterings 
If you do change your address or email just 
drop me a line and let me know. 
(rmorri1847@aol.com) That way we can make 
sure that your magazine gets to you and keep 
you all up to date with things that may be of interest. 
The club would like to welcome the following new members.  

Bob Morrison 
 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course with Õyour newsÕ to 
publish in ChangiNGear 

  - Thank you and Welcome, Charlie, Editor 

Peter Donbavand 1753 Preston 

William Stanton 1752 Bury 

Nigel Salmon 1751 Hampshire 

Mark Vernon 1750 Lancashire 
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 NG OWNERS CLUB 

TreasurerÕs report for year ending 31 December 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Teresa Goodbun 
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 2025 Event Calendar 

(BOLD denotes an NG Owners Club Event of interest) 
  

TO FIND OUT ABOUT CLASSIC CAR MEETINGS IN YOUR AREA 
VISIT AND SUBSCRIBE TO THE FOLLOWING WEB SITES 

www.classicshowsuk.co.uk 

www.carevents.com 

www.classiccarmeet.co.uk 

SOME OF THESE WEB SITES HAVE A HUGE LIST OF 
LINKS TO SINGLE MAKE CAR CLUBS, CLASSIC CAR 

CLUBS, MUSEUMS & ALIKE. 
 If you go let us know with a report and some photos for 
Changing Gear or the NG Facebook page. 

Sun 27th 
April 

Drive It Day 2025 Various 
locations.  SE meet up is 
Headcorn Aerodrome 

For rally plate / donation to 
Childline 
www.driveitday.co.uk 

Sun 11th of 
May 

Wallingford Vehicle Rally 
(popular NG gathering) 

www.wallingfordcarrally.org.uk 
(18 booked so far) 

Sun 11th May Valence Festival of Motoring 
Valence School, Westerham, 
Kent TN16 1QN  

www.valenceschool.com for 
tickets click on The Friends of 
Valence,  Festival of Motoring 

18th May Jorvik Car Run during festival 
(popular with NG owners) 

Check Website 

31st May – 1st 
June 

National Kit Car Show 
Malvern WR136NW 

Nationalkitcarshow.co.uk 
For tickets 

11th – 15th 
June 

24 Heures du Mans 
(A number of owners attend) 

Various ticket & package options 
available 

20th – 22nd 
June ‘25 

NG Owners Club National 
Rally.  Stratford Upon Avon 

BOOK ACCOMODATION 
NOW! 

3rd – 6th 
July 

Le Mans Classic 
(A number of owner attend) 

Various ticket & package options 
available 

27th July  Bromley Pageant Of Motoring, 
South of England Showground 
RH17 6TL  

www.bromleypageant.co.uk   
for tickets    

Sat. August 
16th 

The Capel Show 
RH5 5LB 

Popular NG Event 
Booking www.capelshow.co.uk 



 

11 

 
  

  Regular Meetings   

Always check Some may be seasonal always 
check with organisers 

Mostly Facebook but some also 
have web sites. 

Monthly 
  

Inglenook Classics.  Inglenook 
Farm. Rainsford WA118AE 

www.inglenookfarm.co.uk 

(Check dates online & FB) 
Throughout 
year 

Castle Combe Autumn Classic 
Race Meetings + other 
events. 

www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk 
Info only 

Monthly Caffeine & Classic 
Klondyke Garden Centre 
FK20XS  Scotland. 

Facebook 
(Need to check on this one, but 
could run through the year)? 

4 Meetings Hinkley Motor Show 
Town Centre LE101DD 

www.hinckleybid.co.uk & Face-
book for dates. 

1st Saturday Podium Breakfast Club 
Bone Lane, Newbury RG145 

Facebook / check 

1st Sunday Breakfast meeting.  
Nottingham Heritage Centre 
NG11 6JS 

Facebook 

9am – 11.30am 
1st & 3rd Sat. 
Check for ven-
ue 

Four Counties Classics 
Pub breakfast meets around 
North Surrey / Kent. 

Own & NG Facebook page. 
Bletchingley Arms is a regular 
SE area NG owners meeting. 

10am on.  
Various dates 

Past N Curious, 
East Sussex 

Own & NG Facebook page. 
Regular SE area NG owners 
meeting. 

1st Sunday of 
month 2pm – 
4pm 

Classic Car Sundays. Alton 
Hants. GU344BH 

Facebook 

1st Sundays 
April – Oct 
9am 

Wheels on the Waterfront 
Sovereign Harbour, 
Eastbourne. BN23SUZ 
Great b/fast venue 

Own & NG Facebook page. 
Regular SE area NG owners 
meeting. 

4th Sunday 
10.30 – 
12.00am 

Classic Cars & Coffee 
The Plough, Plumpton. 
BN73DF 

NG Facebook page 
Or email: tonyash62@gmail.com 

Regular SE area NG owners 
meeting. 

December NG Owners Club  
Christmas Lunch 

Sue Bolton 
See advert closer to date 
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 Various Alchester & Avon Classic 

Motoring Club. 
Facebook 

Various dates & 
times 

Port Solent Car Meet 
Some are themed. 

Facebook 

Various dates & 
times 

Wisbech & District Historic 
Vehicle Club 

www.wdhvc.com 

join club good events calendar. 
Saturdays 
From 9am 

Anchor Inn.  Lower Froyle 
Hampshire GU34 4NA 

Facebook 

Thursday 
Evenings in 
season 

The Hurst.  Winchfield 
RG27 8DE 

Pre – 1980Õs 
Pub meet from 6pm. 

4th Sunday of 
each month. 

Godalming Breakfast Run.  
Jack Phillips Pub. GU71HR 

Facebook 

2nd Saturday 
8.30am - on. 

Vintage Tyres Breakfast 
Meeting 
Beaulieu National Motor Mu-
seum. SO42 7ZN 

Facebook / check 

2nd Sunday 
10am – 1pm 

The Riverview Meet 
(Pre-2003) 
Forest Row RH18 5DW 

Facebook 

4th Sunday 
8.30am - on 

Horton Historic Vehicle Club 
Cross in Hands Old Sodbury 
BS37 6RJ 

Facebook 

2nd Sunday 
8.30 – 11.30am 

Black Swan Classic Car Meet 
Ockham, Surrey. KT11 1NG 

Facebook 

Monthly Horley Classic Car Meeting 
54, High Street, Horley. 
RH6 7BB 

Facebook / check 

Various dates Southern Classics.  Shows / 
meets 

www.southernclassics.org.uk 

Various dates Storrington & Dist. Classic & 
Sportscar Enthusiasts.  
Shows / meets 

www.sadcase.co.uk 

Some NG Owners are members 
1st & 3rd Sat. 
All Year 

The Coopers Arms.  Weston 
On Trent. DE722BJ 

www.coopers-arms.co.uk 

Various dates British Motor Museum, 
Gaydon 
Various events throughout 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

Facebook etc. 
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2ndTuesday 
evening April 

Gaydon Gatherings 
Anything interesting 

Tickets as above 

April – Sept 
10am 

Headcorn Classic Car  
Meetings.   
TN27 9HX. 

www.headcornearodrome.co.uk 
For exact days. 
Popular with NG owners. 

April – Oct. 
10am 

Running Retros at Headcorn 
Anything old and mechanical! 

Facebook.  As above. 
+ free air show with any luck! 

Year round? 
2nd Sat of 
month 9.30am. 

Castle Donington Community 
Hub 
101 Bondgate, 
Castle Donington 
DE74 2NR 

Facebook 

Feb & Nov 
usually, 

Ardingly Autojumble RH176TL 
(A bit of a classic gathering) 

www.horsamhistorics.co.uk 

Sundays 
4.30pm 

Milton Keynes Retro & Classic Car 
Club.  The Barn MK9 3BZ 

Facebook 
Five Shires Classic Car Shows 

Sundays 10am Boston Bowl Breakfast Car 
Meet.  American style Dinner. 
Lincs. PE21 9RH 

Facebook 
Check dates. 
  

2nd & 4th 
Saturdays 

Kent Classic & Sportscar Club 
The Moat, Wrotham, Kent 

NG Facebook page 

1st Thursday 
May – Oct. 

The Sun at Whitchurch, Nr. Facebook. 

2nd Sunday 
10am. 

Binton Social Club Breakfast 
Meet. 
Nr. Stratford Upon Avon 

Emai: bintonclub@gmail.com 

For further info. 
Sundays 
8.30am 
Year round 

Toast N Tyres at ArbuckleÕs 
Restaurant & Bar. 

Facebook to check dates but 
looks like 3rd Sundays 

1st Sat 4.30 – 
6.30pm 

Bird In Hand Classic Car 
Meeting.  

Facebook 
Do check this one. 

1st Saturday 
March – Dec 
10am – 1pm 

Banbury Classic Vehicle  
Breakfast Natter 
National Herb Centre  

Facebook,  
Or email:  
christineadkins@hotmail.co.uk 



 

14 

 
 
 1st Sunday? 
9.30am 

The Giffard Park Pub 
Milton Keynes MK145QP 

Facebook 
Milton Keynes Classic Car Club 

4th Sunday 
9am onwards 
  

Classic & Vintage Vehicle 
Meet 
The Welcome Café. Twyford. 

Facebook 
Jeanette 07982715229 

Occasional Burgess Hill Classic Car Club 
The Woolpack. RH15 8TS 

Facebook & 
NG Facebook page 

2nd Sunday 
April - Oct 

Hub Classics Breakfast Meet 
Wadhurst TN7 1JX 

Facebook & 
NG Facebook page 

2nd & 4th 
Sundays 
April – Sept. 

Classic Cars at the Carpenters 
Carpenters Arms.  

Facebook 

Sun. 9am Bagshot Breakfast Meet Facebook / check 

Sat. 9am – 
12.pm 

Haddenham Classics Break-
fast Meet.  Bradmoor Farm. 
HP17 8JX 

Facebook / Check 

Monthly Teignbridge Classics www.teignbridgeclassics.co.uk 

Monthly / 
Annual show 

Manhood Classics Facebook. 

Monthly 
9.0am – 1.0pm 

Ship & Anchor Pub.  Break-
fast / lunch meeting. 
Ford BN18 0BJ 

Facebook.  Winter season with 
some summer evenings due to 
caravan /camp site use. 

Sunday / 
Monthly 

OilyÕs Breakfast Club 
Weymouth FC car park  
DT4 9XJ 

Facebook – check which Sunday. 

Monthly 
  

Lydden Hill Circuit Kent 
Various meetings / events 

www.lyddenhill.co.uk 

Sunday 
Monthly 

Heart of England Vehicle 
Show CV7 8DX 

Facebook 

Saturday / 
Monthly 
10am onwards 

Wheels of Wallop 
Army Flying Museum 
Stockbridge SO20 8FB 

Facebook 

Monthly LB Classic & Retro Facebook for dates & times. 

2nd Saturday Modern Classics (+ others) 
Gardeners Arms Ardingly 

Facebook 
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 National Rally 2025 
NGOC National Rally 
Fri. 20th - Sun. 22nd June 2025 
Riverside Caravan Park, 
Tiddington Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 7AB 
DonÕt forget to complete your booking form and 
return it to Teresa, along with payment and meal 
selections, by 31st May 
If you donÕt require a meal just come along and 
say hello, weÕll be very pleased to see you but 
please put your name in the register so we know 
whoÕs come each day and make you sure that you 
enter your vehicle registration at the bar. 
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 Kent Heritage transport show 5th April 
For anyone within say 50 miles of Detling, Kent, I would 
strongly recommend going to this annual event at the Kent 
show ground.  
This was my first time and it is always a bit special when you 
meet up with other members, in this case from left to right 
Alan Goodbun, John Watson, Charlie Killick, Robert Ingram 
and Dave Woolgar. With such an illustrious group comes a 
quality variety of NG examples, 3 TCs, 2 TFs and Dave's TA. 

 
John had arranged for our club to have its own area and we 
lined up dutifully on parade, flying the NG flag. 
My drive started at 7-15, later than planned having had to 
fix a broken radiator cap in great haste. However, the 
effort was worth it, with a drive through Sussex and Kent 
countryside in blue skies (still blooming cold). 
New to this event, I followed the team lead into the hangar 
with what appeared the cream of the classic car crop. 
Typically, my iPhone discharged so no photos. 
Then it was down to business with a trip to the food van for 
a bacon and sausage bap and back to the cars to pick up the 
iPad for going around the rest of the displays, which were 
hugely impressive. 
The Kent show includes a myriad of stalls, agricultural 
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vehicles, traction engines, buses and general large 
commercial as well as a great variety of classic cars and 
bikes. 
I tagged on to Dave and Charlie, as the others were off 
doing their own thing. I posted quite a few photos the NG 
Facebook page, because each section was interesting. The 
bus section was huge and we had several buses continually 
looping the show for anyone to jump on and off.  
The stationary engine section 
showed engines of all sorts, mostly 
demonstrating by pumping water. 
Other small model traction engines 
would continually pass you along the 
paths between displays, invariably 
carrying passengers. 
The commercial section was rich 

with superb 
quality and for me highlighted by 2 
livestock lorries with wooden bodies, 
shining brightly in the sunshine. 
Having seen 
ClarksonÕs farm, 
I knew that 
Lamborghini 
tractors 

existed and lo and behold, we were 
not disappointed. More impressive 
perhaps were the powerful Field 
Marshal tractors from the 1930s. 
The next hangar was packed with 
stalls selling inter alia model cars etc. 
However, the highlight here were the 
remote controlled lorries on display 
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 on a mock up road system. One model was 5-6 units long, 
demonstrating how slow 
moving multi tyred 
carriers ferry the huge 
electric substations 
around the country. I 
was privileged to see the 
real thing trundle 
through our village in 
2024, when the traffic 
lights had to be taken down by a roundabout to get this 
monstrosity through. The model had as many moving parts as 
the real thing. Fascinating! 
I will give a nod to the cars on show on the Kent Kit Cars 
area. There were several Marlins and JBAs but for me, the 
pick of the group was this, not one I 
knew but quite stunning.  
(As far as I can determine this is a 
one-off replica of a Mercedes SSK 
built on a 1935 Buick chassis with a 
6.7 Chevrolet engine. Ed) 
Anyway, that was my story of a 
really good day out. Before leaving, I 
had an enviable look over the 5 other 
NGs. If ever I needed 
encouragement  with the TF I am currently rebuilding, any 
one of them gave me that in buckets.  
Sat-nav-less, I found the same way home, still under blue 
skies. If only every NG day was like that! 
About a 100 mile round trip today. The next big one is 
probably 300 miles round trip. Yes Stratford in June! 
Tony Martin 
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A busy April 
April has certainly been a busy month for events in the South East with 
something to tempt us out every weekend, on both Saturday and Sunday. 
Hot on the heels of the Heritage Transport Show came the first Wheels 
on the Waterfront meeting of the year arranged by Past and Curious at 
Sovereign Harbour in Eastbourne, a popular event for several local NGs. 
I was pleased to find Tony Martin in his TF already there by the time I 
arrived. It was filling up fast and by the time Dave Woolgar got there it 
looked like he might be relegated to the overspill but he was in luck and 
managed to find a spot amongst the classics.  
As ever, Charlie Dwyer was on hand to capture everyone arriving, so 
thanks to him for these of the three NGs 

And so to the next weekend with the Pre-war 
Cars at the Moat on the Saturday, a good 
collection of collection of cars including a first 
time visit for a superb Frazer Nash BMW, 
rebuilt from little more than a rolling chassis; a 
beautiful example of the art of coachbuilding. 
The oldest car there was the 1898 Leon Bollee 
Voiturette and I was lucky to be given a spin 
round the car park on it, many thanks to Kate 
Baldock for that experience, now the oldest 
vehicle that IÕve been on, the previous oldest 
being a 1902 Benz, belonging to a late neighbour,  
on which every trip was an adventure and which 
I once towed home with a rope tied to the roll 
bar on my TC! 
While chatting over a coffee I heard of another 
local gathering the following day at the Bush, 
Blackbird and Thrush, only a few miles from 
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home and somewhere IÕd visited for a steam-in a couple of years back, so 
I thought it worth a return. Another magnificent sunny day for a quick 
spin through the lanes. ItÕs a very informal gathering and I wasnÕt 
entirely sure when it started so was relieved to find a couple of classics 
already there when I pulled into the field behind the pub. IÕd been 
chatting for a few minutes when to my surprise another NG arrived, 
Brian GaskinÕs very smart Marina based TF, in company with a friend of 
his in a Madison. Brian had been in contact with me a few times recently 
looking for help with getting 
replacement windscreen glass and 
finding a gearbox but although 
IÕd seen the car locally many 
times, and met Brian, I hadnÕt 
linked the voice on the phone to 
the car and driver in front of me. 
Nice to have another NG to fly 
the flag. 
There wasnÕt a large number of cars, in fact the chap whoÕd suggested 
that I come along didnÕt make it there, but there were plenty of 
interesting people to talk to and itÕs a very nice pub not far from home. 
The following Saturday I could fit in only a brief visit to Bletchingley 
for the regular breakfast meet, IÕd missed the last one as it had clashed 
with Detling added to which I heard 
that Ian Clark was over on a brief 
visit from the USA so thought IÕd 
better drop in to say hello. It turned 
out that there were four NGs, myself 
and John H in TCs, Dave W in his TA 
and Ian in his TF, plus Roy in his 
Lomax as he was still battling with 
fuel pump issues on his TA; now 
believed to be a wiring fault. Nice to 
see everyone and a good turn out of other cars. 
Easter Sunday dawned grey but, according to the forecast, there was no 
rain due until late afternoon so I set off to the first Hub Classics 
breakfast meeting just outside Goudhurst. All I can say is that the 
forecast was wrong, a few spots of rain as I joined the A21 and pouring 
down by the time I got to Goudhurst, never mind not far to go, and I had 
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to think that after weeks of drought the garden would be grateful. The 
grass in the field where classics were to park was wet but the ground 
was still solid so not a problem, 
and the rain had begun to ease. 
I parked up and went to see 
what else was there. A few 
minutes later the familiar sight 
of Dave and his TA appeared so 
I returned to my TC so the 
NGs could stick together. 
These meetings have rather 
more of the “modern classics” 
than most of the regulat 
breakfast meeting that we go 
to nevertheless there were 
still interesting and unusual 
ones to see, among them a 
Warwick GT, built in small 
numbers in the late 1950s-
early 1960s on TR3 mechanicals. 
I met Trevor, who organises the meetings at the Wheatsheaf, and 
found out that heÕd rearranged their April meeting to the following 
Sunday; a perfect start for our planned Drive-it-Day run.  
Trevor had come along in his very nice 
New Zealand build Maserati replica, along 
with half a dozen Caterhams, the initial 
20+ of them had become scattered in the 
lanes en-route so the rest turned up in 
twos or threes. 
The following Saturday found me back at 
the Moat for the XK Jag feature 
meeting; Jags in front, mainly E-Types but 
also a C Type, D Type & XKSS replica, 
everyone else to the rear car park. 
Drive-it-Day on the final Sunday would 
round off a busy month. 

Charlie 
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Drive-it-Day 

Sunday 27th April was Drive-it-Day and, since 
this year it was a glorious sunny day, many 
NGs were tempted out of hibernation. Here 
are some of their outings. 

A Trip to Denny Abbey 

 For Drive It Day we joined the 
‘Wisbech and District Historic 
Vehicle ClubÕ for their run. After 
21 miles we joined the club 
members at Somers Road Car 
Park in Wisbech.  

At 10:15 we all set off on the 34 
mile run to Denny Abbey and 
Farm Museum near Ely, 
Cambridgeshire. Once there we 
were left to our own devices. 
After a nice PloughmanÕs Lunch 
and a couple of hours spent 
looking round the museum we 
took the back roads home via 
Haddenham, Chatteris, Ramsey 
and Pondersbridge; clocking up another 38 mile. A very enjoyable day 
where we clocked up a total of 93 miles, but spoilt by the fact that 
Cracker was the only car displaying the Drive It Day Plaque. 

 

Alan Myland 
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Drive It Day 

With the promising weather 
forecast for this year's Drive 
It Day, the St Albans MGOC 
made a last minute decision to 
have a car run. Someone 
suggested The Cock Inn at 
Sarratt, Rickmansworth as our 
destination - which sounded 
like a good plan. Our meeting 
place was our usual starting 
point at Nomansland car park 
just north of Sandridge, near 
St Albans. Owing to my duties 
at Church that morning, the 
others obligingly agreed to 
meet at 1.30pm so we all had 
ample time to assemble. 

8 cars arrived to take part, all 
different models. An MG 'M' 
Type (about 1929) was joined 
by a Midget, a BGT, an MGF, an 
MGTF, an MG RV8, a Sunbeam 
Alpine and of course my NG TF 
(Dobby).  

We set of at a sedate pace 
(partially restricted by groups 
of 2 abreast cyclists), via St 
Albans and on to some twisty 
single track roads through the 
Hertfordshire countryside. We 
managed to keep together 
most of the time and all 
arrived at The Cock Inn to line 
up together in their large 
overflow car park. 

Already at the pub were an MGA and a Sunbeam Rapier and another BGT 
belonging to a member who had made his own way there. 
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Using the outdoor facilities in the warm sunshine, we had convivial 
conversation and drinks (a few had chips too) to make a very enjoyable 
afternoon. 

How lucky was I to complete my delightful round trip of 44 miles by 
returning home to a roast chicken dinner! 

 Chris Humphreys 
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South East Wanderings 

Drive-it-Day had arrived and after the last two years; one very wet, the 
other cold, grey and damp, the forecast for this year was sun, sun, sun 
so I was surprised to wake to thick fog.  

The South East NGers had arranged to meet up at the monthly classic 
breakfast meeting at the Wheatsheaf, an attractive old pub at Bough 
Beech which is only a 15 minute drive through the lanes from home, and 
by the time I came to set out the fog had burnt off and the sun was 
blazing in a clear blue sky. Dropping down from the Greensand ridge and 
out onto the Weald I was back 
into the fog but it was clearing 
fast and by the time I got to 
the Wheatsheaf sunshine was 
restored. John Watson had just 
arrived and was manoeuvring his 
TC so I parked alongside. Mary 
Clark appeared having parked 
her car in the rear (non-classic) 
car park. The rumble of a V8 
heralded the arrival of John 
Hoyle  and a few minutes later 
Dave WoolgarÕs TA pulled in.  

The front car park  filled 
rapidly with a fine selection of 
classics, many familiar from 
other local gatherings but a few 
new faces, including TrevorÕs 
recently acquired Alfa, seen 
here alongside DaveÕs TA, and a 
very fine replica DBR1 which 
had been displayed as an 
artwork on a turntable in a 
previous ownerÕs kitchen! The 
current owner carried out work 
to bring it to roadworthy 
vehicle, unusually this included 
the fitting of a Chevrolet V8 so 
although it looks the part the 
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engine note is not quite so original. 

Shortly after 10 oÕclock we decided that it was unlikely that any other 
NGs would be joining us so, refreshed by coffee and excellent bacon rolls, 
we set off for the 30 odd mile cross country drive to Headcorn 
Aerodrome which had been agreed as the SE NGersÕ  for Drive-it-Day 
meeting point.  

Since I was familiar with the route, I led our little crocodile with Mary 
behind me, followed by John H, John W and Dave. Through the lanes to 
Leigh where we encountered an oncoming group of, I guess 30+ Mustangs 
plus a few other sundry pick-ups and muscle cars, out on their own DID 
jaunt, resulting in rather stop-start progress through the narrow high 
street.  

After several junctions and numerous sets of traffic lights we passed 
through Tonbridge to join the A21 with, remarkably, the crocodile still 
intact. Approaching the roundabout at the end of the dual carriageway 
section of the A21 we came up behind a rather nice Riley RM and 
continued behind him for miles through Goudhurst and Sissinghurst; it 
looked like his destination might be the same as ours but no, he turned 
off heading for a “bluebell experience”.  

Leaving the village, where parked cars made a narrow road even narrower, 
the benefits of a slim NG were apparent when I passed an oncoming white 
van man but his encounter with MaryÕs Nissan brought the following 
crocodile to a halt while there was a bit of manoeuvring to allow him to 
squeeze by . My rear view mirror was empty so I pulled in to await their 
reappearance as there was an unsigned left turn coming up.  

Reunited we completed the final few miles and entered the aerodrome 
together. The parking area was quite full already so I made my way 
between the rows seeking out other NGs. The first one that I found was 
BrianÕs TF at the end of the row, so I 
pulled up next to him and managed to 
attract the attention of the others who 
were making their way between the rows 
further across, now we were five. Alan 
Goodbun who had arrived before any of 
us came and found us, then moved his TC 
to make the NG group complete, time to 
put the flags up. 
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Headcorn is a super place for a car meeting as there are not just cars to 
see but also Spitfire flights, parachuting and this time the added bonus 
of a Tiger Moth display team.  

John Coker, who was at the aerodrome without his TD as he was carrying 
out maintenance on his Piper Vagabond for its  annual certification, 
explained that the Tiger Moths were practicing their routines so that 
they can obtain the necessary permits to perform in public. Brightly 
coloured planes carrying out loops, spins, cross-overs and close formation 
flying against a pure blue sky, just perfect entertainment for us 

Returning to earth, time to see what 
interesting vehicles are about. 
Headcorn does not separate the classics 
from the everyday cars so itÕs a matter 
of wandering round to find anything 
interesting or unusual.  

Definitely in the unusual group was this 
Mitsuoka Viewt convertible, a weird 
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little tribute to a MK II Jaguar on a Nissan Micra platform, IÕve seen 
the saloon version before but not a convertible. Viewed in close up many 
of the features are very faithful copies of the original but the changed 
proportions make for a strange looking car indeed. 

Among the more conventional classics 
was this 1962 Austin J2 Panalanian 
Motorhome, just the thing for the 
National Rally. Beautifully fitted out but 
with only a 1500 engine something of a 
snail. 

Another Austin that caught my eye was 
this little Seven, lots of fun judging by 
the driverÕs smile. Not a hint of paint 
left on it just a well weathered coat of 
rust.   

After a day in the sunshine it was time 
to go, Alan heading east, the rest of us 
heading north before I peeled of to the 
left for a run back home through the 
lanes while the others turned right to 
pick up the M20. 

The only blip on my run home was that curse of the Kent highways, the 
temporary road closure; still it gave me a chance to explore one of those 
“I wonder where that goes” lanes and didnÕt add much to my journey. 

This yearÕs Drive-it-Day had been excellent, perfect weather, good 
locations, and nice drives along the highways and byways of Kent 

Charlie 
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And now a round up of other NG Drive-it-Day adventures shared to 
the Facebook page: 

Nick Houston infiltrated a Drive it Day outing by the SHVPS, South 
Hampshire Vehicle Preservation Society, which ended at the Rural Life 
Living Museum at Tilford. A friendly group with a wide variety of cars.  

NickÕs TF                                            Rover 75  

                                                  MGs 

"Bonnie and Clyde" Willys Knight model 87      Alvis 

Looks like it was a great day out  
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Bernd Bennet went to the BMW Works 
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Don Steen went on Drive it Day in the West, ending up at the Atwell 
Wilson Car museum at Calne.  

MGs and Triumphs were the major participants, only 1 NG, DonÕsTF  
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Roger Yates went to Statfold Barn on Sunday. A good turnout with the 
bonus of having model railway exhibition and narrow gauge railway in 
operation.  
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One of Us -The Brooklands Stig 
Dave Kilner, a man of many talents. He boarded at a co-ed school, a very 
rare opportunity! As a teenager something went horribly wrong resulting 
in him having a serious accident with homemade explosives. That day saw 
him lose several fingers and some nasty chest burns! But that didnÕt 
deter him from his interest in experimentation and development. He took 
several exams in mechanical engineering before studying for a degree in 
machine tool technology. It was following his time at university that he 
was recruited to work on elements of the CERN particle accelerator in 
Switzerland  
He became involved in the development of, and then project manager 
for, the magnets that were installed there. Although the majority of the 
accelerator was underground in Switzerland, part had to enter French 
territory because of the geology . During the construction he remembers 
rumours that at the underground border between Switzerland and 
France, customs officers were stationed! 
Having completed that project, he went on to develop chemical delivery 
systems for the tarmac laying industry, and in the process, created some 
13 patents. 
But his place as ‘one of usÕ is because he 
did rebuild an NG TF and an NG TC, but 
more on the TC later. In his time along 
with owning a Berkely, a GTM, a Grinnall, 
a Sinclair C5 that reached 70 MPH, he 

also modified 
another C5 that 
was the first 
electric vehicle to climb the Test Hill on its 
100th anniversary. The Brooklands certificate 
signed by the then Director Allan Winn, reads D 
N Kilner AKA The Brooklands Stig. 
Getting back to his build projects, as well as 
rebuilding a Marcos Mantula V8, he also built an 
NG TF, and then in the year 2000 an NG TC 
which he describes as ‘experimentalÕ. The TC 
body has been altered by trimming back the rear 
to give a more pronounced boat tail design in 
which the LPG feed point was accommodated. The 
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front body has been modified to include scuttle humps and it was 
extended to set the cockpit back 6”. The engine, a modified 3.5 litre V8 
Rover fitted with twin Garrett T2 Turbo chargers which gives, to quote 
Dave “rather interesting performance”. The rear axle with limited slip, 
from a Jensen Interceptor was shortened by 150mm, and set with a 
1degree toe in and camber.  
Many other mods were included, and currently it is undergoing another 
mod, to remove the LPG system for a conventional fuel tank and 
carburettor development to fit under the lower bonnet profile. 
Hopefully weÕll see this brute (the TC that is) at one of NGÕs many 
gatherings next year.  
 

Good luck with this ongoing ‘experimentÕ Dave! 

John Watson 
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Another NG is born – at long last! : Part 2 (continued from the 
Winter 2024-25 issue) 

Negotiating the IVA 

IVA testing – from the outset I had been very aware of the need to 
build in IVA compliance in all areas.  I read many articles and cautionary 
tales online and in ChangiNGear advising on potential pitfalls and how to 
avoid them! DVSA themselves have some good guidance online, including 
the detailed Manual used by their examiners. 

One needs to take care when filling in the IVA application form and 
reference to the Guidance notes is essential. Remember, it is a 
Statutory (not Voluntary) test that you need,  the Vehicle Class is 
‘AÕ (Amateur built), and the date of manufacture is when you complete 
your NG not when the donor car was made!  It was when I came to fill in 
the VIN (Chassis) number that I hit a snag.  The PDF form would not 
accept the number I entered! After a bit I realised that IMEX had 
made a typo when they advised me of the number, they had put a O 
where it should have been a 0!  There were also issues with the donor V5 
which I felt I had to explain to DVSA/DVLA.  My donor car had had 
seven owners and at some point the engine number on the V5 had been 
entered incorrectly as 78V981FH412 when it should have been 
18V581FH412 (I submitted a photo of the cleaned up plate and a listing 
of MGB engine numbering as evidence). The donor chassis number was 
also incorrect (2NDS260032 instead of GHD5260032 !) but of course 
this didnÕt really matter. 

My IVA submission consisted of: 

à IVA Application form (IVA 1C) 

à Amateur Build Declaration (IVA 4) 

à Copies of the receipts for:  Donor vehicle, Kit from John Hoyle, 
IMEX and Findhorn 

à Copy of donor V5 

à Copy of IMEX FAX showing Chassis Number 

à Oselli power curves to show how Max Power figure was derived 

à A few photos showing various stages of build 
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 à A cover letter with background 

information and a link to my FactsDisc 

The Facts Disc link (  https://b2gw.com/?
7AGOnEzvEeo#scanned ) enabled DVSA to 
view many more detailed pictures of my build. 

The most convenient IVA test site for me 
would have been Southampton but I was told 
that for some reason they did not do kitcars 
there and I would have to go to Yeading in 
Hillingdon. I decided that as this would be my first real drive out in the 
car and would involve M3 and M25 driving, I did not want to risk any 
problems occurring en-route and I hired a car trailer for the day!  I also 
prepared a thick folder of information for the tester including 
everything I had include in the IVA application plus things like the brake 
fluid pipe certificate, immobiliser details, speedo calibration receipt, 
photo showing the inside of the pedal box, photos showing the mounting 
of the seats and seatbelts with metal spacers in the holes in the body 
tub for direct metal to metal contact. As it turned out the IVA inspector 
did not look at any of this information! 
I also took a comprehensive set of tools, gaffer tape, insulating tape, 
wire and connectors, P clips, rubber edging strip etc, etc.  ItÕs good to be 
prepared for problems and issues arising during the test, but IÕm glad to 
say I didnÕt have cause to use any of this on the day.  

After DVSA had approved the IVA application they gave me options for 
date and time and subsequently sent an email confirmation.  This listed 
multiple conditions and DoÕs and DonÕts to be conformed to when 
attending the test.  These included “Only one person shall attend with 
the vehicle”.   My friend who had helped with the build was coming with 
me to the test and we were concerned that he wouldnÕt be able to 
witness it taking place.  As it turned out the examiner was very friendly 
and had no objection to my friend coming into the test area (as long he 
wore Hi-vis and kept to the side alleyway. I had been anticipating lots of 
time being spent checking for sharp protrusions with their 100mm 
contact hemisphere and use of radius gauges, but in fact all this was 
covered by a visual inspection and feeling of edges with his hands. I was 
also expecting to see careful checking of all lights and windscreen for 
the correct E-marks, but never saw him do that.  
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The test started with a visual inspection all round the car and under the 
bonnet. An early observation was that the fuel filler pipe effectively 
runs through the passenger compartment as the “boot” area is not 
physically separate.  A Heath Robinson wooden contraption was put on 
the drivers seat to check the relative positions of seat, windscreen, and 
seat belt guide position. The brake test on the rolling road was next 
which I was a little concerned about as the brakes had had little 
opportunity to bed in, however both footbrake and handbrake figures 
were fine. 

I was then asked to drive the car onto the hydraulic ramp until the front 
wheels were sitting on two turntables. The examiner then spent a long 
time underneath the car looking (I assume) at the routing and fixing of 
the fuel and brake lines, the handbrake cable, battery power cable, 
exhaust fixing etc. I was asked to turn the steering slowly full lock left 
then full lock right. Unfortunately, in the full lock positions the flexible 
pipes to the front calipers just came into contact with the kingpins. 

After the time on the 
ramp the examiner 
drove my car off to a 
weighbridge and then 
on to an area which was 
marked out for 
checking the areas 
visible in the mirrors.  

So, at the end of the 
day, I had three fails: 
the exposed fuel filler pipe, the rubbing brake lines and sharp pivot pins 
on the bonnet clips! 

To solve the filler pipe issue I 
constructed a housing from 
aluminium sheet with sealant at 
each joint. I also drilled a hole in 
the floor so any leaking fuel could 
drain safely away. 

The subsequent IVA retest 
should have been quick and easy; 
the examiner was happy with my fix for the fuel filler but then had to 
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put the car on the rolling road to test the speedo accuracy (this couldnÕt 
be done first time around as there had been a fault on their computer). 
The examiner moved the car through the gears checking the speedo 
reading against their computer at intervals. Eventually he was up to over 
70mph when suddenly my friend shouted “Stop, thereÕs an oil leak” !  We 
were horrified to find that the flexible oil pipe to the filter had blown 
off the banjo 
fitting and 
most of the 
engine oil was in 
a big puddle on 
the test bay 
floor! 

Luckily the examiner had all the speed measurements he needed, and 
agreed that if we pushed the car onto the hydraulic lift so he could 
check the flexible brake pipes he should be able to give the car a PASS 
despite this last problem!  RESULT! 

The oil pipe fault had occurred because the shaft of the banjo was 
rather smooth and lacked ridges for the pipe to be securely swaged. In 
retrospect I suppose it was better that this occurred in a static test 
environment rather than later on in full throttle driving ! 
I had a new pipe made up by Think Automotive with a new banjo and was 
very relieved to find that the engine did not seem to have been affected 
by the sudden oil loss! 

 

Registration 

This was a relatively straightforward process. The Vehicle Registration 
pages on the GOV.UK website provide all the guidance needed, in 
particular the Kit-converted vehicles page: https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-
registration/kitconverted-vehicles  
Note: an NG is a Kit-converted vehicle, NOT a Kit-built vehicle. 
Assuming you want an age-related registration the Built up vehicle 
report (V627/1) is crucial as it is here that you show the major parts 
used from your donor vehicle. 
Document V355/4 tells you how to fill in the main Application for first 
vehicle tax and registration … (V55/4).  Many of the boxes on this form 
are left blank as they are covered by the IVA Certificate. 
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As with the IVA application I submitted a covering letter listing all the 
documentation supplied and emphasising that I was seeking an age-
related plate. 
Note that a first registration fee of £55 is payable in addition to the 
initial period of road tax (Vehicle Excise Duty).  

Unfortunately a newly built NG gets taxed as a Light goods vehicle 
(TC39) at £335 for 12 months! 

I got a lot of satisfaction from undertaking my kitcar build and if there 
are still a few readers with unfinished NGs I hope this article will 
encourage you to persevere! 

Nick Houston 
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 IN THE BLACK LEATHER CHAIR 

Wearing my technical hat, I am asked a wide range of questions about 
NGÕs via email, together with answers to questions that are raised on the 
Facebook page.  We are very fortunate that the club has a large number 
of knowledgeable members and it has been very pleasing to see the ex-
change of both information and parts there has been through the page 
recently, it is exactly how it should work. Members helping members.  

However, it is easy to forget that there are places where you can find 
answers to some of these questions for yourself, such as; “Where can I 
find this part”? Or “Will my car need an IVA test when finished”?  An-
other favourite we see all to often very sadly is NGÕs that are not cor-
rectly described on the V5 registration document as being an ‘NGÕ partic-
ular those coming up for sale. The other one is “My car does not need an 
MoT”.  In the case of the last two the final arbiter is the DVLA, so it is 
obvious that you should seek guidance from their web pages.  Personal 
experience about how to approach the DVLA about an issue is always use-
ful as regulation has not been applied equally by officials over the years 
leading to misinterpretation but nothing should be assumed.  Given that 
many of these things have come up recently I thought it timely to pro-
vide a few starting points to find information, particularly for those who 
are new to NG.  

Some useful sources: 

www.gov.uk is the starting point for information on IVA, MOT and regis-
tration.  It does require some time spent trawling between pages, but it 
is official information.  

www.totalkitcar.com is a mine of information regarding parts suppliers, 
specialist manufacturers, current regulation including IVA, kit car clubs 
and some interesting history.  

www.carbuilder.com  Car builder solutions is possibly the first stop for 
many parts that we might require that are not NG specific. We should 
also include Vintage Supplies for some of those nice finishing items that 
may set your car apart from others, but there are many more that an 
online search will reveal.  

www.ngkitcar.co.uk is Chris Humphreys build record of his TF 1800 
which he keeps updated as a great source of information for other club 
members.  The build principles equally apply to other models.  

Dave 
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Renewing the Front Wishbone Bushes: 

The inner bushes on the front suspension wishbones were looking a bit 
ragged around the edges. Checking the MGB Hive Website revealed 
that a set of eight polyurethane bushes and four steel sleeves cost 
£29 so I drove over to the Hive and bought a set. 

 

 

 

 

 

To change the wishbone bushes I adopted the following procedure. 

1. Put the handbrake hard on, 

2. Jack the car up and support it under the centre of the front sus-
pension subframe. 

3. Jack the car up under one set of wishbones until it just lifts the 
wheel off the ground. 

4. Remove the road wheel. 

5. Remove the pin (at the bottom of the kingpin assembly) that se-
cures the kingpin to the wishbones. 

6. Ease the bottom of the kingpin away from the wishbones. 

7. Lower the jack until the weight of the car is once again supported 
under the front suspension subframe. 

8. Continue lowering the jack until the springs can be removed 
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 9. Remove the split pins and two Castle nuts that secure the inboard ends 
of the wishbones to their mountings. 

10. Remove the two nuts and bolts that secure the rear wishbone to the 
lower spring pad. 

11. Pull and twist the rear wishbone clear of the inboard mounting. 

12. Pull and twist the front wishbone complete with spring pad off of its 
inboard mounting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Clean up the bush mounting surfaces on the inboard wishbone pivots, 
lubricate with Copaslip grease and slide on the steel tubes that are part 
of the new kit. 

14. Using the supplied white grease fit the polyurethane bushes in the 
wishbones and on the ends of the inboard wishbone mountings. 

15. Reassemble in the reverse order to dismantling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a crowbar to raise the assembly enough to get the jack under. 
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16. Grease the kingpins while itÕs up in the air. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New bushes fitted. 

Note. 

DonÕt fully tighten the rear wishbone to the spring pad until you have 
inserted the bottom of the kingpin between the wishbones. DonÕt tighten 
the Castle nuts on the inboard wishbone mountings until the car is sitting 
on its wheels. Stopping for a couple of brews this is still a sub four hour 
job. 

 

Alan Myland 
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There has been discussion about rear springs on the Facebook page 
recently and I thought that the following post from Martin Williamson 
provided useful information and was worth reproducing in the magazine. 
Ed. 
Springs 
The MGB GT came with two types of rear springs from the factory. The 
Roadster had six leaf springs and when three years later the GT was 
launched it had seven leaf springs in order to cope with the added mass 
at the rear from the bodywork and the new Salisbury rear axle. So, 
first off, I would be checking that you donÕt have seven leaf springs on 
your NG. 
The lever arm dampers are generally very good and get bad press 
unfairly; my personal opinion is that the change to telescopic dampers is 
not much of an improvement, if any, especially at the front since the 
telescopic kits originally put the damper outside of the spring which is 
not ideal for the handling. More recent upgrade kits from the likes of 
the MGOC and Frontline have improved that by completely modifying the 
front cross-member. 
Lotus had the right idea, soft springs with firmer dampers, and as said 
the MGB was not blessed with the softest of springs despite the original 
plan to launch the MGB with IRS but dropped to avoid cost. 
Going back to a 1980 modified MGB I had; at the time I was not 
enamoured (and I am still not) at the idea of parabolics. So instead, 
whilst swapping out an axle on it, I left the springs in a bath of oil over 
several nights and then re-fitted. The difference was chalk and cheese. 
In fact, my friend with a GT fitted with parabolics reckoned it was as 
good as his. This would be my next move. Especially considering the leaf 
springs should have a thin "plastic" leaf between each blade to minimise 
rust and allow a smooth movement of each blade. In fact, back in the 
day, one could buy an attachment to insert grease from a grease gun 
between the blades and many vintage cars have springs wrapped in 
leather with greasing points to ensure the lubrication needed to 
minimise friction and prevent rust. 
Another issue I see frequently discussed with parabolic springs on the 
MGOC forum is what setting to use on the telescopic damper. Parabolics 
are not recommended to be used with the original lever arm damping as 
it is thought that it can aerate the damper oil owing to the greater 
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flexing of the parabolic. Cynically, it may well have been a marketing ploy 
to sell telescopic dampers. Few have found the best setting with the 
parabolics and arguments ensue over Gaz vs Koni et al. A friend with a 
Roadster openly admits that the only time his parabolics make sense is 
when the boot and luggage rack are fully loaded along with a full tank 
thus proving that for an NG they may not work. Many also report a 
greater ride height when fitting them. The biggest problem is the engine 
torque. Those with modified engines and V8 report the parabolics winding 
into an s-shape permanently and the spring needs modification to 
strengthen it as my friend with a super-charged B Series has done via GB 
Springs. 
In fact, GB Springs - Heritage Car Springs  
(https://www.gbsprings.co.uk/heritage-car-springs/) will do custom 
springs with a rating to suit your needs. 

Martin Williamson 
Some further thoughts on parabolic rear springs from Mike Carter 
I have been running parabolic springs with Gaz, adjustable telescopic 
shock absorbers for several years. The springs and shocks came as a kit. 
(MGOC or Rimmers) 
The pros: Significantly softer ride. The adjustable shocks mean you can 
have a soft setting for normal driving but firm them up, to prevent 
bottoming out, when loaded with suitcase, bags etc. for a longer trip. The 
‘clickÕ adjusters can be reached from a kneeling position by the car which 
is very handy! 
The cons: Although the Gaz shocks are designed to help reduce axle 
wind up, resulting in tramp, they don't anywhere near stop it.  
For me, the main issue is that the ride height, with no lowering spacers, 
is too high. The rear of the car looks quite jacked up. The lowering 
spacers, supplied with the kit, are sandwiched between the top of the 
spring and the underside of the axle tube and with the maximum number 
of spacers fitted, the ride height still looks to me, a little on the high 
side. (Others say it looks fine!) 
However, the axle wind up is gradually made worse as you add more 
spacers. This is because, as the distance between the axle and the spring 
increases, so does the leverage or mechanical advantage the axle has 
over the spring.  
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 My plan, long ago, was to fit tramp bars with parabolic springs but 
currently I feel IÕd be having to over engineer the tramp bars to 
overcome the basic leverage issue which seems a bit daft, hence my 
thoughts on going back to lowered, ( 6 leaf?) springs.  

Mike Carter 
 
 
DVLA Update from Club Expo 2025 
 This is a summary of the latest proposals from the DVLA, that were 
presented in the brief DVLA update at the FederationÕs 2025 Club Expo 
event on 18 January.  
The Federation Chairman and DVLA Liaison Manger attended a Historic 
Vehicle User Group meeting held in Swansea in December. They were 
impressed by the positive approach from DVLA and it was apparent that 
our points made over a long period had been heard even if not 
acknowledged at the time. DVLA presented their proposals following a 
long period of work culminating in the “Call for Evidence” issued last year 
and stressed that this is still work in progress and requested that the 
full details are not shared at this point. The key objectives are a 
simplification of the registration procedures and the retention of the 
original registration wherever possible, or, if it is not known, the issue of 
an age-related registration. Despite this intention it is stressed that it is 
likely that there will always be a small number of awkward cases where 
the issue of a Q registration is unavoidable. The suggestions are –  

¨ A new category to be called ‘RepairedÕ which will cover all normal 
repair, replacement and restoration activities. The original 
registration will be retained or an age-related registration issued.  

¨ A second new category to be called ‘ModifiedÕ, likely to be defined 
as a change of shape or dimensions of a vehicle, for example a 
coupe converted to a convertible. A DVLA VIN will be issued and 
the original registration retained or an age-related registration 
issued. Individual Vehicle Approval (IVA) will be required.  

¨ The current ‘Reconstructed ClassicÕ category will continue but 
probably somewhat simplified. Club involvement in validating the 
vehicle is likely to continue.   
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 ̈  A very satisfactory solution is proposed to the long-standing 

problem of establishing the final manufacture date for vehicles 
supplied in CKD form.  

The Federation expressed satisfaction with these proposals but raised 
two concerns, both in the meeting and in a written response later. The 
first of these was that the wording used by DVLA left some doubt 
concerning newly constructed bodies on vehicles with a chassis. FBHVC 
have requested that any ‘period typicalÕ (both in terms of style and 
method of construction) body should be accepted without prejudice to 
the identity or registration of the vehicle. The second concern is more 
difficult. DVLA consider that any vehicle classified as ‘modifiedÕ should 
be required to undergo some form of technical inspection before being 
allowed back into circulation. The Federation supports that position but 
the difficulty arises because DVLA do not have the Regulatory power to 
mandate an MoT on a 40+ year old vehicle. The only alternative available 
to them is IVA. FBHVC have stressed that IVA is the wrong tool and as 
it requires modern vehicle technical standards is unattainable by many 
historic vehicles. Despite the two issues noted above it was felt that 
the proposals put forward were constructive and helpful supported by 
an extremely positive approach in the meeting.  
Federation Chairman David Whale observed as we left that the meeting 
‘had exceeded his expectationsÕ.  
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FOR SALE  

For colour photos and additional views please go to the web 
site http://www.ngownersclub.org.uk/for-sale-2/ 
For Sale 1968 NG TF Roadster. £7000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cream bodywork, maroon interior, hood and tonneau 

It has a four speed gearbox with overdrive on 3rd and 4th gear.  

It is MOTÕd tilÕ April 2026, Tax exempt and correctly registered. It has 
a Tonneau cover, hood and side screens which are in good condition.  

Always garaged. Location: Cornwall TR14.  

Chris Perrin:  cristo.perrin@gmail.com  07484380437 
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TD For Sale £7500 

For sale my NG TD Roadster: 

Registered as a historic vehicle. 1966, tax exempt, ULEZ exempt,  

1.8 MGB Engine, 4 speed with overdrive, unleaded head conversion, starts 
first time, drives perfectly. 

Just had 5 new tyres and tubes. New brakes calibers, pipes etc. No oil 
leaks, lovely patina, silver exterior with black interior.  

Viewings welcome in Old Coulsdon Surrey. 07714897100 
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For sale NG TF £8500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have my TF for sale, built by me nearly 30 years ago! It was a full nut 
and bolt build on a 1967 MGB GT. It is correctly registered as a NG His-
toric vehicle and has sadly only covered just over 8000 miles, including 
two trips to Le Mans. It Was not built with an unleaded head and this 
will need doing now. It has been dry garaged all of its life and only been 
washed two or three times. There is a full hood, a spare engine and a 
few other parts included in the sale. I obviously would like it to go some-
where where it is cherished and used. It is Dark blue with grey leather 
seats and a burr walnut dash. Feel free to get in touch with me, Jon, by 
phone or email if you have questions or would like any more information. 

£8500 – jon.pittard@btinternet.com 07790558058 Location: Clevedon 
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For sale my NG TF 3.9lt Rover V8 £17500 ono 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Built by electrical engineer Brian OÕConnor, bought directly from him in 
2021. ItÕs correctly registered as NGTF Kit 2006 and has only done 
6,500 miles. 
5 new tyres fitted with Blockley quality inner tubes.  
Recent new battery.  
Full 12-month MOT.  
Superb electrics.  
RPI engineering supplied Rover 3.9 V8 engine. Edelbrock carbs. Red 
painted tub with gel coat finish. 5 speed R380 Gearbox. 
Full weather gear. Tonneau. Foldable fitted windscreen. 2 Aero screens 
included.  
Fitted alarm.  
All receipts and details of build file. 
Sounds superb with two Chrome side pipes. 
Always garaged. 
Viewings welcome (or more photographs if required) 
£17500 ono  
Nr. Swindon Wiltshire  
Richard 07800 636004 or RichMarfell2@gmail.com  
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Remaining NG Parts Stock; A message from Richard Langford: 
Hi All 
I purchased from Mark Sadler the NG bits he had left (he had a TC 
carpet set I wanted). 
I had been purchasing bits from Mark as they appeared to swap on my 
TC and TF. Mark has been very helpful. 
Message or email me (richard.langford2000@gmail.com) for bits and 
pieces. I have a list that I try and post. I will try to keep the prices the 
same as MarkÕs (as they were sensible). Primarily I want to break even. A 
teenager from few houses down is keen to post/wrap so that will be an 
additional cost. 
My aim is to slowly list the parts on ebay - for long term visibility as well 
as on the Facebook group page. 
I also have the patterns and templates for the hoods and interiors – and 
will try and find a way to make electronic versions. They can be 
borrowed. 
Richard 
 
 

 

Please refer to the NG Kit Car Group face book page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NG.Owners/ 
where the details of cars for sale are often posted. 
Remember to check that the car is correctly regis-
tered as an NG to avoid potential future problems 
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Hi All, 
I've taken the few moulds I have to Fibrecraft  
(https://www.fibrecraftuk.com/) . 
These are the front cone (TC, TD, TF), rear valance (TC,TF,TD), set of a 
wide cycle wings (9.5" front, 10 3/4 " rear, with lights on rear). I also 
have the light bowls and will take these too. 
The cost I have been given for the front cycle wing is £80, rear is £90 
and nose is £110. 
Will update post once I have a costing for the valance. 
I also have a set of the wide cycle wings without the rear lights (again 
9.5 and 10.5 inches, front and rear) and a narrow set that could be used 
to make set of moulds. I am happy to take these but the costs would 
need to be shared between numerous members. (Message me if want to 
contribute to the moulds being made). 
If you want something making contact Peter at Fibrecraft directly.  
Richard 
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And Finally…… 

From a time before Health & Safety 

 

….not even any chocks behind the rear wheels! 
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