
 

 



 

 

 
 
Local Area Contact Members: 
  

Home Counties (north): Refer to John D Watson (pro tem)  
Home Counties (east): John D Watson: - as above 
Midlands: Mark Staley:  01332-723927 mark.staley2@ntlworld.com 
New Forest & District: Keith Baker: 01794-340490                                                                                        
keith@1000fluffyclouds.co.uk 
Mid-Wales: Jeremy Evans:   - as above 
South Wales: Brian North:  02920-619796  
South East: Charlie Killick: - as above 
Yorkshire: Ken Elliot: 0781 7248764 elliott1968@yahoo.com 

The NG Owners Club — Officers & Contacts 

President: Nick Green 

Vice President: John Hoyle 

Chairman: John D Watson (JW) 
15 Braywood Avenue, Egham, Surry, TW20 9LY 
Tel: 07951-466206 e-mail: johnd_watson@yahoo.co.uk 

Events 
Co-ordinator: 

Dave Woolgar 
e-mail: dwoo745786@aol.com 

Membership  
Secretary: 

Bob Morrison 
105 Battle Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 1UD 
e-mail: rmorri1847@aol.com 

Treasurer: Teresa Goodbun 
43 West Court Lane, Shepherds Well, Dover, Kent, CT15 7PT 
Tel: 01304-830206, e-mail: teemgoody@aol.com 

Magazine Editor: Charlie Killick 
Windrush, Bitchet Green, Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0ND 
Tel: 01732-761302, e-mail:  ngoceditor@gmail.com 

Technical Liaison: Dave Woolgar 
e-mail: dwoo745786@aol.com 

Website  
Manager: 

Mike Peel (www.ngownersclub.org.uk) 
mike@mikepeel.co.uk 

Facebook 
Mediator: 

Jeremy Evans (www.facebook.com/groups/NG.Owners/) 
e-mail: ngmrtoad@gmail.com 
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Contributions Please  

 Been anywhere interesting, done anything ‘Õ newsyÕ‘ in your NG, or to 
your NG; do you have an entertaining story to tell ?? 

         Please send in a few words and pictures for  

Please send your contributions for the Autumn issue by the end of 
October to ngoceditor@gmail.com.  

Remember, without your input there would be no magazine!  

  Thank You 
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ChairmanÕs Message 

Hello to you all. 

What a splendid few weeks weÕve experienced 
weather wise. I have, at the time of writing, just 
returned from a very successful National Rally at 
the Riverside Caravan Park Tiddington, near 
Stratford-on-Avon.  Just short of 40 NGÕs appeared 
over the weekend. Weather of course always helps.  

Friday, our set up day went well. It and Saturday was so hot, lots of soft 
drinks dished out. Of course on the Sunday the traditional trophies and 
some new trophies were awards to deserved members, but more on that 
on page 33. 

I still find it fantastic how the membership comes together at this 
event. I just wish it was possible to run one in the North….perhaps one 
day. Whilst we all understand the smoother the event so the more 
planning and detail is needed, I want to spend some of this editorial 
thanking those specifically involved. Our committee begin the planning 
early in the year, thanks to John and Barbara who give over their front 
room for the meeting, lots of coffee, lunch and the obligatory doughnuts 
forming the basis of the brain food are supplied by them.  

Teresa Goodbun, God bless her, then spends several months in phoning, 
emailing and generally cajoling members to sign up. Those that arrive on 
Friday benefit from the Riverside restaurant. A multi optional menu is 
negotiated with the restaurant. Teresa then sends out these options and 
receives back the individual requests. It doesnÕt stop there. Not only 
does Teresa forward this list to Riverside, she also produces wrist bands 
for every individual attending Friday evening with their two course 
requests engraved. 

In the meantime, Bob Morrison located our new marquees, logos by 
Charlie Killick. Getting those marquees from their house meant poor 
Angela squashed in the little remaining space in the back seat of their 
car!  Once on site, it was a question of all hands as riggers. 

So with Friday evening and Saturday evening taken care of food wise, it 
was down to Barbara Hoyle and Mary Clark to feed the 5000 for Sunday 
lunch, (well a lot anyway). Salads, sandwiches, sausage rolls and fruit 
deserts. I should of course mention the cooks who between them heated 
up the sausage rolls, Angela (Morrison), Ann (De Bois), Bernadette 
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 (Bennet) and of course Mary. We have to thank young William (Currie) 
for his work collecting the water for the tea/coffee urn and for the cold 
drinks, . It didnÕt end there, we have been spoilt by the many, many 
homemade cakes supplied by our members throughout the weekend.    

All of this help and support was needed to give the many enthusiastic 
members who attended (almost 100 over the weekend) a memorable Rally. 

Even here we have a few special mentions. Ian Clark flew from Boston 
Massachusetts to collect his car in store at Mary ClarkÕs in order for him 
to attend the Rally. There were several members who no longer, for 
various reasons, have an NG, but still enjoy the weekend so much, they 
still come along, Murray and Irene drove down from Scotland, Ed and 
Lorraine who sold their NG at the Rally last year appeared with a great 
little cyclekart. Chris Hollier and Laurie Bush  arrived with another 
fascinating vehicle, the just completed NG (Morris) pickup. The last to 
arrive on the Sunday just in time for lunch was Russell Jones in his 
orange TF, after a somewhat troublesome journey from Abergavenny.  

We now look forward to other events still to come and identified on 
pages 10-14 put together by Dave Woolgar. 

Now last and by no means least….Club Products and Regalia. Mark and 
Gillian have faithfully driven their tin top to our National Rallies full of 
NG goodies, leaving their beloved NG at home. THAT IS GOING TO 
CHANGE! Next year they are coming in their NG, and so you are 
encouraged to order your clothing, umbrellas and what have you by email, 
phone or telegram during the year. It will either be posted to you or 
brought along to the rally. If it had happened this year we would have 
achieved our 40 NGs! 

One sad bit of news; we were very sorry to hear that Mike Bond had 
passed away, our heart felt sympathies go to his wife Hils. An obituary to 
him is on page 58   

Until next time…. Happy and safe NGing.    

 

John 
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Words from our Events Secretary 

Since becoming events Co-ordinator, I hope 
that I have been able to demonstrate that 
there are lots of events that you can attend in 
your NG should you wish to do so at little or no 
cost and how to find them in your area.  It is 
not possible to note every meeting in every 
area, but hope I have provided you with the 
tools to find those that you may wish to attend. 
My Facebook events posts recently have tended to be within my own 
area in the South East which is quite active and some of us are lucky 
enough to be able to get out every weekend.  “Nay, we are but 
men”!   But predictions and portents of storm and tempest from false 
prophets do not dampen our passion to turn out whatever the weather 
to fly the NG flag at meetings.  It is encouraging to see others 
attending meetings around the country and providing a few words and 
photos either within these pages or on the NG Group Facebook page. So 
please do keep it up.  Not NG specific, but I have seen some very well 
attended and interesting reports from around the country recently, 
especially Cornwall and around the Midlands.  

So did you go to the National Rally?  I do hope so and those who did 
seemed to be having a great time. Lots of conversation, tales and 
information traded over what was a very hot weekend. In fact on 
Saturday the banks of the River Avon at the Riverside were packed 
with many locals enjoying the water on inflatable paddle boards and 
generally relaxing.  A bit like being at the beach with swans but no 
sand!  Personally, the time just whizzed past and all too soon it was time 
to come home again.  Sadly, without even getting down river on the 
lovely electric river taxi to Stratford Upon Avon. Thank you to all of 
those in the club who put so much time and effort into making the 
National Rally such a success and of course, the Riverside staff who 
look after us.  Next year is already booked!  Thanks also to Roy De 
Boise for filming and editing the sixteen minute video of the rally which 
can now be found on the NG website homepage.  

Speaking of the website.  If you have not already done so, please go on 
and complete the online survey.  It only takes a few minutes and is very 
valuable to the club as it provides a guide to the needs and interests of 
our members.  The survey will be open until the end of September and 



 

7 

 
 the analysis published in the December issue of Changing Gear and the 
website. 

At the time of writing only fifty two people have taken the trouble to 
complete the survey which is only twenty percent or so of the 
membership of the club and a fraction of those who visit the Facebook 
page, somewhat underwhelming! 

Rather more encouraging is the level of technical information being 
shared on the Facebook Group at the moment.  We are very fortunate to 
have a number of original builders and other knowledgeable people willing 
to help those who are possibly not so technically able or new to 
NG.  Unfortunately, some members do seem to have difficulty in finding 
workshops that are confident in looking after NGÕs if they are unable to 
do work for themselves. Possibly a note of those providing useful 
services might help?  Not necessarily a recommendation as such, more a 
nod in the right direction.  

Thanks to Alan, Chris, Mike & Charlie for suggesting some of the events 
and reminding me of others.  DonÕt forget to look at the regular meetings 
section and if you go to something you think the rest of us should know 
about, let me know with details and postcode. 

Happy NGÕing everyone. 

“My favourite thing is to go where I have never been”. Diane Arbus. 

Be seeing you  

Dave.  
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 From the Editor 
Firstly huge thanks to all of you who have sent in 
articles for this issue, many of you first time 
contributors, allowing me to get it out ahead of 
schedule and to make a start on the next one!  
If youÕve sent me something and canÕt find it here 
do not despair, it will be in the next one; postage 
rates dictate that the magazine has to be limited 
to 60 pages and your efforts have filled this one to overflowing. 
What a summer we are having, blazing sun and lots to do in the weeks 
ahead so please keep sending in accounts of your NG travels. 
No sooner had the Rally passed than it was time for NGs to head for 
France, myself and our Chairman off to Le Mans Classic and Roy de Boise 
to Caux Retro. The accounts of our adventures and misadventures will 
appear in the next issue. 
ItÕs interesting who you come across  when out in an NG. Queuing at 
Dieppe for the ferry home from Le Mans Classic I got into conversation 
a chap who actually recognised the car as an NG! It turned out that in his 
youth he used to help a fried of his who did welding for Nick Green 
fabricating NG chassis down at Laundry Lane. When I told him that I 
collected my kit in January 1985 he thought it quite likely that my 
chassis could be one that heÕd worked on. 
In addition to the welding, both of them used to go as pit crew when the 
TCR was competing in the Kit Car Championship in the mid 1980s.   
It is now 40 years since the TCR first burst into life, when it was 
launched the intention had been to build just ten of them. Were these all 
built and where are they now? 
Steve PageÕs article on page 43 about his discovery of a TCR that had sat 
unused for years, its resurrection and his test day at Shelsley Walsh is a 
case in point. 
 It would be great to hear from other TCR owners past and present and 
anyone else with tales of NGs competing in motorsport events over the 
years so please dig through your memories, rummage through your old 
photos and send me what you can for a future feature.   
Meanwhile enjoy the rest of the summer, get out in your NGs, take a few 
photos, scribble down a few words and let me know about your 
adventures 

Charlie   
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Membership Mutterings 
If you do change your address or email just 
drop me a line and let me know. 
(rmorri1847@aol.com) That way we can make sure 
that your magazine gets to you and keep you all up 
to date with things that may be of interest. 
The club would like to welcome the following new 
members.  

Bob Morrison 
 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course with Õyour newsÕ to 
publish in ChangiNGear 

  - Thank you and Welcome, Charlie, Editor 

Brian Sparkes 1755 East Sussex 

Brian Harrison 1754 Norfolk 
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 2025 Event Calendar 

(BOLD denotes an NG Owners Club Event of interest) 
 TO FIND OUT ABOUT CLASSIC CAR MEETINGS IN YOUR AREA 

VISIT AND SUBSCRIBE TO THE FOLLOWING WEB SITES 
www.classicshowsuk.co.uk 

www.carevents.com 

www.classiccarmeet.co.uk 
SOME OF THESE WEB SITES HAVE A HUGE LIST OF 
LINKS TO SINGLE MAKE CAR CLUBS, CLASSIC CAR 

CLUBS, MUSEUMS & ALIKE. 
 If you go let us know with a report and some photos for Changing 

Gear or the NG Facebook page. 

2nd–3rd 

August 
Weald of Kent Steam & 
Country Show 

www.wealdofkentsteamrally.co.uk 

Sat. August 
16th 

The Capel Show 
RH55LB 

Popular NG Event 
Booking www.capelshow.co.uk 

Sunday 23rd 
August 

15th Barns Green Classic 
Car Show RH13OPS 

Facebook.  NGÕs will be going! 

Sunday 10th 
September 

Northwold Classic Car & 
Bike Show. 

www.classicshowsuk.co.uk 

13th – 14th 
September 

Farming Yesterday & Vin-
tage Show. Perth PH26BB 

www.sttec.org 

  
12th – 14th 
September 

Goodwood Revival www.goodwood.com 

Sunday 21st 
Sept 

Hinkley BID Town Centre 
Show 

www.hinckleybid.co.uk 

2nd November London to Brighton Vet. 
Car Run 

Several members arrange to 
meet along the way 

December NG Owners Club 
Christmas Lunch 

Sue Bolton 
See advert closer to date 

June 2026 OWNERS CLUB  
NATIONAL RALLY 

Riverside booked – details to 
follow 

16th – 17th Au-
gust 

Biddenden Tractor Fest 
TN278EZ 

www.tractorfest.co.uk 
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Always check Some may be seasonal always 
check with organisers 

Mostly Facebook but some also 
have web sites. 

Monthly 
  

Inglenook Classics.  Inglenook 
Farm. Rainsford WA118AE 

www.inglenookfarm.co.uk 

(Check dates online & FB) 
Throughout 
year 

Castle Combe Autumn Classic 
Race Meetings + other 
events. 

www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk 
Info only 

Monthly Caffeine & Classic 
Klondyke Garden Centre 
FK20XS  Scotland. 

Facebook 
(Need to check on this one, but 
could run through the year)? 

4 Meetings Hinkley Motor Show 
Town Centre LE101DD 

www.hinckleybid.co.uk & Face-
book for dates. 

1st Saturday Podium Breakfast Club 
Bone Lane, Newbury RG145 

Facebook / check 

1st Sunday Breakfast meeting.  
Nottingham Heritage Centre 
NG11 6JS 

Facebook 

9am – 11.30am 
1st & 3rd Sat. 
Check for ven-
ue 

Four Counties Classics 
Pub breakfast meets around 
North Surrey / Kent. 

Own & NG Facebook page. 
Bletchingley Arms is a regular 
SE area NG owners meeting. 

10am on.  
Various dates 

Past N Curious, 
East Sussex 

Own & NG Facebook page. 
Regular SE area NG owners 
meeting. 

1st Sunday of 
month 2pm – 
4pm 

Classic Car Sundays. Alton 
Hants. GU344BH 

Facebook 

1st Sundays 
April – Oct 
9am 

Wheels on the Waterfront 
Sovereign Harbour, 
Eastbourne. BN23SUZ 
Great b/fast venue 

Own & NG Facebook page. 
Regular SE area NG owners 
meeting. 

4th Sunday 
10.30 – 
12.00am 

Classic Cars & Coffee 
The Plough, Plumpton. 
BN73DF 

NG Facebook page 
Or email: tonyash62@gmail.com 

Regular SE area NG owners 
meeting. 

Regular Meetings  
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 Various Alchester & Avon Classic 

Motoring Club. 
Facebook 

Various dates & 
times 

Port Solent Car Meet 
Some are themed. 

Facebook 

Various dates & 
times 

Wisbech & District Historic 
Vehicle Club 

www.wdhvc.com 

join club good events calendar. 
Saturdays 
From 9am 

Anchor Inn.  Lower Froyle 
Hampshire GU34 4NA 

Facebook 

Thursday 
Evenings in 
season 

The Hurst.  Winchfield 
RG27 8DE 

Pre – 1980Õs 
Pub meet from 6pm. 

4th Sunday of 
each month. 

Godalming Breakfast Run.  
Jack Phillips Pub. GU71HR 

Facebook 

2nd Saturday 
8.30am - on. 

Vintage Tyres Breakfast 
Meeting 
Beaulieu National Motor Mu-
seum. SO42 7ZN 

Facebook / check 

2nd Sunday 
10am – 1pm 

The Riverview Meet 
(Pre-2003) 
Forest Row RH18 5DW 

Facebook 

4th Sunday 
8.30am - on 

Horton Historic Vehicle Club 
Cross in Hands Old Sodbury 
BS37 6RJ 

Facebook 

2nd Sunday 
8.30 – 11.30am 

Black Swan Classic Car Meet 
Ockham, Surrey. KT11 1NG 

Facebook 

Monthly Horley Classic Car Meeting 
54, High Street, Horley. 
RH6 7BB 

Facebook / check 

Various dates Southern Classics.  Shows / 
meets 

www.southernclassics.org.uk 

Various dates Storrington & Dist. Classic & 
Sportscar Enthusiasts.  
Shows / meets 

www.sadcase.co.uk 

Some NG Owners are members 
1st & 3rd Sat. 
All Year 

The Coopers Arms.  Weston 
On Trent. DE722BJ 

www.coopers-arms.co.uk 

Various dates British Motor Museum, 
Gaydon 
Various events throughout 
the year. 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

Facebook etc. 
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2ndTuesday 
evening April 
–Oct. 

Gaydon Gatherings 
Anything interesting 

Tickets as above 

April – Sept 
10am 

Headcorn Classic Car  
Meetings.   
TN27 9HX. 
Cost - Car park charge only 

www.headcornearodrome.co.uk 
For exact days. 
Popular with NG owners. 

April – Oct. 
10am 

Running Retros at Headcorn 
Anything old and mechanical! 

Facebook.  As above. 
+ free air show with any luck! 

Year round? 
2nd Sat of 
month 9.30am. 

Castle Donington Community 
Hub 
101 Bondgate, 
Castle Donington 
DE74 2NR 

Facebook 

Feb & Nov 
usually, 

Ardingly Autojumble RH176TL 
(A bit of a classic gathering) 

www.horsamhistorics.co.uk 

Sundays 
4.30pm 

Milton Keynes Retro & Classic Car 
Club.  The Barn MK9 3BZ 

Facebook 
Five Shires Classic Car Shows 

Sundays 10am Boston Bowl Breakfast Car 
Meet.  American style Dinner. 
Lincs. PE21 9RH 

Facebook 
Check dates. 
  

2nd & 4th 
Saturdays 

Kent Classic & Sportscar Club 
The Moat, Wrotham, Kent 
TN15 7RJ 

NG Facebook page 

1st Thursday 
May – Oct. 

The Sun at Whitchurch, Nr. 
Reading. RG8 7PU 

Facebook. 

2nd Sunday 
10am. 

Binton Social Club Breakfast 
Meet. 
Nr. Stratford Upon Avon 

Emai: bintonclub@gmail.com 

Sundays 
8.30am 
Year round 

Toast N Tyres at ArbuckleÕs 
Restaurant & Bar. 
Downham Market PE38 0AD 

Facebook to check dates but 
looks like 3rd Sundays 

1st Sat 4.30 – 
6.30pm 

Bird In Hand Classic Car 
Meeting.  
Hayle. Corn.TR27 4HY 

Facebook 
Do check this one. 

1st Saturday 
March – Dec 
10am – 1pm 

Banbury Classic Vehicle  
Breakfast Natter 
National Herb Centre  
OX17 1DF 

Facebook,  
Or email:  
christineadkins@hotmail.co.uk 
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 1st Sunday? 
9.30am 

The Giffard Park Pub 
Milton Keynes MK145QP 

Facebook 
Milton Keynes Classic Car Club 

4th Sunday 
9am onwards 
  

Classic & Vintage Vehicle 
Meet 
The Welcome Café. Twyford. 
LE14 2HZ 

Facebook 
Jeanette 07982715229 

Occasional Burgess Hill Classic Car Club 
The Woolpack. RH15 8TS 

Facebook & 
NG Facebook page 

2nd Sunday 
April - Oct 

Hub Classics Breakfast Meet 
Wadhurst TN7 1JX 

Facebook & 
NG Facebook page 

2nd & 4th 
Sundays 
April – Sept. 

Classic Cars at the Carpenters 
Carpenters Arms.  
Dale Abbey, Derbyshire 

Facebook 

Sun. 9am Bagshot Breakfast Meet 
Pine Ridge Golf Club 

Facebook / check 

Sat. 9am – 
12.pm 

Haddenham Classics Break-
fast Meet.  Bradmoor Farm. 

Facebook / Check 

Monthly Teignbridge Classics 
Devon.  Shows & meetings. 

www.teignbridgeclassics.co.uk 

Monthly / 
Annual show 

Manhood Classics 
Selsey, West Sussex. 

Facebook. 

Monthly 
9.0am – 1.0pm 

Ship & Anchor Pub.  Break-
fast / lunch meeting. 
Ford BN18 0BJ 

Facebook.  Winter season with 
some summer evenings due to 
caravan /camp site use. 

Sunday / 
Monthly 

OilyÕs Breakfast Club 
Weymouth FC car park  

Facebook – check which Sunday. 

Monthly 
  

Lydden Hill Circuit Kent 
Various meetings / events 
through the year. 

www.lyddenhill.co.uk 

Sunday 
Monthly 
10am – 1.0pm 

Heart of England Vehicle 
Show CV7 8DX 

Facebook 

Saturday / 
Monthly 
10am onwards 

Wheels of Wallop 
Army Flying Museum 
Stockbridge SO20 8FB 

Facebook 

Monthly LB Classic & Retro 
Leighton Buzzard LU70NW 

Facebook for dates & times. 

2nd Saturday Modern Classics (+ others) 
Gardeners Arms Ardingly 
RH176TJ 

Facebook 
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MG Car Run to Ardeley (14 May 2025) 

The St Albans MG Owners Club have car runs on the second Wednesday 
evenings during the summer months and this was the first one this year. 
A lovely warm and sunny day started to give way to a chilly breeze so it 
was necessary to be wrapped up well. We assembled at Nomansland car 
park just north of Sandridge, near St Albans and this time, owing to 
several new members joining us, we had 12 cars - 3 MGAs, 2 Midgets, 2 
MGF/TFs, 2 RV8s, a BGT, a ZT-T and of course Dobby the NG. 

We set off in convoy and mostly managed to keep together through the 
back country roads and villages of Hertfordshire to a community pub in 
Ardeley (near Stevenage) called the Jolly Waggoner. Here we had our 

drinks and conversations 
before venturing back to our 
respective homes. For me it 
was a round trip of 50 miles so 
gave Dobby another 
opportunity to enjoy the fresh 
air. It was also apparent on the 
way home with lights loading 
the electrics, that the new 
generator belt I put on 
recently had bedded in as there were frequent squeals of protest from 
it. I must adjust it before the next run. 

Chris Humphreys 
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ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR 

No need to rush this morning, back roads taken, dual carriageway 
forsaken.  Always staying on the right side of sunshine thanks to the 
South DownÕs protective rise, dark and threatening though to the north.  
Off to the Cuckoo Fair at LaughtonÕs Heritage Showground with nothing 
booked, but it is always a good show.  I am quite early and at the gate I 
am asked if I would like to display, a kind invitation that is declined as I 
have no wish to “be at the show” all day, other things to do back home. 

Heritage is very much the theme at the two annual Laughton shows. It is 
honest rural entertainment, the air filled with coal smoke from numerous 
steam engines and the delightful sound of fairground organs pumping 
away here and there. This is not the place of faux country folk who 
appear, with sartorial elegance, to have stepped straight from the 
changing room of the outfitters. No, people here have dirt worn clothes 
and dusty boots.  Blue oil-stained overalls and cloth caps abound, worn by 
young and old alike who look as if they really do know one end of a 
Whitworth spanner from another.    

As you enter, to the left is the big brash fun 
fair which is awakening from its overnight 
slumber and at the right past the restaurant 
and bar there are rows of steam engines, 
engineering marvels large and small. Like an 
exclamation mark reaching for the sky the 
largest mobile crane that I have ever seen 
dominates the middle of the showground. Fully 
elevated, with flag unfurled, it towers above 
everything and is visible for miles around.  Too 
massive to photograph with any sort of 
perspective, although I tried in vain, just one 
of the exhibits from local businesses and contractors who support the 
show each year. 

People step aside to allow tractors and scale steam engines to pass as 
they make their way towards the display arena. They are followed by one 
of several large radio controlled model tanks, the master of ceremonies 
taking time to talk to each of the participants about their vehicles as 
they enter. It is great to see so many young people working on these old 
machines and having the chance to drive into the display arena, although 
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they still have a good few years before they can actually hold a licence. 
It provides a little hope for the future generations in this click bait age. 

The classic car display field is somewhat depleted compared to previous 
days I am told, probably being Bank 
Holiday Monday and also competing with 
the Bexhill 100 Polgrove Show, but some 
of the usual suspects are here and I stop 
and chat for a while on this and that. At 
the east of the field there are very many 
vintage tractors, this has always been a 
show that attracts local enthusiasts, both 
amateur and professional, in fact anything 
old and mechanical is likely to be on 
display. On the pond you are invited to have a go by one of the radio 
control model boat clubs, only a small tug boat is out on the water with a 
young lad at the helm and under 
instruction.  The beautiful scale 
ships are safely tucked away from 
the wind in gazebos.  Everything for 
the young lad, actually not so young!  
Along the way a boa constrictor 
stretches out from a tent in the 
warming sun.  Young children gently, 
if somewhat nervously, stroke its 
serpentine body; it seems not to mind. 

In the distance dust is rising from the east field, the 4X4 section. An 
old armoured personal carrier is offering the chance of driving a 
tracked vehicle over rough terrain for 
a price. It canÕt be cheap as the fuel 
consumption of the Rolls Royce two 
stroke diesel engine is a mere one mile 
per gallon over ground and three on the 
road. I stand fussing on a very laidback 
golden retriever laying in the back of a 
battered Toyota Pickup as the GKN 
Trojan makes a couple of laps, dust and 
smoke spewing behind.  ThatÕs another 
gallon gone. 
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There is a Big Top Circus at the bottom of the south field, I didnÕt stop 
to take in a show, but was reliably informed that the acts are very 
talented and worth watching.  In front of the Circus is the commercial 
display area which includes some magnificent showmanÕs vehicles and 
living trailers, one of which draws you in to have your fortune told. Not 
today, I will rely on what natural order brings.  The old British names are 
here, ERF and Scammell, mostly 
military, with some being over eighty 
years old now in the traditional reds, 
maroons and cream coach paint. 
Touches of gold highlight letters on 
signs and trim, they are splendid 
traditional travelling fairground 
vehicles that have not changed since I 
first remember them. Across the way 
sits the largest Scammell ten wheeled 
tractor unit I have ever seen, this is 
connected to an equally huge green 
four wheeled trailer which dwarfs 
some of the regular size Bedfords 
parked alongside. 

Naturally there are stall holders in 
rows waiting to sell you things you 
donÕt need, but some you do such as 
tools and consumables. To the side an 
autojumble of sorts leads you to the noisiest side of the field. Large 
letters on the side of an articulated lorry state “Power Pulling - The 
MadmanÕs Motor Sport.”  It really is an all-hands-on deck kind of thing, 
drag racing on clay pulling a weighted sled with a brake man perched on 
top, interspersed by harrowing and rolling the clay ready for the next 
run. Apparently, one did go in the hedge yesterday in a sort of slow 
speed, but very powerful crash. No harm done, but you can see why 
everyone wears crash helmets and fire-retardant overalls including the 
man on the sled. 

Workshop consumables and summer weight hat purchased, sustained by a 
light lunch of cake and coffee it is midday and time to leave, so head 
back to the TA.  Leaving with a wave of thanks to the man on the gate, a 
pleasant drive takes me through Lewes, by now people are out and about 
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and it is busy through narrow streets and cuts if you know your way. I 
like Lewes, in some respects it reminds me of Glastonbury.  It seems to 
have become the ancestral home of many an aging Hippie and New Age 
traveller drawn by the genteel and liberal charm of this ancient town with 
its castle ruins upon the hill. No cannabis wafting through the air today 
though, far too breezy, but the smell always makes me smile as Lewes is 
also home to the headquarters of Sussex Police! 

To quote Wallace and Grommit, another grand day 
out, in the TA Straight Six. 

Dave Woolgar 
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A Mystery and A Grand Day Out; the road to Wallingford 
I have a friend who has a collection of cars and over the years we have 
had some interesting incidents with them. The problem with having a 
collection of cars is that they have to share being taken out and used. 
Individually they spend very little time on the road and I donÕt think this 
is good for them. I feel that a car used regularly is much more reliable 
than one used only two or three times a year. His MG TD has caused us 
several problems over the years with failed condensers, broken points 
and a locked-up gearbox. 
The weekend before the Wallingford Vehicle Rally, we decided to go on a 
decent drive to give confidence in our cars. It was also “Drive It Day”. 
Our wives were going to come with us and as the weather was just 
beautiful, we decided a drive from Reading to Lasham airfield was in 
order. Lasham is the premier gliding airfield in the country and has a 
rather nice club house and café that is open to the public. There is also 
plenty of parking and an outside space where you can watch the gliders 
being winch and tow launched. 
My friend has a Lotus Elan in his collection and as he had been checking 
it over during the week he felt confident in using the car for a drive to 
Lasham and then the Wallingford Rally the following week. Jan and I 
have our play cars. She has an MX5 and I have my NG. Jan joined me in 
the NG for this little outing. We set off in glorious warm weather with 
lots of sun and fair-weather clouds. Just the right sort of weather for 
being up in a glider or cruising through the country lanes in an NG. 
We had decided that as I was familiar with the route I would lead in the 
NG and my friend and his wife would follow in the Lotus. We made good 
progress with me keeping an eye on the mirror and my friend following in 
his Lotus. As I passed one of our local favourite pubs, I realised the 
Lotus was no longer behind me. Drat! I could have pulled into the pub car 
park had I noticed earlier. I was now stuck on a road with no turning 
points for miles. Jan and I eventually managed to turned around and look 
for the missing Lotus. We found them in the pub car park with the 
bonnet up. My friend was under the bonnet changing the spark plugs. The 
ones he took out were very black. It looked like the car was running very 
rich. Apparently, the Lotus had started to lose power and coughed its 
way to the car park. With the spark plugs changed a turn of the key and 
the car started immediately. It sat there in the car park ticking over 
quite happily with no sign of any problem. We discussed options and 
decided, as the car now seemed fine, to carry on to Lasham. 
The rest of the journey was uneventful. We spent a very pleasant 



 

21 

 
 
afternoon making good use of the airfield café and watching the gliding. 
Apparently, there was some sort of competition going on so there was 
plenty of activity. I had done a bit of gliding in my teens but had always 
had a tow plane launch. I had never seen a glider being winch launched. It 
looked a frightening experience like being in an express elevator. The 
bend on the wings of these modern composite gliders is amazing. 
Another surprise for me was a glider dumping water. Apparently, some of 
these high-performance gliders can carry water ballast to improve some 
aspects of their performance. 
So, now for the trip home. We decide I would be tail end Charlie and 
follow the Lotus home. It was all going so well until we got to the bottom 
of the hill leading up to Odiham airfield. The Lotus stuttered to a halt 
and managed to make a side road at the bottom of the hill. 
What was wrong this time? The spark plugs were blackish but we had a 
spark. We eased the fuel supply pipe feeding the carburettors and with 
the ignition on no fuel came out of the pipe so it looked like a fuel pump 
problem. The fuel pump in the Elan is easily accessible in the boot so we 
had a look at that and it was so hot you could not put your hand on it! 
Interesting. Did we have a faulty fuel pump or was something else going 
on? Was it a fuel line blockage stalling the pump and causing it to 
overheat? Had the very hot pump caused a vapour lock? We had no spare 
pump so after trying all the usual things of giving it a good thump, 
checking it had power and turning the power on and off a few times we 
were rather stuck. 
My friend put in a call to the AA so there we sat waiting until he arrived. 
The AA man was with us in just over 30 minutes and after realising that 
he could not plug in his diagnostic computer settled in for some basic 
fault finding. It quickly became apparent he was going to struggle as he 
tried all the things we had tried with no success. It was looking like a 
probable trailer job. We were adding nothing to the party so we wished 
our friends well and headed for home. 
I got a call from my friend later in the evening. They got the Lotus 
running shortly after we had left but it only got half way up the hill to 
Odiham before packing up again. The car was eventually towed home.  
Over the next couple of weeks my friend tried all sorts of things to try 
and find the problem. He got hold of a new fuel pump but before he 
fitted it, he thought he would give the old one another try. He fed the 
carburettor pipe into a container and the pump rattled away and pumped 
two gallons of petrol with no problem! He had the car ticking over on the 
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drive for over an hour with no problem. He tried driving the car up and 
down his drive and no problem. Returning after having had lunch, the car 
would not start. After having stripped and inspected the entire fuel 
system including the fuel pump, fuel pressure regulator, pipework and 
fitting and trying the new fuel pump he could find nothing wrong. 
Eventually, in desperation, he removed the fuel tank and gave it a good 
wash out and, surprise, surprise, he managed to remove a plastic label 
and several bits of swarf. Had that caused the problem? Had it been two 
problems at the same time? Intermittent fuel starvation and very over 
rich mixture causing plug fouling? Worryingly we are still not convinced 
he has got to the bottom of the problem.  
For the Wallingford rally my friend decided to use his MG TD. He spent 
some time during the week before the rally making sure it was running 
OK. 
The day of the rally dawned bright and sunny. I donÕt know how 
Bernadette manages this but every year she gets the tickets and sorts 
out the good weather. Jan and I in our NG met up with my friend and his 
wife in their tin top on the outskirts of Sonning. We then played follow 
my leader towards Wallingford. About half way there we called in at the 
place where he keeps his MG so that they could continue in that. It was 
then the pleasant drive to the Wallingford and a meet up with all the 
others in our group.  It was the usual arrangement of getting together in 
the Lidl car park before setting off in convoy to the sports ground off 
the Hithercroft road.   
There were a fare few NG already in the car park when we arrived. It 
was then a pleasant chat to friends and acquaintances while we waited 
for the rest of our group to appear. There were still a couple of NGs 
missing when it was time to set off for the sports ground.  
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Our group consisted of 11 NGs plus an MG TD and a Land Rover. Charlie 
Killick and Nigel Beasley joined us for the first time this year. Charlie 
commented that it was probably the largest gathering of NG other that 
at the National rally.  
At the sports ground the vehicles were starting to arrive. We were all 
arranged one behind the other in about the third row of cars. We now 
had some time to spare while other 
vehicles arrived before the start of 
the parade. There was time for a 
coffee and a wander around some of 
the other vehicles. Paul Strickland 
arrived in his NG and managed to 
park in the row adjacent to us. Very 
convenient as it meant he could pull 
out into our row as we left so he was 
with all the other NGs. The rally 
organisers were doing the round of 
the cars handing out some goodies including things from the sponsors 
and the usual rally flags (I wish they would use some better paper as 
they were soon shredded in the wind as the cars got moving). 
At the allotted time the cars all 
started to file out of the sports 
field for their parade around the 
Wallingford town centre all lead by 
a rather unique Wacky Racers Mean 
Machine. I am sure there are more 
people every year. The centre of the 
town was pack with cheering crowds 
and lots of people of all ages sitting 
in their drives enjoying a picnic and 
waving to the cars. My NG does not 
like a stop start drive on a hot day (the engine gets very lumpy) so I was 
quite glad when we got to the field known as the Kinecroft and parked 
up.  
The Kinecroft is bounded on two sides by Saxon earthen ramparts that 
formed part of the defensive fortifications of the town. We all made it 
without incident this year although Dave Keen had problems on his way 
to Wallingford but persevered and got there eventually.  
It was then out with the picnic chairs for a very pleasant afternoon of 
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chatting to 
people about our 
cars, catching up 
with friends, 
looking at the 
eclectic mixture 
of all types of 
vehicles and 
watching various 
events in the 
arena. We had 
been joined by 
Ed and Loraine Powell and their 
dog Cooper. They had arrived 
with Richard Wold and Robert 
Ingram, as they are now no 
longer NG owners having sold 
their TF last year. 
All too soon the crowds began 
to thin and cars started to 
depart so we packed up and 
said our farewells and set off 
for home. Jan and I in the NG 
and my friends following on in their MG. We waved goodbye to them as 
they stopped to drop of the MG and pick up their tin top on the way 
back to Reading. My only concern was that my fuel gauge read empty all 
the way back home. I did not tell Jan until we were safely back on our 
drive. I have no idea what the problem was as I filled the car up the 
next day and the fuel gauge worked perfectly and has done ever since. 
 A few days ago, I heard a car on our gravel drive. It was my friend with 
the Lotus Elan. He had been out for a drive and thought he would call by 
and see if he could cadge a coffee. We chatted for a while then, when 
he tried to leave, the car would not start. A swap of some very black 
spark plugs solved the problem; he really needs to sort out his over rich 
Strombergs. 
 

Mike Manners 
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My First Rally 

Blue Boy (my TF) could not make it in 2024 but I had confidence now and 
so at 8 am Saturday, I started what turned out a 230 mile trek to 
Stratford from Bexhill on sea, East Sussex. 

The thought of M25 and M40 was unattractive so cutting across to 
Winchester through the country and up the A34 got the vote. 

We all know what great weather the U.K. had and the first half of the 
journey pootling through Sussex did not disappoint. I passed by numerous 
National Trust sites and estates, which are all highly recommended if you 
are down this way, Sheffield Park, Nymans, Leonardslee House and 
Petworth House (home to the largest deer herd in the U.K. and one of the 
largest Turner exhibitions et alia). 

It has been a while since using the A34 and as good as it is, it is still too 
much like a motorway. 

With a couple of stops, I arrived at the B&B about 3ish. I noticed what I 
thought was the faintest of glows on the alternator light and resolved to 
check, when I was at the rally. I arrived there shortly afterwards, 
greeted by more NGs together than I had previously seen and looking 
forward to everything. After generally touching base, my first pleasure 
was to meet Chris Hollier and he very kindly invited me to sit with his 
lovely party of friends and relatives in the shade. Not an offer anyone 
should turn down. 

Now our club is blessed with a number of very clever and talented guys, 
so a jigsaw mechanical enthusiast like me was like a pig in **** at this 
rally. Naturally, part of the chat turned to my current build and 
unsurprisingly, Chris provided meaningful direction on some of my more 
daring intentions, which I 
intend to follow. His superb 
new NG pick-up had wing 
features that I like and our 
chat identified that he has 
other wing moulds from a 
Jaguar based kitcar, which 
have similar Morganesque 
features. So much on this 
subject to take away. Thanks 
Chris. 
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I left the group to check in with Theresa Goodbun and sort out food 
matters (thanks to my booking late!). On the way back, I checked the fan 
belt with a view to tightening slightly. What fan belt? It must have 
finally given up the ghost when driving into the park and jumped ship. 

Now a reader might think what 
bad luck, but I have always 
thought of myself as a lucky 
sort of guy and that Someone up 
there really does move in 
mysterious ways. After all, this 
could have happened in 228 miles 
of worse places. Instead, it 
happens in a field surrounded by 
car geeks, innovators and basically your best nightmare scenario. 

Dave Woolgar was quick on the scene to lend assistance (his TA is better 
equipped than Halfords) but his straight six Triumph TA spare fan belt 
was just too big, even trying to jury rig the alternator upwards.  I sort 
of ran out of time on real options but knew that Alan Myland was here on 
Sunday, so a phone call to one of our gurus and, as expected, he had a 
fan belt to bring along. Terrific. I could leave Blue Boy in the field 
overnight and go off to enjoy some good BBQ food with friends. 

It was a 2 mile walk to and from the B&B but nice. Stratford pubs were 
heaving as you would expect and four locals decided to fall in the river, 
having tippled generously and much to my humour. I have to say that the 
houses along the Avon are something else. I live in a town on the coast 
which has its fair share of rich houses overlooking water and in the £2-5 
million bracket. I think Tiddington Road is the next hike up. 

Anyway, an early start and back to the car before 8am to prepare for 
Alan's arrival. Another one of our clever guys, Ian Clark, joined me. Ian's 
NG life started with his fatherÕs passion and he now drives an NG both 
sides of the Atlantic. Ian admits to a dislike of putting pen to paper, 
which is a great shame for us. I did suggest he talks to his phone instead 
to share NG stuff on Facebook. We shall see. 

Alan arrived and the standard MGB fan belt did not fit! No doubt 
everyone is aware that the B series engine and attachments has 
countless options and my Ivor Searle version chose to have an oversized 
water pump pulley. Annoyingly, I missed my planned breakfast with Alan 
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and Margaret because Ian kindly offered to take me to the nearest 
Halfords open, which was Leamington. After a thrash through the 
countryside, we arrived and greeted by can you believe it, Halfords no 
longer stocking fan belts and Ian's fan belt disintegrating in the car 
park! It was like that Casablanca moment, in all the bars in all the 
world.... of all the NG clever guys, I get the one with a dodgy fan belt! 

Anyway, Ian had a spare for his 2 litre Ford pinto and back to the field, 
where I was greeted with more NGs and now numerous offers of fan 
belts. Lo and behold John Coker had a Marina based engine I think and 
his spare fan belt was for a Morris and slightly bigger than the MGB. 10 
minutes with Dave Woolgar in his work gloves and I turned the key. Blue 
Boy was back in the race! Thanks, John. 

This is definitely why I think life moves in mysterious ways. The irony is 
that when building the Old Englishman's 18V engine, I actually bought an 
oversized water pump pulley to replace the smaller one already there, 
thinking that I could not go wrong by matching the Ivor Searle approach. 
What a plonker. I am now blessed with having to keep a stock of 
oversized fan belts. 

I could now get back to what I was here for, looking at NGs, getting 
ideas for my ongoing build and relaxing with friends. 

One of the Sunday arrivals was 
Phil Prior, his unusual TA with TF 
modifications won an award later 
in the day. Charlie Killick had 
made a great recommendation and 
I had previously exchanged 
messaging with Phil on aspects of 
his car, which I wanted to adopt 
and here it was to see in the 
flesh. Phil allowed me to measure key areas to copy his "wheel in the 
wing" setup. 

Then off to get food (really good) and listen to John Watson's final 
presentation. 

During the day, I was chatting Pete Towner about his Henley. His was a 
beautiful non-standard green and he had the same dilemma as I have 
with mine, namely getting a paint match on something non-standard. 
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Indeed, my weekend was full of Ford 
NGs because I then chatted to Paul 
Strickland. I am too far down the 
road with standard B series now, but 
in a different life, I could easily have 
bought Paul's Henley, which is, sadly, 
on the market. 

My journey home this time down the 
motorways was thankfully uneventful. 
It turns out I have a good NG after 
all. I just need to make the next one better. 

Will I make the long journey again next year? Of course. Will I stay 
longer? Probably. 

I just have to work out how to get Jacqui in the NG for that length of 
time! As Paul remarked, you never seem to build up enough brownie 
points for NG outings. I don't know why. 

Tony Martin 
And as a postscript to TonyÕs piece………... 

A Good Deed Leads to Trouble.  

As we all know, the road to hell is paved with good intentions.  

Well, hereÕs my story. I arrived 
at the NG national rally in my 
TF named “Belle”, a beautiful 
car built by Tony Bell hence the 
name. We had completed about 
500 miles together so far this 
week with no troubles and I was 
looking forward to a nice 
weekend.  

On Saturday during the afternoon there was a car on the field with 
hood up and wrenches turning, oh forgot to say I live in the US so hood 
thatÕs bonnet and wrenches are spanners to those who live in the UK. 
Anyway, I stuck my nose in and offered to help, but Dave Woolgar had 
largely got the problem under control, but didnÕt (Cont. page 34)   
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The Awards: (see photos on the centre pages, clockwise from top left) 

The Cheetham Cup for best modification went to Chris Hollier and Laurie 
Bush for the brilliant scratch built NG (Morris) pick-up. A quite 
remarkable design and build with NG roots (if you dig deep enough!). 

The Piston trophy, for a “Car of Special Interest” to Phil Prior for his 
TA/TF  

The Peter Clark Concours Cup was awarded to Nick Houston for his 
magnificently turned out NG TF, a quite recent build that also had passed 
the rigors of the IVA  examination. 

Club Special Award to John and Barbara Hoyle in recognition of 
everything that they have done, and continue to do, for the marque, Club 
and its members 

The EditorÕs Cup was this year awarded to Nick Houston for his articles 
about the protracted build of his TF and navigation of the IVA 

Special Health & Safety Award of one of the new NGOC Hi-viz tabards 
to Dave Keen so that he well prepared for his next breakdown!  

The Chairman's Shield was awarded this year to Charlie Killick  for his 
outstanding work  not just for his efforts in putting the Club's quarterly 
mag together, but for the magnificent commemorative magazine which has 
taken hours of research in order to bring the various historical  elements 
of the marque, magazine and Club. 

The Peacock Trophy for an outstanding Clubman. This goes to Dave 
Woolgar, who enthusiastically  lists all the potential events in in the 
quarterly ChangiNGear and on the Facebook page, he often answers the 
many technical questions posed by members and non-members, and his car 
pops up at so many Sunday meets representing the NG marque. 

Rally round-up  

A little difficult to establish an exact number for the attendance this 
year as not everyone signed the register; please, please remember to do so 
next year it does make it easier. Knowing how NGers do like their food we 
had 53 sitting down to a meal on Friday , 46 on Saturday and 80+ Sunday.  

In terms of cars Sunday was the more popular day with 33 together at one 
time compared to 22 on Saturday but, given that these include many cars  
there for both days, overall we reckon about 40 NGs came this year. 
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 (cont. from p 28) have the correct fan belt for the car; the problem is 
all of these NGÕs are the same but different. After canvassing multiple 
people around the rally field no belt seemed to be available that was the 
correct size so a phone call to Alan Myland, who was turning up the 
following day, and would bring one with him. Sunday morning and the belt 
arrives, but itÕs the wrong size; as I said before even MGB based NGs 
can have different size pulleys and their various other modifications so 
the belt wouldnÕt fit, weÕre stuck so I offered to take Tony Martin, the 
owner of the stricken car off to HalfordÕs the only car parts store open 
on Sunday. We had a lovely drive along the country lanes around 
Tiddington, wind in the hair life is good and arrived at the Halfords store 
at that point an evil screeching sound is happening from Belle. I pull into 
the parking lot and open the hood to find my fan belt completely 
eviscerated. Its entrails wrapped around the pulleys, but no further 
evidence of damage Turns out Halfords doesnÕt sell fan belts anymore 
but luckily when I bought my car Tony Bell had prepared me with a first 
aid kit which included the necessary belt and I was able to fit it in the 
parking lot. I headed back to the rally site.  

I got to the site. John Watson was operating a post on entry to the field 
which acts as a riffraff and feral child filter! John was looking 
concerned. He said youÕre in trouble. “Mary is looking for you”, at that 
point I realized that I spent a little bit longer fitting my fan belt than I 
should have. I immediately took my shredded fan belt and ran back to 
the caravan where Mary was furious. “I made a mistake” I said. She was 
so disappointed that IÕd abandoned my duties to help somebody else and 
I could barely get another word in edgeways to explain that the fan belt 
in my hand was not the one of the guy I was trying to help but the one 
that belonged to Belle. I mean, what are the chances of two fan belt 
failures in one sentence. Her fury finally calmed from 11 to a workable 7 
and sandwiches and sausage rolls became my focus after a cursory hand 
wash (Belle is very clean). The afternoon went well and a late MGB fan 
belt was found. I am not sure which car provided it or whether it was a 
voluntary surrender. As I say the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions. 

 

Ian Clark 
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Our Rally Weekend 
This year we hosted Murray & Irene Burgess (former NG TF owners) 
who left their home (in Scotland) on Thursday morning at 05:30 to 
travel south. 
After breakfast on the Friday, Murray & Irene said they would follow 
us in convoy in their (EV) tin top whilst Sue & I were in the NG. 
Stratford is approximately 60 miles from home so in the NG it would 
normally take around 1.5 hours to get there. Leaving home at around 
11:30 should not have been a problem; famous last words! 
Attempting to join the M1 from the A46 the traffic seemed very slow 
until we came to a halt. After several minutes being stationary and 
melting in the scorching sun, the navigator looked at the map and 
suggested we take an alternative route. 
We would normally get on the M1 for a mile or so and drop down onto 
the M69 and then take the first exit off the M69 to travel along the  
"Fosse Way"  to within a couple of miles of Wellesbourne and then 
Stratford upon Avon, so we took an alternative route to get to the 
Fosse Way. 
Increased traffic on the minor roads plus a silly mistake meant we 
added an hour or so onto our journey time getting to Stratford. 
After booking in to our accommodation we arrived at the Riverside at 
around 3pm. A number of NGs were already present so it was a 
question of meeting up with other members. 
All too quickly it was time for 
food in the restaurant at 
7pm, followed by a (very) 
light hearted quiz, provided 
by Bob & Angela Morrison. 
Our NG was left on the field 
at Riverside overnight along 
with another half dozen or 
others. 
The next morning, after breakfast, Murray and I walked up to 
Riverside Park. 
Free drinks and cake are on offer all day in the club tent for NG 
members and their guests, other food and drink can obviously be 
purchased at the Riverside Bar. 
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I spent time on Saturday talking to a fellow member, Nick Barnes, who 
has a TD which has never been completed. 
Nick said the TD has a 3 bearing engine, no overdrive and dubious back 
axle so has decided to strip the TD after purchasing a donor MGBGT; his 
intention is to totally re-build the NG with the GT parts. 
Saturday evening food was taken in the undercroft, after which another 
quiz for the evening again provided by Bob & Angela. 
 On Sunday around 1pm there was a superb Buffet provided by Mary, 
Barbara and John Hoyle. 
After the Buffet, various awards were 
presented by John Watson after which 
members began to pack up and load 
their cars and depart for the long 
drive home. 
A number of people who were staying 
overnight on the Sunday had booked an 
evening meal in the Bar which was a 
great opportunity to chat over the meal. 
All too soon it was time to retreat back to the accommodation and the 
conclusion of another NG National Rally. 
If you are reading this and have never attended a National Rally all I can 
say is that you are missing out especially if you have an NG.  
With all models of NGs at the National Rally you will be able to speak/
discuss the cars with their owners and see a variety of individual 
differences. 
If you have an NG and lack the confidence of driving to the Rally I would 
suggest drive the car on a regular basis and extend the distance driven 
each time you go out. 
I would also suggest some form of breakdown recovery just in case you 
do have a breakdown and are unable to repair the car at the roadside. 
This year, the weather was excellent over the weekend; maybe it was too 
hot for some people to attend? 
The committee members do a fantastic job in organising and co-
ordinating the Rally to be a great success.    
Looking forward to next yearÕs Rally commencing Friday 19th June 2026  

Dave Baguley 
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 The NG Rally, a womanÕs point of view 
To be honest I am not a car enthusiast, a car to me is essential for 
getting from A to B. That said I am finding that in a village like ours 
transport services are sadly dwindling. 
So, this is essentially about the NG Rally from a womanÕs point of view; 
men need read no further. 
The NG Rally held every year in June is an essential on our calendar, even 
booking the B&B a year ahead. 
The NG club members who attend the rally are a lovely friendly group 
and I must be pc and say that there are a few women that drive their 
NG to the rally and other events, much kudos to them (I can't reach the 
pedals). 
Stratford on Avon at Riverside is an ideal venue, sited with many 
accessible features. 
River Taxi from the Riverside into Stratford on Avon. 
The Basin and River walks. 
Craft Fairs held around the Canal Basin. 
Street market on Saturdays in Rother Street. 
For the energetic itÕs a 1.7 mile walk into Stratford on Avon. 
At the Canal Basin there is a boat converted into a cafe. 
River cruises available at the canal basin. 
Many Architectural buildings within Stratford. 
ItÕs hard not to mention the Royal Shakespeare Company when visiting 
Stratford this being the main theatre but there are two others within 
Stratford, The Swan Theatre and The Holloway Garden Theatre 
(obviously open air). 
Personal recommendations include: 
A guided walking tour. Especially on a first visit. 
The RSC Tower with great panoramic views. 
The Butterfly Farm, to see how beautiful and fragile life is, or quiet 
contemplation. 
Donna recommended The Mad Museum a few years ago (I haven't been 
yet). 
Shopping, yes who can resist retail therapy?   Stratford upon Avon has 
been fortunate enough to stave off the decline of the High Street, with 
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 a variety of shops, cafes and restaurants and a variety of street 
entertainment. 
All of this I am sure you can all access with a computer, with many more 
ideas. 
The NG Rally isn't just about the cars when returning to the Rally field. 
With a free drinks and cakes tent, itÕs about friendships that last, 
meeting people and getting to know new friends. 
The social side of this weekend cannot be underestimated. 
Who can't but be proud of rows of NG cars which look so impressive?   

I cannot put a monetary value on (our) NG; itÕs about the fun we have. 
The car never fails to attract attention. Before ours was fitted with 
seats the children in the village called it the Noddy car; our young 
grandson thinks itÕs a tractor ( I think because of the two large 
headlights). 
When we have a drive out, drivers wave as you pass by; this was 
something I wasn't expecting.  
So, ladies join your husbands/partners whatever you enjoy doing; come 
and have some fun. 
Just to finish I must mention three ladies who make this a great 
weekend. Barbara, Mary and Teresa; all three put in a lot of hard work 
behind the scenes and at the Rally. 

Sue Baguley 
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An Annual Pilgrimage 

Mid June and itÕs time to make my annual trip to the Le Mans 24hr race, 
something that IÕve done every year since 1983, with the majority of the 
trips done in my TC. 

From the simplicity of the early years when we could turn up at the 
entrance to “Garage Vert, Camping Houx” and buy a ticket at the gate, 
over the years it has become ever more difficult to buy a ticket directly 
from the ACO (Automobile Club de lÕOuest) who stage the event.  For the 
past 10 years or so IÕve purchased through an agent, 1st Tickets, who add 
a not unreasonable mark up and include a few goodies along with the 
tickets, including an ear-clip radio pre-tuned to radio Le Mans for event- 
long English language commentary, interviews and information. 

I approached this yearÕs event with a little trepidation since the ACO 
had taken the decision to close the Tertre Rouge and Bleu Nord camp 
sites both of which IÕve used for years. I find this baffling , especially as 
Tertre Rouge has been such a feature of the event, a great gathering of 
enthusiastic, and often rowdy campers within spitting distance of the 
track. Bleu Nord has been made a car park for day visitors, Tertre Rouge 
has become a “Fan Zone”. I had booked for Tertre Rouge and a period of 
uncertainty followed the ACOÕs announcement but eventually I was 
allocated a spot on the “Epinettes” camp site.    
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I had booked on the 9:30 sailing from Newhaven so a 6:30 start from 
home was needed. The forecast was for sun so I wasnÕt expecting the 
thick fog that greeted me when I woke, and persisted all the way to the 
ferry. It didnÕt clear until mid-channel. 

ItÕs a long time since I made a daytime crossing on my Le Mans trip and 
by the time I left Dieppe just after three oÕclock, as I expected the 
roads were a busier than when I take the overnight sailing and drive 
down in the wee small hours. 

I wasnÕt sure where “Epinettes” was, and after the problems that Chris 
had recounted in last yearÕs report was expecting some difficulties. 

Fortunately the camping ticket said “Suivre Vert” and by keeping a close 
lookout for the green arrows, 
despite a rather tortuous route due 
to roadworks on the Le Mans ring 
road I was on the campsite with my 
tent set up by 7:30pm.  

Although my tent itself is my old 
faithful, this year IÕd had to get a 
new flysheet as after 50 years of 
sunshine, wind and rain the original 
had disintegrated last year 

It turns out that “Epinettes” is just over the road from “Houx” where I 
camped on my first visit all those years ago.  

With the sounds of racing engines in the air I thought that IÕd head up 
to the track to find my bearings. My recollections from the early 
“Houx” years were of something of a trek getting across the portion of 
the permanent “Circuit Bugatti” en-route for the Dunlop Bridge so it 
was a pleasant surprise to find that in the intervening years the 
construction of a series of tunnels and steps (lots of steps) had made 
for a more direct route and within 20 minutes I was by the track to see 
a bit of the free practice sessions.  

On Thursday I woke to the gentle drumming of rain on the flysheet, not 
what was forecast, shortly followed by much louder drumming as the 
rain got heavier accompanied by lightning and great claps of thunder. 
Fortunately after about an hour the rain stopped, the skies cleared and 
hot sun returned so I decided to head out for a short potter about 
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through the shady lanes of the 
Foret de Berce then find some 
lunch and make a supermarket visit 
for provisions. 

I stopped at a roadside restaurant 
in the forest which I knew from 
previous visits and had a very fine 
3 course lunch for €15, including 
wine! 

Back up the D338 after lunch, through Mulsanne, a quick stop at the 
supermarket and back to the campsite.   

During my absence the campsite had filled substantially and I found a 
new arrival wrestling with his tent on the neighbouring pitch. I offered 
him some assistance and his tent was soon up. He turned out to be a 
German Physicist making his first visit to the 24hr race and had arrived 
on a 40+ year old Yamaha 750 triple touring bike which he had brought 
back from a period living in Australia. He had the packing of everything 
he needed perfected for motorcycle touring and it was amazing to see 
just what he could carry in his panniers with careful selection of kit and 
equally careful stowing of it.  

As evening approached it was time to go up to the track to see the 
“Hyperpole” to decide the starting grid, and to get my first sight of this 
yearÕs cars. The qualifying was divided into two groups; firstly the LMP2 
and GT cars with the 10 fastest in each progressing to the shoot-out for 
class pole position, followed by the Hypercars with, similarly the fastest 
10 progressing to the shoot-out.  

The Hypercars look and sound magnificent, the howl of the normally 
aspirated V12 Cosworth developed engine in the Aston Martin Valkyrie 
(amazingly substantially de-tuned from the road carÕs 1000+ BHP to less 
than 600 in race trim, to comply with the regulations) contrasting with 
the deep rumble of the Cadillac V8s and the less distinctive notes of the 
Porsche, BMW, Toyota, Ferrari, Peugeot, and Alpine cars. Loud French 
cheers rang out when one of the Alpines moved, briefly, into top spot but 
ultimately it was the two Jota run Cadillacs that locked out the front 
row, a  great achievement for the team from a small village outside 
Tunbridge Wells who are spearheading the Cadillac Factory effort. 
Although securing the front row is great for the race start photographs 
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in the context of a 24 hr race it doesnÕt have great importance. 

Friday was another oppressively hot day with a couple of support races 
but not a lot else going on at the track however the  threat of severe 
thunderstorms and lightning was sufficient cause for concern that the 
organisers closed the track prematurely. In the event although there 
were a few flashes and bangs it was much less than weÕd had the 
previous morning. 

Come Saturday and the weather was, mercifully, far more comfortable 
and I headed off to find a suitable place from which to watch the 
support races and parades before the 24hr race start at 4pm. I secured 
a position giving a clear view of the hill and bends down from the Dunlop 
Bridge  before the cars tore off towards Tertre Rouge and the 
Mulsanne.  

At 4 0Õclock the flag dropped and the cars burst into sight beneath the 
Dunlop Bridge, the race was on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 hrs later with numerous changes of the lead as cars went through 
the cycles of pit stops planned, and unplanned, Robert Kubica, with a 
heroic quintuple final stint, guided his Ferrari (with his two team mates) 
to a popular win.  

With four cars finishing on the 
same lap, 8 manufacturers 
fielding 21 cars in the top flight 
and more to come next year I 
canÕt wait to come back 

Charlie 
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Shelsley Walsh Training day in a TCR V8                                                                               

It all started with an ex-work colleague & friend of mine passing a 
comment at Goodwood festival of speed a couple of years ago that he 
needed to start clearing the garage as may be moving house in the 
future.  

In this garage was an NG that had been built for competition purposes 
such as hill climbs & sprints. This was many years ago & it had not been 
used for the best part of the last 18years. 

I have to confess I knew nothing about NGÕs & my hobbies have been 
mainly focused on classic motorcycles both restoring and drag racing & 
trials riding. 

A visit was made to view the NG and help with gaining access to prepare 
her for sale. However, upon pulling covers off it was apparent the 
assumption of gender was wrong as SHE was definitely a HE, I had not 
entered an old wooden garage but the BeastÕs Lair. 

What I was looking at was a rare TCR with a full race fuel injected TVR 
Tuscan 5litre V8 engine, built by Grahan Nash of NCK racing.  There was 
something about it that lit something within and, to cut a long story 
short, I ended up buying it.  

A major garage sort out at home was required to get the NG in and a 
much-loved motorcycle had to be sacrificed to make room. 

The NG was built as a competition car to be entered in the road class so 
was thankfully registered correctly at the time, but the intention was 
not for road use & was trailered to events. 

I purchased the car in March  2024 and I have been busy since then 
recommissioning everything from brakes to fuel & oil lines, also building a 
new dashboard in keeping with the personality of the car. The MBE fuel 
injection system was designed & tailored for race use & would never be 
tuneable for the road so was removed & a full MSD distributor NASCAR 
spec ignition system was fitted & a 600cfm Edlebrock on a performer 
manifold has been installed. The engine sump & cylinder heads came off & 
many new parts along the way but I did not want to erase its history with 
a full refurbishment of the bodywork, its patina is that of a used 
competition car so intend to keep it that way.  
The first runs out highlighted some issues which have mainly been dealt 
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with as I had set myself a target of 
the 27th April for the Kersey Mill 
Classic car show and was determined 
to be there. After this I had booked a 
training day at Shelsley Walsh on 
Tuesday 13th May so the pressure was 
on… 

With the Kersey mill show done & a 
couple of hundred miles covered to bed in the new brakes & settle 
everything in it was hill climb time; IÕm located in the Essex/Suffolk 
boarder some 180miles from Worcestershire so with a couple of nights in 
a local hotel booked, the NG 
loaded on the trailer and I 
travelled up the day before the 
meeting.  

The staff at Shelsley are top 
notch & allowed me to unload at 
the venue the day before & leave 
the trailer there for the 
duration. I was now using the NG 
to commute the 15 miles each way 
to the hotel in Malvern.  

An early 07:00 start was required from the hotel on the Tuesday 
morning, the weather was thankfully perfect the 15 miles journey to 
Shelsley was mainly a delight but it does not like cruising at 30mph 
either revving a bit too high, the throttle is very sensitive, or labouring 
in the next gear. I am hoping to improve this situation with some more 
carb tuning as time goes on but the lightened flywheel, full race 
camshaft and low gearing are not helping this trait. 

Once at Shelsley we followed the planned itinery:- 

 08:00 – 08.50 Arrive at Shelsley Walsh, Sign-on at the Paddock Office 
and have breakfast 

09:00 Proceedings start with introductions, presentation and briefings in 
The Courtyard 

09:40 Walk the Course with Instructors 
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10:30 Four observed individual runs with marker poles and debrief after 
each pair of runs 

13:00 Lunch in the Courtyard Restaurant 

13:45 Re-commence for four more individual runs without marker poles 

16:30 Tea and cake in the Courtyard Restaurant followed by 
presentation of certificates 

16:50 Exam in the Meeting Room for those requiring upgrading 
signatures 

17:00 Depart from Shelsley Walsh 

There were 32 entrants including two other friends of mine who had also 
entered this event:- Colin Moss who was using his brotherÕs 1957 VW 
Beetle which, although looking fairly 
stock from the outside, packs a 
punch with its 2.1 litre high spec 
motor, and Nick Goreham who had 
entered his TVR Griffith 500 but 
unfortunately, due to some delayed 
mechanical work being not ready in 
time, had to use his Volvo V70. 

I cannot enthuse enough on how 
enjoyable the day was and found that everyone attending including the 
training personnel / marshals were first class & the feedback given gave 
confidence to build on the knowledge that we were gaining. This enabled 
smoother quicker runs to be had. 

The NG performed very well there were no mechanical issues thankfully, 
IÕm at an age now where I can control the red mist far more than I used 
to be able to do so was able to keep it on track letting the power do the 
work, there was not much grip off the start line (unless on warmed 
slicks) I found it best to pull away relatively gently in first short shift 
into second feed the power in up to half throttle position & change into 
third at 4000rpm,  then give it the beans before feathering off for the 
curves & the final hairpins & once clear for the run to the finish line 
hook fourth & bury the right foot.. the surge up the hill coupled with the 
noise from the side-pipes bellowing against the wooden side barriers 
made everything worthwhile. Hitting the brakes at the finish & hearing 
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the overrun from the engine sounding more like a Yank V8 than a Rover 
gave me a reason to blip the throttle while changing down the gears just 
to hear more, letÕs just say the things I said to myself & the noises I 
made in the privacy of my crash helmet during this experience will stay 
with me for a long time (hopefully). 

Bear in mind this was a 
training day not a timed event 
& you only had your speedo to 
look at over the finish line, 
mine is a new Smiths 
electronic speedo & 
tachometer & they pretty 
much confirmed 100mph over 
the finish line, this was in 4th 
gear at 5800rpm. The rev 
limiter is set to 6000rpm 
although the engine should be 
safe to 7k I donÕt want to 
push it that far. 

There is no doubt about it, 
this NG goes like stink, even 
uphill, despite itÕs detune!  

To bring things in perspective 
chatting to some of the other 
entrants of the smaller 
engined cars, a couple them 
had to do the whole thing in 
second gear & NickÕs Volvo 
V70 2.5 5cyl went over at 
65mph. Colin Moss had a fantastic 
80mph over the line that had a queue 
of people asking to look under the 
bonnet (boot) when back in the pits. 

 

Steve Page 
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More thoughts - and action! - on parabolic rear springs from Mike 
Carter. 
In the last edition of ChangiNGear, following discussion about rear 
springs on the Facebook page, Charlie printed an interesting post by 
Martin Williamson. Knowing that I had actually fitted parabolic springs 
to my TD, Charlie had previously asked for my thoughts on the subject, 
noted the relevance and also printed my feedback in terms of pros and 
cons.  
My conclusion, at that time, was that tramp bars and parabolics were an 
ill matched combination but with last yearÕs winter approaching, an 
opportune moment arose to take the car off the road for a few weeks 
and I thought again on the issue.  
Contrary to my well-reasoned (I thought!), previous decision, I decided 
that now I would fit tramp bars and retain the parabolic springs!  
Although this seems to be illogical, the desire to control the dreaded 
tramp led me to conclude that; although it was likely I would end up 
going back to leaf springs, the work undertaken to fit tramp bars with 
the parabolics would not be wasted, as they would suit either spring 
option. 
I mentioned in the last article that the ride height on my car was too 
high for my liking so I spoke to MGOC and Moss and both advised that it 
was not unusual to fit 1 inch lowering blocks with parabolics. I ordered 
the blocks, together with ‘extra long u boltsÕ, from MGOC and the tramp 
bar kit from Moss.  
After a lot of thought laying on my back 
under the car, offering up the bars, I 
decided to abandon the MGB, front 
tramp bar mounts supplied with the kit 
and make my own. The geometry designed 
into tramp bars is critical and I planned 
to maintain this geometry by using the 
rear mountings, as supplied, to fix their 
position and then to make my new front 
mountings, to suit. 
The rear mounts were fixed loosely to 
the axle and springs with the long u bolts. 
The car was taken off the stands and the 
rear of the car ‘bouncedÕ to settle the 
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clamps, the axle and the bump stop pads, to their ‘loadedÕ positions. With 
the car still on the ground, the nuts on the long u bolts were torqued up 
to specification. Back on the stands, the bars were fitted but barely 
pinched up, allowing them to be swung up to establish the position of the 
front mounts. 
Many options were considered for the 
front mounts but I finally decided on a bolt 
on, u type of bracket ( See pic. ) These 
would be more elegant if they were welded 
directly to the bottom of the spring 
mounting box but welding upside down is 
not my favourite pastime so the decision to 
bolt on was made. This would also have the 
benefit of making it relatively easy to 
remove the bars should they not work! The 
brackets were designed to locate the 
tramp bar bolt the same distance below 
the spring mounting bolt as in the kit, again 
maintaining the design dimension. Each 
bracket was fixed with two, countersunk 
allen bolts to the underside of the spring box.  
After a fair amount of work (for a 74 year old!), an eagerly anticipated 
road test was conducted with very promising results. After a couple of 
weeks and about 100 miles, I jacked up the car and checked nuts and 
bolts for tightness and looked closely for cracks or signs of stress. 
(None on the car but starting to show on me!) 
Now, yet more thinking (No wonder I spend so long in the bath!). Ever 
since the car was first built in the late 1980s, hard acceleration in low 
gears would produce a harsh, vibrating sensation. I used to think that 
engine or transmission were making contact with the body/chassis 
somewhere but decided recently that this was down to the infamous 
pinion angle issue. In a nutshell, without tramp bars, the snout of the 
differential would rise under hard acceleration which not only instigated 
the tramp but also took the pinion angle to the extreme of the universal 
couplingÕs capability, causing vibration. I strongly recommend a search on 
Youtube for: Driveshaft angles - A common cause of vibrations, posted 
by Mark Williamson Enterprises. A very interesting demonstration. 
Although the tramp bars had very much reduced the vibration, I decided 
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 to measure the prop-shaft 
angles and found, on my car, 
after the modifications, that 
they fell into the ‘very badÕ 
category shown in the prop-
shaft chart. I wonÕt go in to 
this as there are loads of 
Youtubes on the subject!  
However, calculations 
suggested that 3 degree, 
castor correcting wedges on 
top of the lowering blocks 
would drop the differential 
snout and bring the angles 
back into the ‘acceptableÕ 
category. I found a supplier of 
aluminium wedges for leaf sprung Land Rovers and these were easily cut 
and filed to the correct width to fit onto the top of the lowering blocks. 
Depending how clearly the pics print, you may be able to see the wedges 
in the shock absorber pic, with an arrow pointing upwards. 
So, after about 1000 miles of assessment, my further thoughts on 
parabolic springs are: 
The Pros:  
To my pleasant surprise, the aims of the project have been achieved! The 
car retains the relatively soft, compliant ride, sits at the perfect (for 
me), ride height and axle tramp has been completely eliminated.  
Although I donÕt use the car for competition, it is after all a ‘sports carÕ 
and I think it should be happy being driven in a spirited manner. On dry 
tarmac, I can raise the revs to about 5000, drop the clutch hard and 
both wheels tend to spin as the car just snakes away smoothly. (Please 
donÕt get the wrong impression, this is not the way I usually drive but it 
should do it and it does!)  
Unexpected benefits:  
The distance between the mounting points for the Gaz shock absorbers, 
on the original parabolic set up, meant that I had to fit spacers, about 1 
inch long, between the bump stops and the chassis, to prevent the shock 
absorbers bottoming out. Having fitted lowering blocks, and the new 
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 tramp bar plates, the shocks had at least another inch of travel so the 
spacers could be removed. As a consequence, fully fuelled, two up, and 
with a suitcase and spares, the car has not yet bottomed out on the 
bump stops.  
I fitted ‘heavy dutyÕ engine mounts a couple of years ago and these, 
together with the tramp bars have significantly reduced transmission 
snatch. The car, with its stage one cam etc., now pulls smoothly from 
under 30mph in overdrive top.  
The project lead me into learning about pinion angles and the resolution 
of the longstanding, vibration issue.  
The Cons:  
The pile of steel spacers plus aluminium lowering blocks and wedges still 
looks to me like an engineering horror but if you want to try parabolic 
springs, this may be the way to go. 
The rear tramp bar bracket has necessarily ended up quite close to the 
road. There may be a situation where the bracket contacts a very 
uneven surface. 
I bought the whole, Moss, MGB tramp bar kit but rejected a fair amount 
of it.  
I donÕt like the design of the rear bracket/plate which places the forces 
from the tramp bar into the centre of a long bolt supported at its ends, 
with skinny, tube spacers either side. (The pic shows fatter, aluminium 
spacers which I made.)  
If I were to do the job again, I would take dimensions from another car 
and fabricate the whole thing myself. 
Further, further thoughts!  If 6 leaf, MGB springs provide a similar ride 
quality, perhaps IÕll try that next!!…………………  
 

Mike Carter 
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FOR SALE  

For colour photos and additional views please go to the web 
site http://www.ngownersclub.org.uk/for-sale-2/ 
For Sale 1968 NG TF Roadster. £7000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cream bodywork, maroon interior, hood and tonneau 

It has a four speed gearbox with overdrive on 3rd and 4th gear.  

It is MOTÕd tilÕ April 2026, Tax exempt and correctly registered. It has 
a Tonneau cover, hood and side screens which are in good condition.  

Always garaged. Location: Cornwall TR14.  

Chris Perrin:  cristo.perrin@gmail.com  07484380437 
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TD For Sale £7500 

For sale my NG TD Roadster: 

Registered as a historic vehicle. 1966, tax exempt, ULEZ exempt,  

1.8 MGB Engine, 4 speed with overdrive, unleaded head conversion, starts 
first time, drives perfectly. 

Just had 5 new tyres and tubes. New brakes calibers, pipes etc. No oil 
leaks, lovely patina, silver exterior with black interior.  

Viewings welcome in Old Coulsdon Surrey. 07714897100 
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For sale NG TF £8500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have my TF for sale, built by me nearly 30 years ago! It was a full nut 
and bolt build on a 1967 MGB GT. It is correctly registered as a NG His-
toric vehicle and has sadly only covered just over 8000 miles, including 
two trips to Le Mans. It Was not built with an unleaded head and this 
will need doing now. It has been dry garaged all of its life and only been 
washed two or three times. There is a full hood, a spare engine and a 
few other parts included in the sale. I obviously would like it to go some-
where where it is cherished and used. It is Dark blue with grey leather 
seats and a burr walnut dash. Feel free to get in touch with me, Jon, by 
phone or email if you have questions or would like any more information. 

£8500 – jon.pittard@btinternet.com 07790558058 Location: Clevedon 
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FOR SALE NG TF V8 Red 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A chance to own a lovely classic car in full working order. 
Well built, featured in the Kit Car press and Car of the Year in 1989 
3.5 litre V8 Holly carb 
Garaged throughout; full hood (hardly used) and tonneau included 
Wire wheels; minimal tyre wear 

Only 6,500 miles MOTÕd to 2025 

Price – £10,950 Ono 

Located in Epsom  

 Mob: 00 44 7887684298 (David)   Email: dickmoby1954@gmail.com 

For further details and colour photographs please go to the “For sale” 
section of the club website  

 http://www.ngownersclub.org.uk/for-sale-2  
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 NG Henley for sale, £8500 ono 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The car is correctly registered as a Pastiche Henley (the NG marque was 
owned for a period by Pastiche Cars) and is proportionately larger than 
the MGB based TF  

Mechanically, it is based on a 1978 Ford Cortina with a 2.0L Ford Pinto 4 
cylinder SOHC engine and 4 speed gearbox.  

Car is currently on private plate STR 1X, but this is NOT included in the 
sale. (Car will probably revert to its prior registration of ERC 807T, 
subject to DVLA). 

I have owned the car since 2017, and as well as the usual shows and 
rallies in the UK, the car has been on trips to Spain, Portugal, France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and in 2022 it was shipped to the USA for a 
5700 mile coast to coast journey along the Lincoln Highway. The trip 
featured in the November 2022 issue of Complete KitCar. 

Car comes complete with full hood and luggage cover. It has wind 
deflectors, and a passenger side full window. Although styled as a 2+2, 
the car does not have rear seats (or seat belt mounts) but the space 
behind the front seats will take a substantial amount of luggage. In 
addition, a removable panel allows access to the space beneath the spare 
wheel, for tools and other equipment. 

For further details and colour photographs please go to the “For sale” 
section of the club website  

 http://www.ngownersclub.org.uk/for-sale-2  

Contact Paul Strickland 07785 328400 paul_strickland@mail.com 
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PARTS FOR SALE 
Chrome bumper collapsible steering column £85 
MS Fuel tank. Standard NG part £30 
Contact jeffyardley@talktalk.net 
Phone 07772822890 
**************************************************************** 
NG TF Project for Sale (Visit http://www.ngownersclub.org.uk/for-
sale-2/ for photos) 
I purchased an N.G. T.F. Kit Car from the T.A. Motor Car Company in 
October 1988 I also purchased a 1973 MGB Roadster as a donor car. 
Over the next few months with the help of a friend we did a lot of work 
stripping the old MGB and started to build the T.F. Kit Car. 
Engine rebuilt and upgraded from 1.8 litre to 2.0 litre by Aldon 
Automotive in Worcestershire and the head was converted to run on 
unleaded petrol by Peter Burgess in Derbyshire (both 30+ years ago)  
The project has never been completed, and has languished in various 
garages for the last 30 plus years, untouched. 
The engine, gearbox, front and rear axle, the main tub and rear wings, 
have all been bolted to the chassis.  Very little else has been 
achieved.  There is still a lot of work to be done to complete this 
project. 
Although rather grubby the main parts of the kit are in good condition, 
including the bonnet and louvered side panels. 
Aluminium windscreen frame and glass, there are two headlight bowls, in 
addition there are two chrome headlights which were bought new 30 plus 
years ago. 
There is both a hood and a tonneau, but these have been folded and 
stored for over 30 Years so I have no idea as to their condition. 
No seats or interior trim. 
The car is registered on the V5 registration document as a NG T.F. 
Roadster 
I have now accepted that I will not be able to complete the project and 
must sell it. 
Anyone is interested in purchasing this project, please email me 
at colin.ridler2000@gmail.com Location: near Tiverton, Devon 
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Remaining NG Parts Stock; A message from Richard Langford: 
I purchased from Mark Sadler the NG bits he had left (he had a TC 
carpet set I wanted). 
I had been purchasing bits from Mark as they appeared to swap on my 
TC and TF. Mark has been very helpful. 
Message or email me (richard.langford2000@gmail.com) for bits and 
pieces. I have a list that I try and post. I will try to keep the prices the 
same as MarkÕs (as they were sensible). Primarily I want to break even. A 
teenager from few houses down is keen to post/wrap so that will be an 
additional cost. 
My aim is to slowly list the parts on ebay - for long term visibility as well 
as on the Facebook group page. 
I also have the patterns and templates for the hoods and interiors – and 
will try and find a way to make electronic versions. They can be 
borrowed. 
I've taken the few moulds I have to Fibrecraft  
(https://www.fibrecraftuk.com/) . 
These are the front cone (TC, TD, TF), rear valance (TC,TF,TD), set of a 
wide cycle wings (9.5" front, 10 3/4 " rear, with lights on rear). I also 
have the light bowls and will take these too. 
The cost I have been given for the front cycle wing is £80, rear is £90 
and nose is £110. 
Will update post once I have a costing for the valance. 
I also have a set of the wide cycle wings without the rear lights (again 
9.5 and 10.5 inches, front and rear) and a narrow set that could be used 
to make set of moulds. I am happy to take these but the costs would 
need to be shared between numerous members. (Message me if want to 
contribute to the moulds being made). 
If you want something making contact 
Peter at Fibrecraft directly.  
Richard 
 



 

58 

 
 
Mike Bond  1943 – 2025 

 

We were very sad to hear that Mike recently 
passed away. We remember him as a very 
active and enthusiastic member of the club. 

His career involved developing special effects 
for the film industry where he was able to 
utilise his amazing creative skills. 

Being a very enthusiastic sailor, together with Hils, they regularly 
navigated the English Channel in their boat, Gambit, to spend time in 
France. 

Mike built his NG TF, which he named 
Precious, in the nineties . It certainly was, 
as it took them both to France safely on 
many occasions. He planned and organised 
several wonderful and most enjoyable 
holidays in Brittany for club members, and 
many of you reading this will remember 
those joyous times. 

Mike and Hils were delighted that the new 
owner of Precious lives in France where it 
continues to be enjoyed and used 
regularly. 

Despite being unwell for sometime Mike never lost his dry sense of 
humour. All those that have spent time with him will remember many 
moments of hilarity. 

We all send Hils our love and very best wishes. 

John Hoyle 
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