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Contributions Please  

 Been anywhere interesting, done anything ‘Õ newsyÕ‘ in your NG, or to 
your NG; do you have an entertaining story to tell ?? 

         Please send in a few words and pictures for  

Please send your contributions for the Spring issue by   
mid April to ngoceditor@gmail.com.  

Remember, without your input there would be no magazine!  

  Thank You 
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ChairmanÕs Message 

Hello, a Happy New Year to you all. HereÕs hoping 
the weather will recover soon, from the rain and 
cold weÕre all experiencing just now. 

Looking back over the year, we NGers have spent 
collectively many thousands of miles on our trusted, 
and occasionally not so trusted steeds. We have 
seen our cars visit France, Germany, Scotland and without mentioning our 
many members overseas who will have been out and about. 

And most recently, we in the South East enjoyed a fun packed Christmas 
luncheon at the usual venue of the Reigate Manor Hotel. For as many 
years as I can remember, Sue Bolton has kindly organised this festive 
occasion at the Reigate 
Manor Hotel. Over the 
years numbers have 
dwindled a little and 
have not regained the 
pre-Covid level, but 
those that can attend 
still do and 
enthusiastically. 
Because of its location, 
we do tend to meet 
with South East 
members, but not 
entirely, the lovely 
couple of Susan and 
Jeffrey Yardley make the 
journey from Nottingham each 
year. Tony and Pam Bell still 
came along and happily, 
although their TF is now in the 
hands of Ian Clarke, they wish 
to remain members of the Club.  

ItÕs a wonderful opportunity, a 
bit like our National Rally, to 
chat with friends. Charlie of 
course always braves the weather to come in his beloved TC but this 
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 year, unusually, I chickened out and came in the tin top. 

Always a warm and very friendly affair. It was an excellent opportunity 
to thank our committee and active members for their support during 
2024. Importantly we gave a particularly heartfelt thanks to our 
treasurer, Teresa, (affectionately ‘TÕ to us), who not only is recovering 
from illness, but against all the odds, and crickey there were a few, also 
managed to bring our banking into the 21 st century with the internet 
banking facility, a really big ‘well done TÕ. 

As mentioned on our Facebook page, many NGs havenÕt left their 
respective garages, either resulting in rebuilds or NEW BUILDS!! Our 
vice president, a case in point undertaking a comprehensive rebuild, a 
discrete project kept from prying eyes until one day it will break out of 
its chrysalis (garage) and become a fully fledged butterfly. 

I have received some sad NG news. An active member, Robert Ingram, 
who for a few years has persevered with the many distressing 
mechanical issues with his wonderfully turned out V8 ‘Old SpeedÕ, has 
decided his patience has finally given out, and although a genuine love of 
his life, it has gone! We will continue to see him at breakfast events, but 
in a rather formidable American vehicle. 

On a positive note, we have during the year welcomed a number of new 
members and long may that trend of swelling our ranks continue. Enjoy 
the ride and hereÕs wishing you all safe and fun NGing.   

We are now beginning to think of the events for this year. Along with our 
National Rally, which seems a long way off, but our committee already 
has it in the planning, and as mentioned in our Autumn issue, this is the 
40th  anniversary  of ChangiNGear. It would be great to find a way of 
including our overseas members in it during the year. Some are active on 
Facebook which is great, however there might even be an opportunity to 
join them for a meet in their homeland. Food for thought. 

John 
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 From the Editor 
Wishing you all a Happy New Year.  
As I write the fog of Christmas (meteorological) 
has lifted and the wet and windy New YearÕs Day 
has been replaced by a few days of sunshine but 
biting cold. Nothing beats a crisp winterÕs day in an 
open car for blowing away the cobwebs! After a 
gloomy sunless December lets hope for brighter 
days ahead. 
By the time this issue drops onto your mat it will be 40 years since I 
made the trip to  Laundry Lane, with the welcome assistance of friends 
Nick and Simon Law and their Peugeot 504 pick-up, to collect the kit for 
my TC and start my build and kick off all the years of NG fun since then. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a similar vein, the next issue of the magazine will mark the 40th 
anniversary of the original club newsletter becoming “ChangiNGear”, a 
title chosen after a “Name the Magazine” competition.  
It would great to get your NG recollections from the past 40 years (or 
any part of it!), be it building, re-building or owning your NG, and the 
adventures that youÕve had.  
As John has mentioned, it is encouraging to hear of cars being pulled 
from dusty barns and re-built and even ongoing long term builds reaching 
or nearing completion. The first part of Nick HoustonÕs account of his 
stop-start build, culminating in its 2024 completion, is included in this 
issue will hopefully give encouragement to those of you with a garage full 
of bits and wondering when, or if, youÕll ever get it finished. 
Although Facebook posts give us an idea of who has projects on the go, 
any progress reports that you could share for the magazine would be 
most welcome.  
The sun is out, the frost is melting, time for a little run out! Happy NGing 

Charlie 
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Words from our Events Secretary 

 As autumnÕs passing whispers leaf by falling 
leaf with trees standing stoic and bare, winters 
icy fingers reach out to us across the sky. A 
time to sit and ponder flame upon log, or more 
likely screen on lap in these times, reflecting 
upon what has been over the past year and 
what is to come in 2025.  
Firstly, may I take this opportunity to wish you 
all a very Happy New Year and hope that you had a wonderful 
Christmas.  
Over the years I have come to enjoy the certain intimacy that you can 
only appreciate when driving a period style open top car in all weathers. 
You are at one with all that surrounds you, the sounds, smells and 
conditions. A glance downwards and to the right will tell a story of the 
road as it slips past like a tarmac river, the finer details of the 
articulated truck that towers above in the  queue on the M25, the 
bikers who pull up beside at lights and pass the time of day for a few 
moments, the post lady smiling back at you as you stop to let her across 
the busy High Street. Over many miles I have become comfortably 
relaxed driving the TA and these are just some of the things that are 
within your sphere at that moment in time, things that can never be 
experienced in quite the same way when driving your insulated box.  
This is the essence of of why we drive an NG, it is the very spirit of 
things and I hope that you are able to get out and enjoy your NG this 
coming year as much as I have in the past.  
Although we are enduring those short winter days, there is plenty to 
look forward to next year when dates are confirmed and included in the 
next Events Calendar.  There will still be pub meetings and alike going 
on for you to attend, so please try and get along to your local venues to 
support them in the darker months so as they will still be there on 
those fine summer days. So if you go, let us know and what you are 
doing with your NG.  
Recently I have dug deep into the past researching through previous 
magazine issues going back to 1990 or 1991 when it was emerging from 
quite a dark period for both the NG marquee and the owners club. In 
fact when I first built my TA back in the late 1980Õs, the TA Motor 
Company, then Pastiche, as it became known, had folded. At that time 
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 the club magazines consisted of a few pages of A4 paper heroically 
stapled together, some hand written with some typed, compiled, cut and 
pasted by Graham and Jill Hester who also posted them out to us.  It was 
a great effort to bring members of the NG Owners Club together which 
over the years, ebbed and flowed under the editorships of various 
members who stepped up to become Editor. They must be congratulated 
for their efforts and now we find ourselves with this fine winter issue. 
Some of these early publications did not even have a date on them, so 
hard to work out which is the first one.  I note that the first NG event 
that I organised was a barbecue and picnic at Washbrooks Farm Centre 
in Hurstpierpoint on the 5th of September 1993. Fortunately, reading 
the report in a following issue, this was a warm and sunny day enjoyed by 
members and their families with thirty NGÕs in attendance. A really good 
number back then! 
Some things stand out from this archive. Certainly the most activity 
occurred in the late 1990Õs through to the later 2000Õs. With builds 
being completed and reported under SVA, new members joining and 
plenty of good NGÕs changing hands. Many members enjoyed trips, 
weekends and holidays both home and abroad in their NGÕs as a club. 
LetÕs not forget those fantastic runs down to Le Mans. Rather sadly I 
note that TAÕs have gone into decline, both in mention and photos over 
the years. Names also come and go, with a few notable exceptions 
thankfully.  
Thankfully there are those who are still joining the club, buying and 
restoring NGÕs that others have built in years gone bye.  As a club we 
must welcome and support these new members as much as possible to 
enable both NG as a marque and the Club to thrive in good health for 
years to come.  
Personally speaking, this introspective highlighted the number of years 
the TA and Club activities took a back seat due to work and other 
commitments, which makes me even more determined to enjoy my NG 
now.  
Best wishes and happy NGÕing.  
 

Dave 
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Membership Mutterings 
If you do change your address or email just 
drop me a line and let me know. 
(rmorri1847@aol.com) That way we can make 
sure that your magazine gets to you and keep 
you all up to date with things that may be of 
interest. 
The club would like to welcome the following new 
members.  

Bob Morrison 

 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course with Õyour newsÕ to 
publish in ChangiNGear 

  - Thank you and Welcome, Charlie, Editor  

  

MARTIN PATTERSON 1742 EAST SUSSEX 

SION EVANS 1743 DENBIGHSHIRE 

ROBERT ANDERSON 1744 MERSEYSIDE 

STUART LONG (SNR) 1746 BUCKS 

BOB CHAMBERLIN 1747 SUFFOLK 

MIKE ELLIOTT 1745 CARDIFF 
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 2025 Event Calendar (BOLD denotes an NG Owners Club Event) 
Wednesday 
1 January 
2025, 10am 
– 4pm  

Brooklands New Year's 
Day Classic Gathering 

https://
www.brooklandsmuseum.com/
whats-on/new-years-day-
classic-gathering-1 

New Years 
Day from 
9.30am to 
2pm  

Stony Stratford,  
Oxfordshire 
The Vintage Stony classic 
car festival  

https://
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/
our-community/annual-events/
classic-car-festival/ 

7th Jan Bicester January Scramble 
Check website for booking 
details  

 https://
bicesterheritage.co.uk/events 

9th-12th 
Jan 

Autosport International at 
NEC (Motorsport in general  
but includes Classic Cars  
used in competition) 

https://
autosportinternational.com/
en/2025 

12th Jan The Black Swan Classic 
Car & MC Breakfast, 
Old Lane, Ockham,  
Surrey KT11 1NG  

https://
www.blackswanockham.com/ 

Looking further ahead: 

5th April Heritage Transport Show 
Detling Kent.ME143JF 

Kcas.org.uk for tickets 
(may be a club gathering)  

21st April Bicester Spring Scramble 
Check website for booking 
details  

https://bicesterheritage.co.uk/
events 

Sun 27th 
April ‘25 

Drive It Day.  Various loca-
tions with a club meet up. 

For plaque / donation to Childline 
www.driveitday.co.uk 

20th – 22nd 
June ‘25 

NG Owners Club National 
Rally.  Stratford Upon 
Avon 

BOOK ACCOMODATION NOW! 
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Always 
check 

Some may be seasonal always 
check with organisers 

Mostly Facebook but some also 
have web sites. 

1st Saturday Podium Breakfast Club 
Bone Lane, Newbury RG145 

Facebook / check 

1st Sunday Nottingham Heritage Centre 
Breakfast meeting. 

Facebook 

9am – 
11.30am 
Check for 
venue 

Four Counties Classic Pub 
breakfast meets around 
North Surrey / Kent. 

Own & NG Facebook page. 

10am on. 
Various 
dates 

Past N Curious, East Sussex 
Two main venues including 
the Yew Tree Inn. 

Own & NG Facebook page. 

1st Sunday 
of month 
2pm – 4pm 

Classic Car Sundays. Alton 
Hants. GU344BH 

Facebook 

1st Sundays 
April – Oct 
9am 

Wheels on the Waterfront 
Sovereign Harbour 
 Eastbourne. BN23SUZ  
Great breakfast venue 

Own & NG Facebook page. 

1st Sunday 
10.30 – 
12.00am 

Classic Cars & Coffee 
The Plough, Plumpton. 
BN73DF 

NG Facebook page 
Or email: tonyash62@gmail.com 

Various Alchester & Avon Classic 
Motoring Club. 

Facebook 

Various 
dates & 
times 

Port Solent Car Meet 
Some are themed. 

Facebook 

Various 
dates & 
times 

Wisbech & District Historic 
Vehicle Club 

www.wdhvc.com 
join club good events calender. 

Saturdays 
From 9am 

Anchor Inn.  Lower Froyle 
Hampshire GU34 4NA 

Facebook 

Thursday 
Evenings in 
season 

The Hurst.  Winchfield 
RG27 8DE 

Pre – 1980Õs 
Pub meet from 6pm. 

4th Sunday 
of each 
month. 

Godalming Breakfast Run.  
Jack Phillips Pub. GU71HR 

Facebook 

  Regular Meetings   
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 10am - on. Hidden Valley Breakfast 

Meeting 
Facebook / check 

8.30am - on. Vintage Tyres Breakfast 
Meeting, Beaulieu National 

Facebook / check 

2nd Sunday 
10am – 1pm 

The Riverview Meet (Pre-
2003) 

Facebook 

4th Sunday 
8.30am - on 

Horton Historic Vehicle Club 
Cross in Hands Old Sodbury 

Facebook 

2nd Sunday 
8.30 – 
11.30am 

Black Swan Classic Car Meet 
Ockham, Surrey. KT111NG 

Facebook 

Monthly Horley Classic Car Meeting 
54, High Street, Horley. 

Facebook / check 

Various 
dates 

Southern Classics.  Shows / www.southernclassics.org.uk 

Various 
dates 

Storrington & Dist. Classic & 
Sportscar Enthusiasts.  

www.sadcase.co.uk 

1st & 3rd Sat. 
All Year 

The Coopers Arms.  Weston www.coopers-arms.co.uk 

Occasional British Motor Museum Gay-
don 
Various events throughout 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

Facebook etc. 

2ndTuesday 
evening 

Gaydon Gatherings 
Anything interesting 

Tickets as above 

April – 
Sept 

Headcorn Classic Car Meet-
ings 

www.headcornearodrome.co.uk 

April – 
Oct. 

Running Retros at Headcorn Kent 
Anything old and mechanical! 

Facebook 
As above. 

Year round? 
2nd Sat of 
month 
9.30am. 

Castle Donington Community 
Hub 
101 Bondgate, 

Facebook 
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Sun 24th 
Feb 

Ardingly Autojumble 
RH176TL 

www.horsamhistorics.co.uk 

Sundays Milton Keynes Retro & Classic 
Car Club.  The Barn MK93BZ 

Facebook 

Sundays 
10am 

Boston Bowl Breakfast Car 
Meet.  American style Din-

Facebook 
Check dates. 

2nd & 4th 
Saturdays 

Kent Classic & Sportscar 
Club 
The Moat, Wrotham Kent 

NG Facebook page 

1st & 3rd 
Saturdays 
9 – 11.30am 

Blethcingley Arms.  
Blethchingley, Surrey. 
RH14PE 

Four Counties Classic & NG Fa-
cebook pages 

1st Thursday 
May – Oct. 

The Sun at Whitchurch, Nr. Facebook. 

2nd Sunday 
10am. 

Binton Social Club Breakfast 
Meet. Nr. Stratford Upon 
Avon 

Emai: bintonclub@gmail.com 

For further info. 
Sundays 
8.30am 
Year round 

Toast N Tyres at ArbuckleÕs 
Restaurant & Bar. 

Facebook to check dates but 
looks like 3rd Sundays 

1st Sat 4.30 – 
6.30pm 

Bird In Hand Classic Car 
Meeting. Hayle. 

Facebook 
Do check this one. 

1st Saturday 
March – Dec 
10am – 1pm 

Banbury Classic Vehicle 
Breakfast Natter 
National Herb Centre 

Facebook 
Or email: christinead-
kins@hotmail.co.uk 

1st Sunday? 
9.30am 

The Giffard Park Pub 
Milton Keynes MK145QP 

Facebook 
Milton Keynes Classic Car Club 

4th Sunday 
9am onwards 

Classic & Vintage Vehicle 
Meet, The Welcome Café. 

Facebook 
Jeanette 07982715229 

Occasional Burgess Hill Classic Car Club Facebook & 

2nd Sunday 
April - Oct 

Hub Classics Breakfast Meet 
Wadhurst TN71JX 

Facebook & 
NG Facebook page 
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The NG facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/NG.Owners) 
is also well worth checking but, as with the magazine, it is reliant on 
NGers spreading the word, so if you hear about an event that you think 
would appeal to others please share the details 

2nd & 4th 
Sundays 
April – Sept. 

Classic Cars at the Carpenters 
Carpenters Arms.  Dale Abbey, 
Derbyshire 

Facebook 
  

Sun. 9am Bagshot Breakfast Meet Facebook / check 

Sat. 9 – 12. Haddenham Classics Breakfast 
Meet.  Bradmoor Farm. 
HP178JX 

Facebook / Check 
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DOES THREE INTO ONE GO? 
I had to miss going to the Moat on Saturday for the regular breakfast 
meeting due to a prior appointment in Brighton, so there was no messing 
about today and managed to attend three Sunday gatherings by midday!   
An open invitation saw me driving a mile or so up the road from the yard 
by nine in the morning to Copthorne Classic's open morning at their 
substantial newly built unit on a farm at Ansty.  Copthorne Classics 
specialise in Jaguar and Aston Martin and is run by a father and son 
team, they also undertake other classic work from servicing to full 
restorations. A couple of familiar faces had already arrived as Lee 
Davies, who is co-owner with his father, met me at the door. He is a very 
interesting chap with a wealth of experience and knowledge as you would 
expect in this type of business. No scrap and old abandoned parts in the 
dusty dark corners here, this is a modern fully equipped classic car 
workshop with one of those non-slip bobble plastic floors that fit 
together like a jigsaw puzzle, this one in two tone grey. It is very clean 
with four ramps and various bespoke trolleys that contain body shells 
that can easily be moved around on casters. On the four ramps are three 
E Type Jaguars and one XJ Coupe body 
which has been soda blasted, restored and 
repainted mid blue to be rebuilt to an 
exacting factory standard specification. At 
the other end a splendid French blue E Type 
Roadster sits on the ramp having been 
recently finished, this one came all the way 
from Italy to have the work completed. 
Between each of the ramps are three wide full length benches with 
drawers and shelves that project out from the back wall, all very 
efficient and handy. Inside the interior space of the workshop are three 
ante rooms on the opposite side to the ramps.  A machine shop, engine 
room and engine assembly clean room with various engine and parts on 
display including a flat six Porsche unit in 
the clean room. This still leaves room for 
four open bays on that side which are 
filled with cars including a Marcos. Classic 
racing advertising posters are formally 
arranged in a row and decorate one wall 
together with the complete damaged off 
side panel work from a DBS. On this south 
side a freshly completed Jaguar straight 
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six is being run up for the first time in a professional test rig. This came 
from the XJ Coupe on the ramp, but as it is an incorrect later engine 
than should be fitted to this year of XJ, a correct year to year engine 
has been sourced and is awaiting refurbishment. The engine in the stand 
is sold and will be fitted to the Daimler hearse that is waiting in the rear 
of the workshop. The hearse has been in the same family business since 
1980 until it threw a connecting rod. It has traditional and sentimental 
ties to the family I am told.  
At the far end of the workshop hangs a complete bare aluminium DB4 
front end, less bonnet, which distracts the eye from a small office on a 
mezzanine floor section with parts store beneath from which it is 
suspended. It is clearly past itÕs sell by date and shows years of repairs 
and damage, some of which leave a lot to be desired, so surmised that 
this came from a customerÕs race car at some time to a new life as 
decorative wall art.  
Catching up again, Lee shows me a 
Morris 1000, now sold to a customer, 
that he built as a lock down project. 
This little teal blue rocket has standard 
bodywork over 13” Minilite wheels, but 
features uprated suspension brakes and 
interior. It is still powered by an A 
Series engine, 1360cc in this case with 
Swift Tune components, fast cam and 
twin inch and a half SUÕs. 100 bhp, 
quick, but not great on fuel apparently.  
Another chance conversation found me talking to a motoring journalist 
whose career had started with Peter Filby, who will be remembered from 
such titles as Which Kit Car magazine amongst others. He had recently 
interviewed Tim Dutton at his home in Littlehampton regarding his 
renewed interest in kit cars and revised Phaeton using MX5 running gear 
that he has built. This new car was due to appear at the recent Newark 
Show this year but he failed to finish the build before the weekend of 
the show. It transpires that the journalists roll in Copthorne Classics is 
promotion and social media for the company, which must be working as it 
caught my attention online. We talked of the kit car industry of the past 
and cars he has owned. It would seem he still has his first car, a Dutton 
per chance that is awaiting restoration, standing in the workshop is his 
rubber bumper BGT which is a daily driver.  In one of the four bays 
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against the wall is his former daily driver, a XJ Daimler which is resting 
on one of the dollies with all running gear removed.  It is currently 
undergoing full mechanical restoration and upgrade to engine and 
suspension.  We continue to chat about his plans as we look around the 
car bodywork which is pretty reasonable having been restored fifteen 
years ago, but it would benefit from a good power buffing and paint 
detail which will be carried out when the mechanical work is completed.  
Eventually he is called away to talk with another visitor.  
Of interest to NG Owners, LeeÕs background is in British Leyland and he 
has a lot of experience in B Series and Rover V8 engines having been 
trained by an old time Leyland mechanic. Lee also knows NG and would be 
more than happy to take on work if required by members. A very good 
thing to know these days for those who are unable to undertake larger 
jobs on their own cars.  
Coffee consumed and with a contribution added to the collecting bucket 
in aid of St CatherineÕs Hospice, it is all too soon to leave and on to the 
next destination.  
The next visit is the twenty minute cross country 
drive down to PilgrimÕs open morning at their 
establishment in Small Dole. A blast from the past 
again, as I had not been in here since the mid-
nineties and I canÕt remember why I had to go 
there at the time?  Lots of familiar faces 
surround me. Naturally, Nick Pettitt is recording 
the event with camera and video.  
The building which is much as I remember it, is a 
slightly tired large industrial unit pretty much 
surrounded by more modern units.  Inside, things 
have moved on.  Gone is kit car manufacture, in its 
place Americana, Ford Mustangs and assorted 
classics. Mustangs have been the core 
business for some years, but there appears to 
be a rebranding to Pilgrim V8 which is the 
theme of the Open Day. The workshop and 
surrounding areas are somewhat less refined 
than I have seen at Ansty, but there is some 
very good work on display. Central in the 
showroom sits a beautifully restored and 
upgraded 1965 Mustang Fastback, just sold at 
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£69,950! To its right is an equally nice Healey roadster, behind that sits 
a stunning 1955 or 1956 Ford 
Thunderbird, the true two seat (well 
bench actually) model in correct 
coral colour paint. It has no price on 
it. There are other cars including a 
lovely Rover P2 in the showroom, but 
this Thunderbird really holds my 
attention.  
To the rear is of the showroom is 
the main workshop, various cars scattered around and on ramps including 
an early ‘50Õs Cadillac.  Hung on walls, benches and cabinets are the tools 
and paraphernalia of the mechanicÕs trade. In another section beside the 
showroom is the metalworking shop where the chassis would have been 
fabricated in years past, now reduced in size it would appear, with a ramp 
at the far end upon which sits another mid-sixties Mustang Fastback. 
Some uprated rear suspension has already been fitted and in a cradle in 
front of the car sits a hot Ford V8 with four downdraft carburettors 
rising from the new aluminium intake manifold, a venturi per cylinder is 
going to make this near sixty year old fly. Strange, these Mustangs donÕt 
seem that old to me? 
I should have mention that the whole of this part of the industrial 
estate, which is just in the South Downs National Park, is rammed. There 
are cars and people everywhere, with all manner of classic vehicles 
parked around the herringbone of new industrial units and main entry 
road.  It is like a car show in its 
own right. Certainly, a good 
breakfast, come lunch meeting 
with burgers and bacon rolls being 
served under a large Easy Up in 
PilgrimÕs yard. In one section of 
the estate to the south sits three 
shrink wrapped ex-Royal Navy 
Lynx helicopters surrounded by 
Mustangs, Corvettes, Hot Rods 
and an Australian Vauxhall Velox 
Ute in Street Gasser guise. A rare car in this country in any form.  
Rather sadly, the only representation of Pilgrims past that I could see 
among this gathering was a single Pilgrim Bulldog which is a regular at 
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Past N Curious meetings and a Pilgrim Sumo 
Cobra.  
Back on the road again, it is back up to 
Henfield for a dose of V Power before 
heading south, east and then back north again 
to the steam rally being held at the Star Inn 
at Waldron. Going the long way around on 
major roads for most journey allows me to 
arrive by midday, carefully picking my way through the assembled 
masses, I am directed to the reserved classic parking area in the small 
field behind the pub by a kindly lady who seemed to know what she was 
doing.   
Stating that the meeting is being held at the Star Inn is a somewhat 
loose term as it actually fills the whole village, central road junction and 
narrow side lanes of this charming little place upon the hill.  I park next 
to Nick PettittÕs yellow Model Y Hot Rod who has managed to beat me 
to the pub driving over from Small 
Dole, care is required driving onto 
the grass as the ground is very soft 
from the recent rains. Charlie had 
arrived a little before me and 
together we take in all that 
surrounds us over a coffee from 
the little brick building to the left 
of the Star, most of the sausage rolls and cakes have already been sold, 
what remains looks delightfully home-made. 
Once again it is a lovely event with a fantastic atmosphere despite the 
weather making it a cool grey day 
although sunny intervals are 
appreciated. People are thronging 
around, smudged faces and oily 
boiler suits, bikers in leather 
jackets, they are all here 
surrounded by coal smoke, steam 
and wonderful music pumping out 
from the colourful fairground 
organ beside the war memorial. At 
times a passing car tries to make 
its way through the crowds, after all it is a public road with no closure 
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in place. One can only wonder what some drivers must make of all this if 
their sat nav has led them into this crowded narrow mayhem! 
This year steam is in the ascent with more engines than last, although 
classic car numbers are down which is probably just as well due to the 
condition of the pub field and no alternative being parking available this 
time.  Being a popular bikers meeting place the Star is surrounded by all 
manner of motorcycles but 
mostly classics rather than 
modern super bikes, a very 
early Humber tricycle with 
forward facing passenger 
seat is hidden in the crowd.  
It has lovely little brass 
details and controls. 
Returning to the car park and 
garden to the rear of the pub 
to inspect the cars, a beautifully built Matchless low rider custom with a 
reversed cylinder head catches CharlieÕs attention, but has to wait until 
we are about to leave before being able to talk with the owner to 
discover how he made it all work.  (Apparently by resetting the cam 
timing amongst other things) 
This year two magnificent black ploughing engines are on show with 
massive cable drums suspended between the wheels. The size of these 
engines never ceases to 
impress and the way they can 
tick over with a little click of 
valves as the massive 
flywheel gently rotates.  
Unprotected gears, rods and 
wheels turn, smothered in 
grease, no place for the lazy 
or unaware with this 
machines. As Fred Dibnah 
was fond of saying; “One mistake and itÕs half day out wiÕd undertaker”. 
The same applies to these mighty machines as much as demolishing 
chimneys. Steam is a family affair with most engines towing a trailer or 
box van, most have four wheels and are kitted out for travelling and 
temporary accommodation even if it is merely roll down canvas sides. 
One open trailer has a full size picnic table in the back, in another a 
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border collie sleeps on a bench that doubles as a bed.  
Two large steam lorries also 
impress, one has in interesting 
double rear axle arrangement 
similar to a railway engine.  
Villagers must be very engaged 
with this meeting as it is 
impossible to ignore it if you 
live close by.  
The very busy barbecue in 
front of the pub tryÕs its best to compete 
with the assembled traction engines and 
road rollers as burgers and bacon hiss, sizzle 
and smoke as flames flare up between the 
bars of the grille. Burgers and bacon is 
deftly flipped between grille and hot plate 
before being slipped into rolls.  “Cheese and 
onions?  Sauce is over there.”  We both 
opted for the generously applied  flame 
grilled bacon with additional black bits in a 
hot dog roll which is an unusual, yet 
surprisingly tasty alternative to the regular 
breakfast meeting rolls!   
GoodbyeÕs are exchanged, it is time to leave. 
Home again, cross country this time though 
Lewes and the lovely countryside of Sussex to be 
back by three thirty and afternoon tea.   
Another wonderful day of open top motoring in 
the TA.  
You see, three into one does go! 
 

Dave 
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A Nice Drive on the Last Day of Summer 
Well not the official last day of summer. It just felt like it. Summer 
officially ended on the 22nd September but today, 5th of October, we 
had what could only be described as a beautiful late summer day. The 
sun was shining, the sky was blue with just a few small fair-weather 
clouds and there was just the hint of a breeze. It was just one of those 
days when the NG had to come out for a potter around the country 
lanes and roads. 

So, it was coat on, out to the garage, car cover off, side screens in and 
pull the NG out into the sunshine. While shutting the garage door I was 
thinking about possible destinations. In the end I decided on Russels 
Water Common. It should be a nice drive. Not too many main roads or 
traffic jams and no map needed. The common was a place where I spent 
a lot of time in my teens and early twenties. In those days I was very 
much into radio control model aircraft and the common is a very large 
area of relatively short grass. I was once there when a full-sized glider 
landed! In those days it was one of the very few areas where you could 
fly big radio-controlled aircraft with no restrictions. I spent many 
happy hours there until the inevitable happened; someone flew one 
dangerously close to a horse, the horse threw its rider and within days 
all model flying was banned from the site; itÕs still the same to this day. 

Well back to my NG outing. Choke out, a prod on the starter and she 
bursts into life. Out onto the main road and heading for the A4. Not far 
to the roundabout towards Wargrave and Henley on Thames. A nice 
drive along the side of the valley with the sunlight flickering through 
the trees and the occasional glimpse of the sun reflecting on the 
Thames. Good, the traffic lights over Happy Valley were with me but 
then the inevitable queue at the main road into Henley. This is where 
having an NG is a great advantage as almost immediately someone will let 
you pull out. A couple of light changes, a right turn and we are on the 
road out of the very busy town. Lots of people strolling about and the 
town all decorated with bunting. 

Then a rapid drive on the Fairmile out of Henley on the Nettlebed road 
before pulling off to the right onto the much smaller B480. I used to 
like this road; not much traffic and nice flowing bends. Now itÕs not such 
a nice drive, unfortunately, the road surface is terrible and you spend a 
lot of time watching out for, and dodging, potholes, then a left turn in 
Stonor, and up towards the common. Its an interesting road that starts 
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relatively flat and goes increasingly uphill and bendy before you burst out 
on to the high plateau of the common. Just a few cars parked here and 
there, a great place for the dog walkers. I pulled off the road and went 
for a stroll around. What a beautiful day, it was still warm, sunny and 
virtually no wind. I walked to where we used to fly our aircraft. In those 
days you could actually drive onto the common and park but not any 
longer, access for cars is prevented by 
earth banks and ditches. 

 Time for a quick picture of the NG in the 
sun before heading back home. 

I continued along the road around the 
common and then turned left onto the 
B481 back towards Nettlebed where it 
was a quick left and right to continue on 
the B481 towards Reading. I took a 
detour at Peppard Common to have a look 
at The Red Lion, a pub that had been closed for a long time but has now 
reopened. There were lots of cars around so itÕs probably doing good 
business, I must investigate one lunchtime. Many years ago, when I first 
got the NG, I met up with a few other NGs there. I donÕt remember much 
about it but I do remember John Hoyle being there suitably dressed up in 
a crash helmet. That must have been a long run for him. 

Well, back on the road again, through Sonning Common, into Emmer Green 
and the outskirts of Reading. Another left and right to take the road 
through Caversham Park and back out onto the A4155 towards Henley 
then right at the roundabout towards Sonning and the usual queue to 
cross the very narrow bridge over the Thames. When I was working this 
was an every day event, queuing at this bridge to get to work and home 
again in the evening. Through Sonning, a right at the roundabout and then 
straight on to Woodley and home.  

Jan was out on the front drive giving the MX5 a hose down so I gave the 
NG a quick clean up and dry off before  putting it away. I just love that 
smell of a hot car in the garage. 

What a brilliant afternoon. Wonderful weather and a faultless drive. LetÕs 
hope for a few more days like this over the winter.  

Mike Manners 
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Le Mans Memories 
Following on from Chris ClaytonÕs report in the Autumn 2024 Magazine, I 
thought that I would send a few words and pictures of our many trips to 
the 24 Heures du Mans.  
Our first visit in our NG TF was June 1993, a month or so after finishing 
building the car.  Its first proper shakedown run, I was either very 
brave or a bit wrong in the head, but I was confident in my build quality.  
We have visited Circuit de la Sarthe many times since early years in our 
NG TF, but a couple of years in my Teal Type 59 replica.    

One year after struggling to get on circuit camping, we stayed in a 
campsite in Spay, just outside of Arnage village, where we met up with 
John Hoyle in his silver NG TC V8, who  was there with a few members 
of the NGOC.  
Since then, we have stayed on most of 
the on circuit campsites, by booking 
early, camping on Maison Blanc,  Houx & 
Houx annex, Camping Vert, Karting 
Nord, and now on Beausejour, the 
biggest and best of all of the camps on 
circuit, with its own viewing 
embankment at the start of the Porsche 
Curves just down from Arnage Corner.   
Over the many years visiting Le Mans, 
we have met up with many friends, 
mainly from Denmark, and we always 
camp together. One year, when camping 
on Karting Nord, we had a Leyland 
Atlantean Bus, which had its roof 
removed, and was painted in Gulf Racing 
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colours.  
We managed to park right along the trackside, in between the Porsche 
Curves and the Ford Chicane. During the practice days, our Danish 
friends were waving the Danish flag, especially when Tom Kristensen 
drove past, and he started waving back to us. The next day we had a visit 
from Jacob Kristensen, TomÕs brother, and his father, who came to 
check out our camp, and they had a few drinks on the bus. Upstairs was 
our grandstand and downstairs was a bar.  
They told us that this was the best viewing platform round the complete 
circuit, we were then invited to visit their own private camp, which we 
gratefully accepted, and we met Tom and all of his family.  
We still take advantage of their hospitality to this day. Last year Tom 
signed my copy of his book, "Mr Le Mans Tom Kristensen" 
Unfortunately, now my wife Pamela suffers from Multiple Sclerosis, and 
is in a wheelchair, and no longer camp in tents so we have to leave our NG 
at home, and take the caravan, pulled by our MG HS PHEV, I would love 
to buy a motorhome and trailer and pull the NG down there for one final 
visit. 

Les Davison 
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If you thought that it was tough negotiating the IVA or MoT John Coker 
gives a glimpse of the challenges of classic aircraft ownership……. 
MAINTENANCE of PRIVATE LIGHT AEROPLANES 
Private light aeroplanes (excluding microlights) operating in the UK must 
hold either a Certificate of Airworthiness issued by the Civil Aviation 
Authority, (CAA), or a Permit to Fly issued by the Light Aircraft 
Association (LAA). This ensures that they are properly maintained and 
inspected so as to be in a safe condition to fly by requiring the aeroplane 
to be serviced to agreed schedules and inspected by CAA or LAA 
appointed inspectors. 
Aeroplanes operating on a C of A must be worked on in CAA approved 
facilities run by licensed aircraft engineers and only approved original 
parts with a full paperwork history may be used to replace worn or time 
expired components. This means that owners can do very little beyond 
cleaning checking oil levels and hence means high maintenance costs. An 
annual service and. inspection typically starts at £2K - £3K and can run 
to much higher levels when parts need replacing. 
The LAA, originally the Popular Flying Association, was formed after 
WW2 to enable enthusiasts to build their own aeroplanes and fly much 
more cheaply than was possible using club aeroplanes or owning C of A 
types. As aeroplanes aged some manufacturers ceased to exist and their 
products became “Orphaned” types no longer enjoying company support. 
These types along with other vintage types have since been allowed to 
operate on an LAA Permit to fly as well as home-built types. Maximum 
take off weights and number of passengers carried are limited and LAA 
certified aeroplanes may not be used for any commercial operation. 
Operating on an LAA permit to fly offers owners the chance to do much 
of the work themselves at greatly reduced cost. An annual Permit 
Revalidation cost is reduced to the Inspectors fee and the LAA 
paperwork fee, typically around £400 plus any parts and consumables 
required. 
To ensure safety an LAA aeroplane must undergo regular servicing and 
inspections performed to an accepted schedule, typically the LAA 
tailored (to type) maintenance schedule. Essentially an aeroplane must 
undergo a 50hr/6-month inspection and a deeper 100hr/Annual 
inspection with the latter being performed and signed off by an LAA 
appointed inspector. On completion of the annual inspection and sign off 
the LAA will then issue a new “Permit to Fly” for another 12 months. 
A 50hr/6month (whichever comes first) inspection may be carried out 
and signed off by the owner and typically would include an oil change 
together with a general inspection of the engine bay and airframe along 
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with general lubrication, tyre pressures and condition, functionality of 
instruments and systems. 
Like all work on an aeroplane the inspection and any remedial work must 
be recorded on the relevant pages of the aircraftÕs engine and airframe 
log books with the date carried out, by whom and the owner/pilot who 
carried out the works license number. 
An annual inspection includes all the above, but 
goes much deeper and involves removing all cowls 
and inspection panels for internal inspection of 
controls and structure for wear, chafing, 
corrosion or any abnormalities. The aeroplane 
should be jacked for a weight off undercarriage 
inspection to show up wear in U/C joints, shock 
absorbers, wheel bearings etc. Control 
deflections are checked, electrical and hydraulic 
systems must all be checked for wear, chafe or 
any condition that may lead to failure. 
Propellers are typically removed to check for 
cracks or fretting in crankshaft tapers and hubs etc. There may also be 
specific to type inspections or replacement of time limited components 
and log books must be checked to ensure units such as magnetos, 
variable pitch propellers etc are within specified service periods. 
The owner/pilot can do most of this 
work initially as much of the time is 
spent removing covers, cleaning and 
looking closely at parts for any signs of 
unacceptable wear, cracking, missing 
locking items or anything posing a 
threat to safety. However, before 
reassembly begins an LAA inspector 
must double check everything and 
perform a compression test on each 
engine cylinder, recording the results 
for future reference to show up degradation as the engine wears.  
A flight test, which may be done by the owner, is performed to check 
climb rate, stalling speed and general handling and the inspector will 
review results and check all paperwork required to ensure the aeroplane 
is operated legally. 
At the end of the above tasks, reports must be submitted to the LAA by 
the test pilot and the inspector along with an application from the owner 
for permit revalidation. If all is in order the LAA will then issue a new 
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Permit to Fly for the next 12 months. 
What work may be carried out by LAA Owners/Pilots/Builders. 
As previously mentioned, the PFA, now LAA was initially formed to make 
it possible for people to build and fly light aeroplanes at much lower cost 
than they could fly using club aeroplanes operating on C of A 
certification. In those early days home-built aeroplanes were built using 
approved plans from which the whole structure was built from scratch. 
This was a laborious task where every wing rib was built up from small 
section parts glued together in a jig. A fuselage may have been made 
from sheets of thin plywood with stiffening structure glued onto the 
sides before they were joined or it could be made from steel tube parts 
assembled in jigs that would first have to be made before getting an 
approved aircraft welder to join them. Indeed, it was really very similar 
to model aircraft building at the time. The aeroplanes produced were 
generally simple types with small engines and basic instrumentation. The 
finished structure would typically be covered with Irish linen, doped and 
painted as was common in many civil types of aeroplane then. This 
process was slow and could take many years. 
Over the years modern materials and machining methods have given 
builders many more options. Aeroplanes are more commonly sold as kits 
now with very few people building solely from plans only. There are 
designs using glass and carbon fibre where the main components of the 
airframe are normally pre moulded. More prominent lately are the “Flat 
Pack” kits made possible by developments in numerical controlled 
machining and these types are typically all metal. The ability to drill very 
accurately positioned holes in sheet metal panels already cut accurately 
to size means that the structure is essentially “self-jigging and aligning”, 
so the elaborate and expensive jigs used to build metal types in the past 
are no longer required. Many kits may also be bought in part-built options 
to speed up the finishing process and these modern types are typically 
using more powerful engines and are equipped with instrumentation and 
engine management systems that would only have been found in airliners 
a few years ago. 
Whatever the type and construction it is possible for a builder to 
produce the whole aeroplane under the watchful eye and regular 
inspections of an official LAA inspector who will sign off the work at 
each stage. 
When completed the owner may then carry out most of the regular 
service and repair tasks, and since the LAA fleet has been able to accept 
some of the vintage commercially produced aeroplanes that are no longer 
supported by their manufacturers the LAA also now permits restoration 
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and maintenance on these types. 
Essentially the pilot owner of an LAA type may carry out restoration and 
maintenance of most parts of the aeroplane. He must however work to 
the designers/companiesÕ drawings and specifications and only use the 
specified parts and materials of the original design. All parts and 
materials must be traceable to ensure their correct grade and 
provenance. Some “new old stock parts” that have lost their paperwork 
may be acceptable on LAA types, but must be suitably inspected to 
ensure they are genuine and safe to use.  
Areas such as engine bottom end and 
cylinder overhaul would still normally 
be done by an approved engine shop 
or engineer. Certain tasks such as 
welding of airframe structure must 
always be done by approved aircraft 
welders, although a keen builder can 
get the qualifications to do the work 
himself if he wants. Any work that 
involves disturbing flying or engine 
controls must undergo a dual inspection with both inspectors to sign the 
work sheet. 
The LAA maintains records of all annual inspections, repairs and 
approved modifications to an aircraft on its fleet and when a request for 
permit revalidation is received will ensure that paperwork, maintenance 
and performance are all up to 
date and as expected before 
issuing a revalidated Permit to 
Fly. 

John Coker 
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 THE SIDE ROADS OF TRANQUILITY 

I am sitting in partial darkness, although light is trying its best to 
illuminate the windows.  Quite in awe of this place, emotional and 
physically moved by the atmosphere of peace and tranquillity to be found 
here. Outside I can hear the birdsong coming through the door which is 
always open, there is such beauty and diversity to be found outside, so 
many species of avian to be heard. I have found complete relaxation in a 
special place that was unknown to me just half an hour ago.  I am in the 
tiny old church of Saint Catherine of Siena, eventually found after 
searching lane and path around this 
place, not that I am troubled, for this 
is such a lovely village to investigate. 
It is not often that you lose a church 
but here it is to be found among the 
trees and birdsong. No grand steeple 
to act as your guide, rather a small 
square tower with roof on this 
eleventh century masterpiece. The 
small graveyard that surrounds this 
ancient building has a shallow chalk 
stream running along the bottom past the modest war memorial, tiny fish 
are darting here and there. Once again, I pause and watch, for I have 
been here for some time now, just letting the beauty of this fold in the 
South Downs National Park soak into my soul.  

Today I have followed a route west along the A272 towards Midhurst in 
Sussex. A road made vaguely famous in a book entitled “A272 An Ode To 
A Road” written by Pieter Boogaart, a slightly odd and eccentric 
obsession for a Dutchman and his wife. By the time I turn left and south 
towards Chichester, I am following a familiar V8 Ford Popular which hails 
from Crawley. A few 
miles further and we 
both turn right into 
Bell Lane and the Bell 
Inn that sits on the 
junction. Directly 
opposite on the other 
side of the road is the 
Milestone garage, its 
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  name signifying another link to the past.  Petrol pumps long gone, 
replaced by a small selection of used cars including several classics.  

Cocking is a village easy to drive through, there by missing the wisteria 
covered cottages at odds with the alignment of the road and houses, 
windows and doors painted in the yellow of the Cowdray Park Estate. 
Intriguing lanes and paths lead left and right towards the rolling hills.   

After parking up, the Bell provides a good English breakfast taken 
outside with the rain thankfully holding off although the sky is grey and 
threatening. Sadly only a few people have arrived by this time, so after a 
short inspection of the few cars around 
me I head off to explore the village.  

By the time I get back a few more cars 
have arrived including a supercharged 
240 bhp Triumph TR4, beautifully 
finished by a chap who owns a classic car 
restoration company in the next village.  
A white TR2 stands beside, for sale.  

The lady with steam lorry is eff-ing and 
blinding talking to friends as it was being 
recharged with coal, thick smoke fills the car 
park and lorry cab. CanÕt be any bees nesting 
in there, or much else I am thinking to myself 
by way of a tangential though. On my way 
back to my car I had dropped into the tiny 
village shop for take away cake and coffee.  
The charming owners served me and we 
talked a while about providing a vital service 
to the village and how difficult it is at times. 
Yet they smile cheerfully as they struggle to 
make a living.  I pay them cash.  

Slightly put off by the smoke as I am sitting in the car, I put the 
delicious piece of carrot cake to one side in its box and drink my coffee 
as people stop by to chat. One, it transpired, used to work with my next-
door neighbour when he was living and working Derby. He knew that my 
neighbour had just just gone to Spa in Belgium for the classic car racing 
in his MX5 as both his MGB GT and TR6 had failed him due to various 
technical issues. As the conversation ensued, it dawned on me that we 
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were both talking about the same person, which was slightly a weird 
coincidence. The second was a very interesting elderly gentleman who 
had owned any number of historic vehicles including a 1926 Autocrat. (I 
had to look that one up) He talked of cars, horses and adventures with 
them in Chile and Argentina and our mutual admiration of working 
GauchoÕs (Argentinian cowboys of the traditional Spanish style also 
known as Cowboys of the Pampas). He told me that finally gave up riding 
at the age of eighty which is impressive.  We parted with a shake of the 
hand as he ambled off to find his family supported by his walking stick.  

Local people and a few more cars had arrived by lunchtime as the 
barbecue was being served across from me in the car park with many 
crossing the main road in search of lunch.  It seemed quite strange that 
the event was taking place on both side of a busy road. Overhead a red 
kite circled as angry jack daws surrounded and harassed it, although it 
did not seem bothered by them.   

Early afternoon had arrived and the sun was beginning to break through 
the clouds as I decided to leave.  The journey home was a large loop 
south through rolling fresh green hills up to Goodwood Racecourse and 
Motor Circuit down the other side. East along the A27, then back over 
the Downs though winding country roads and pretty villages passed 
water meadows and over narrow bridges.  This really has been my 
favourite route for many years, especially in an open car where you are 
so close to all that surrounds you.  

In many respects, as a car show, this has been a bit of a non-event 
despite the best efforts of those involved, hopefully a bit of money was 
raised in aid of the community and businesses within the village. 
Personally though, it has been good for me. I had a chance to talk to 
some really interesting people that I would have not otherwise met, I 
have been uplifted and inspired by my surroundings all because I went 
out in my NG TA which, in turn, inspired me to write these words.  

It is about the journey as much as the event.  

Dave Woolgar 



 

33 

 
 
Off to see the Veterans 
The first Sunday in November has arrived, and so itÕs off to see the 
London-Brighton Veteran car run again, with the prospect of meeting up 
with other NGs and NGers this year.  
A dry and mild morning this year but, 
sadly, little prospect of sunshine so I 
headed along the M25 and down the 
M23 to my usual spot at the top of the 
hill up from Crawley. Ian Clark, in his 
ex-Tony Bell TF, arrived shortly 
before the first of the veterans, an 
1899 Panhard et Levassoir, came 
through just before 9 oÕclock 
A few minutes later we were joined by Mike and Krysia in their TD, now 
we were three.  
The frequency of the 
veterans passing had 
increased by now; the 
first, and oldest cars 
had left Hyde Park at 
7 oÕclock but by the 
time they were passing 
us some of the later 
starting cars, like this 
1902 Mors, were 
overhauling them.  
I have been coming to watch the Veterans for 
many years now so recognise many of the cars and 
keep a look out for them. I was pleased to see 
David Oakley on his 1899 Brown quadricycle going 
well having missed last year undergoing repairs 
after suffering steering problems the previous 
year and damaging a wheel and bending various 
other bits. No such calamities this year, in fact I 
found out later that he was the 12th car to arrive 
at the finish line, a great achievement.  
After weÕd been watching for about an hour the 
phone rang; our Chairman, John Watson, on the line to say that he had 
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missed our intended rendezvous in Handcross and was now in the next 
village, Staplefield. True to form heÕd located somewhere to get a bacon 
roll and a coffee! We agreed that he should stay put and weÕd come and 
find him once weÕd met up with the others. 
Moving on to Handcross we met up with the others but finding that there 
was no space to park decided to continue to Staplefield and find John 
Watson. 
Staplefield is a very popular viewing spot with a large green and a couple 
of nice pubs, although one of these was closed this year. The verges both 
sides of the road were packed with spectators and parked cars so we 
turned right hoping to find a gap but everywhere seemed full. We 
spotted JWÕs familiar TC BOW but no spaces, then as we turned along 
the north side of the green progress was brought to a halt by a 
manouevering Range Rover, what are they doing I thought? Then 
recognised Liz Lucy, organiser of the Moat gatherings, at the wheel and 
realised that she was lining up to fit between two parked cars and get 
onto the green. Best follow her! 
The three NGs parked up one row back from the roadside and shortly 
afterwards JW who had seen us 
arrive came and joined us, so now 
we were four NGs, plus Roy De 
Bois, without his TA as it was still 
“in the shop” and Bob and Angela, 
also NGless (but more than making 
up for it by arriving bearing trays 
of wonderful home made sausage 
rolls and cakes).  
Staplefield is on a lengthy downhill section and some of the veterans get 
quite a speed on.  
Although many of the body styles look far 
from sporting, such as this 1896 Raynaud (I 
donÕt think that the horses are long gone 
from this horseless-carriage), some most 
definitely are.  
This 1904 FIAT 100HP racer, subsequently 
developed to its current 130HP form in 
1907, making its first appearance in the UK. 
Its 16.2L 4 cylinder engine sounded 



 

35 

 
 
wonderful, felt as much as 
heard as each cylinder fired! A 
big smile on the face of the 
driver, although the passenger/
riding mechanic looked a little 
more apprehensive. 
As is the case every year itÕs 
not just the veteran cars that 
provide the spectacle. There 
are plenty of other classics and other vehicles of interest following the 
route, some, like us in our NGs, stopping for a while to watch, others 
travelling amongst them before doubling back to pick up another group. 
Among the classics following the veterans was this fine pair of Lagondas 

But itÕs not cars on the veteran run; the most applause and shouts of 
encouragement are give to the intrepid men, and women, making the trip 
from Hyde Park to the Brighton seafront on two wheels with nothing but 
leg power, many in period costume appropriate to the age of their 
mounts.  
I have enormous admiration 
for them. 60 miles up hill and 
down dale on a modern bicycle 
is one thing but to do it on a 
120+ year old bicycle with a 
single gear, and in many cases 
no free-wheel is something 
else entirely, ladies and 
gentlemen I salute you! 
Returning to four wheels, by midday the veterans were coming through 
thick and fast, well fast is a relative term, but certainly a steady stream 
of them, with a bit of overtaking needed to maintain momentum for the 
hills ahead, important when, in many cases, thereÕs not much power under 
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the right foot! 

Seeing all these wonderful old cars together gives a real indication of 
the pace of change in the earliest days of motoring, a comparison 
between a 1901 Albion below on the left with the 1903 Mercedes 
Simplex on the right is an example. The Albion with solid tyres, more 
stagecoach than car,  the Mercedes with pneumatic cars and looking 
capable of conveying driver and passengers with speed and comfort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By 1:30 the stream of veterans had reduced to a trickle and the 
spectators had started to leave but one of the highlight vehicles, for 
me, hadnÕt appeared yet. Then, amidst clouds of steam it arrived, the 
1896 Salvenson, built by a shipping 
magnate for use on his Scottish 
estate. In past years this amazing 
vehicle used to travel with all 
supplies of coal and water needed 
for the trip on a tender towed 
behind; the stoker on the footplate 
constantly shovelling, but now coal is 
left at various refuelling points in 
advance so the tender isnÕt needed.  
Just time for a last look round of the interesting spectator cars left 
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around the green. 
One unusual vehicle that caught my eye was a very nice Riley RM 
Shooting Brake, IÕve never seen one before.  I couldnÕt find anything to 
say who the coachbuilder was but it was very well executed. 

A Blower Bentley had found a soft spot at the bottom of the green but 
the efforts of a few enthusiastic pushers and bouncers got him out. A 
bit of entertainment to round off another great day. 

Charlie 
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A Christmas Tale 
On a dark Sunday evening on the 1st of December, a TA came to the 
rescue of Father Christmas.  
After a tiring afternoon of meeting and greeting excited children in his 
grotto on Hurstpierpoint village green, (also known as the bus 
shelter)  Santa found himself in a bit of a bind. No sleigh to take him 
back to Lapland!  The usual Rotary Club seasonal transport was off the 
road. What could be done, who ya gonna call?  Not Ghost Busters, but an 
Elf with a little green car.  
And so it was children, a TA saved the day and Santa was home in time 
for tea.  
This is all part of our village pre-Christmas celebrations, Santa Sunday. 
The High Street is closed for the afternoon and our traders and others 
set up stalls outside or open their doors to one and all for a child themed 
afternoon. A snow machine added to the atmosphere along with teacup 
rides, face painting, hook a duck and a magician.  Children could even 
have a go at wood turning. A brass band, two singers and three piece 
band kept everyone entertained and in the swing of things, helped along 
by the New Inn, Poacher and Hop Tub to name but three establishments 
that where very popular with adults. So everything to enchant the little 
ones and adults alike.  Another great village event and happy to help 
Santa out today, but did stipulate that a small additional charge would 
have to be made if he needed to go all the way back to Lapland! 
 
 
 

Dave 
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The Blue Train NG TA 

For those of you who do not look at the NG Group Facebook pages, and 
even those who do, an NG TA has been undergoing an extraordinary 
transformation in France under the skilled hands of Cyril Charles, see 
the front cover of this issue for photos of the finished car. 

Starting with a Marina based TA Cyril has, in his own words “tried to 
create the car that made me dream. 

I can't detail everything because it would be too long and I had to find a 
lot of tricks to overcome the different problems but it's a pleasure to 
share this with you” 

He posted numerous photos over the past year as work has progressed 
and I have included a few to give an idea of what he has achieved. 

A brief precis what he has done:  

¨ Cut the original TA body 
longitudinally and 
transversely to allow him 
to widen it by 
approximately 300mm and 
shorten it by a similar 
amount  

¨ Remodel the scuttle and 
bulkhead 

¨ Form a new screen and 
surround 

¨ Remodel the floor, 
including forming rear inner arches 
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¨ Construct new doors 

¨ Construct an integral 
hardtop to create a 
sports saloon body 

¨ Construct a new 
radiator surround, 
bonnet tops and side 
panels 

¨ Construct a luggage 
trunk 

¨ Re-engineer the front 
suspension to replace 
the original lever-arm 
shock absorber with a 
fabricated wishbone, a 
pushrod rocker-arm and inboard telescopic shock absorber 

¨ Modify the rear of the chassis and rear spring hangers   

The body style that Cyril has achieved pays homage to the famous 
1930 Speed Six coupe with three-seat coupe body by Gurney Nutting, 
commonly (although erroneously) referred to as the “Blue Train 
Bentley”. 

Cyril completed the car mechanically and body wise and was able to 
use it at the end of this summer but is taking it off the road over the 
winter to allow him to complete the interior, fit a large sunroof and 
add a few finishing touches to the exterior 
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 While such a radical reimagining of an NG is beyond what most owners 
would wish to undertake some of CyrilÕs techniques in the constructing of 
the bodywork will be of interest to those who have been thinking about 
building a hard top for their car so I asked him for some further details: 

“For the manufacture of the roof, we can summarize this in several 
stages.” 

¨ the manufacture of the 
metal structure with the 
precise desired shape. 

¨ then the installation of a 
honeycomb structure 
polyester panel heated 
with an infrared lamp (to 
allow it to be bent to 
shape over the metal 
framework)  

¨ all fixed by small iron 
wires. 

¨ then exterior covering 
with a layer of 700 gram 
carbon fibre and epoxy 
resin. 

¨ once the exterior shape is 
solid, it is necessary to 
empty the interior and 
redo a carbon envelope 
inside, the polyester nest 
remains I only remove the 
metal structure. 

¨ it is quite a long process to 
obtain the most perfect 
shape possible. 

¨ it is possible to putty 
(filler) between the 
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honeycomb polyester layer and the carbon 

¨ if there are fixing screws, metal sockets must be used to avoid 
crushing the honeycomb. 

“This honeycomb structure is used a lot on boats. It is intended to be 
laminated with fiberglass or carbon. The advantage of this 
manufacturing is the weight, for a removable roof it is more practical if 
it is light.” 

 

Cyril obtained the polyester honeycomb from  

https://boutique.quai-west-composites.fr/ames/110-767-nid-d-abeille-
polypropylene-epaisseur-6-mm.html#/74-epaisseur-10_mm 

For a UK supplier of a similar product 

https://www.cfsnet.co.uk/s-nnpthe%2d006/thermhex-pp-honeycombe-
2500x1200x6mm/ 

 

If a hardtop is to be constructed on a standard NG body, then the 
standard hood frame will be a good starting point for the metal 
structure referred to in the first item of CyrilÕs list. 

To make a removable hardtop there are additional considerations such 
as attachment to the windscreen frame, securing it to the body and 
what to do about doors or side screens. With the ingenuity of NG 
owners IÕm sure that solutions can be found and I hope that this has 
given some inspiration to you. 

Charlie Killick 
 With many thanks to Cyril Charles for information and photos and 
congratulations to him for the creation of his magnificent car. 
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Fitting Windscreen Wipers:  
The fitment of a fixed windscreen carries a legal requirement to fit 
washers and wipers. Courtesy of Charlie Killick three key points in 
respect of wipers are detailed below.  
1. Fit three wiper spindles (it looks better and gives a larger sweep). 
2. Use MG Midget LHD wiper arms; and 
3. Fit the wiper motor on the left hand side of the car (this enables you 
to fit a wiper motor without disturbing the ratÕs nest of wiring on the 
right hand side).  
I decided to comply with recommendations 2. and 3. 
Wiper spindle hole positions: 
I decided to simply mirror image the hole positions of the right hand 
side wiper set-up (shown in the original Build Instructions). I made the 
holes by drilling M3 then M6 and following up with a cone drill. Once the 
holes are made you need to angle them to take the wiper spindles, I used 
a large round file.  
Wiper mechanism parts: 
From the MGB Hive. 
Two speed 14W wiper motor (note it doesnÕt include the drive gear as 
these are standard motors and there are many different drive gears 
available) — £53.95  
Wiper motor loom — £9.95  
Motor clamp — £5.95  
Wiper motor mounting pad — £1.85  
Wiper rack (cable) —  £9.95   
Wiper Tube. (This is a single long length with a flare at each end and a 
captive nut for connecting to the motor) —  £21.95  
Two long wiper wheel boxes — £49.00  
Two chromed angled bezels — £10.50   
Two function toggle switch — £19.75  
From the MGB owners Club: 
Two LHD wiper arms and blades — £55.90  
Two wheel box spacers Part Number AHH5414B —£10.90  
From Staffordshire Vehicle Components: 
A 90° self parking gear and post for the 14W wiper motor — £46.50  
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Wiring the wiper motor: 
The Lucas 14W is a two speed self parking 
motor and to function correctly it needs 
wiring correctly. For ease I fitted a 6-way 
socket to the end of the wiper motor short 
loom.  
Wiring the two function switch: 

Making the wiper motor bracket: 
The first job was to remove CrackerÕs glove 
box and make up a plywood mounting bracket  
The bracket is secured to the bulkhead with 
M6 stainless fastenings. The two small metal 
brackets locate the forward end of the glove 
box base panel.  
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Making the wiper rack tubes: 
As purchased the tube is a single length 
and needs cutting into three separate 
pieces flared at both ends. The neatest 
way to make the flares is with a 
universal brake pipe flaring tool as in 
the photo on the right.  
I assembled motor, rack and spindles to check everything fitted 
correctly before installing, note the angled spacers on the spindles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wiper motor in position. 
To finish, bolt everything into place and 
operate the spindles through a few cycles 
then park (bear in mind that the first 
cable movement from park is push-not-
pull). Trial fit the wiper arms and make a 
note of how much further bending the end 
of the arm needs to correctly locate the 
blades. Bend the arms and fit the arms and blades in the correct (Park) 
position.  
 

Alan Myland  
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Another NG is born – at long last! 

My very first car was a Riley 9 Kestrel and this instilled a long interest in 
the Riley marque.  In particular I lusted after the Riley 12/6 MPH model. 
Unfortunately, I did not keep the Kestrel long as the engine was on its 
last legs and being an impecunious university student at the time I could 
not afford a rebuild.  Thereafter I enjoyed Triumph TRs for a number of 
years until life and circumstances necessitated a move to a conventional 
saloon and then hatchback cars. 
Some decades later, beginning to pine again for the sportscar experience 
I started to consider the possibility of building a Vincent MPH. A good 
facsimile for the Riley, Vincent kits were made by Dwornik Engineering 
based at Chiseldon near Swindon. Generally powered by 1600 Ford 
engines some used the straight 6 from Triumph Vitesses.  Following a 
test drive on one of Tony DwornikÕs demonstrators, I became sold on the 
idea! 
However, after consultation with the powers that be, I was persuaded 
that building a kitcar in the small leaky wooden garage at the house we 
had moved to was totally impractical, so the idea was put on the back 
burner. 
Having a friend who was both an architect and a builder I asked him to 
draw up plans for a good size double garage, to include a preformed 
“MechMate” pit. 
Eventually, when this garage was built, I felt I was ready to start on a 
kitcar.  To my utter dismay, with the passing of time, Tony Dwornik had 
ended his Vincent MPH kitcar business! 
After a complete rethink and time spent looking 
at kitcar magazines I decided on the NG TF as 
having the vintage looks that I was after. Having 
been to a local kitcar show I took the plunge and 
placed an initial order in 2000 with John Hoyle 
for chassis, fuel system pack, springs, brake 
pack…. At the same time I started looking for a 
suitable donor vehicle. It did not take long to find 
a suitable 1972 MGB GT going cheap!  
My timing was not good as this was just before John sold the business on 
to Imex, so my purchase of body pack, electrical pack, windscreen and 
exhaust was from them. 
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Later on, I would buy the seats and seatbelts and various other bits and 
pieces from Findhorn Cars. 
The change from SVA to IVA test rules, meant, among many other 
things. that I had to get a new windscreen glass from Brasscraft (E 
marked instead of BS), pay greater attention to sharp edges and 
protrusions and ensure proper logic for the rear fog light operation. 
Luckily when I bought the bucket seats from Findhorn Cars in 2003 I 
was able to specify headrests! 
 When I started out, I found the build manual pretty comprehensive but 
there were a few areas where things were not entirely clear, luckily, I 
came across Chris HumphreysÕ excellent website NGKITCAR.CO.UK and 
found that the detailed photographs and descriptions of his build were 
of immense help. 
In the first years, progress was good, helped by my younger son, first 
dismantling the somewhat tatty MGB 
GT donor car, refurbishing the key 
components and getting the engine 
professionally rebuilt by Oselli. 
Thereafter it was not too long 
before I had all the major 
mechanical components added to the 
chassis and the body tub in place, 
ready for the myriad of holes to be 
drilled or cut out. 
It was after that, that there was a lengthy hiatus! From the outset I 
had decided that it would be a good idea to have doors as I foresaw that 
as the years progressed getting in and out would become progressively 
more problematic!  However, I was concerned that the cutting of doors 
would significantly reduce the rigidity and strength of the body and 
decided that steel reinforcement around the door openings and within 
the doors themselves was essential. First – buy a MIG welding machine, 
then practice until a reasonable quality of weld was achieved (I have 
never really become what one might call proficient!). 
I was equally nervous about cutting the door shapes in the body which 
had to accurately match the fibreglass frames provided for the inner 
sills of openings and doors.  
I have to admit that several years passed with little to no progress until 
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a local friend (an MGA owner) said he was keen to get involved and I soon 
found that two heads and four hands made car construction so much 
easier and more fun!  In the end I cut the doors with electric jigsaw and 
careful use of hardboard templates.  Reinforcing made from square 
section steel tubes were welded up 
and then fibre-glassed into place.  
One particular advantage of the 
steel frame was that both sides of 
the door hinges were able to be 
bolted through steel rather than 
just fibreglass.  Even so, adjusting 
the hinges to provide the door with 
a good even fit all round was still 
quite a challenge!  
Having then to dismantle every 
body part to get them to a local 
paint-shop seemed like a step 
backwards, but a few weeks later it 
was thrilling to receive the panels 
back with a beautiful blue finish. 
Now the final build up could begin. 
As I am sure many before me have 
found there are all sorts of issues 
and challenges to overcome along 
the way: 
For example, when I came to 
connect the brake fluid reservoir 
I found I only had one plastic 
adaptor to go into the dual 
circuit master cylinder instead 
of two!   
It was difficult to establish 
make and model of the master 
cylinder and I hunted in vain 
online for these little adaptors.  Eventually my son found that Porsche 
spares had the exact same piece so I guess my NG is probably the only 
one to contain Porsche parts! 
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 Once I had established the final position of the steering column I 
realised that the MGB steering lock built into the column mounted 
ignition switch would not work. According to the IVA regs an alternative 
was a two circuit immobiliser.  Of course, by this stage the dashboard 
was already fitted complete with the wiring loom, switches etc. 
Retrofitting a Thatcham approved Cobra immobiliser therefore involved 
much upside down contortions in the footwells to connect up the twelve 
wires involved!  (It works a treat so well worth it!). 
When it came to wiring the rear fog light I decided that the easiest way 
to achieve the correct logic for switching on/off was to incorporate a 
relay module from Car Builder Solutions! NB itÕs also important to check 
that the vertical and horizontal positioning of the lights comply with the 
IVA rules! 
On the topic of lights I adjusted the headlamp beams as well as I could 
by simply looking where the beams fell on the garage end wall! To my 
surprise when I took the car for a precautionary MoT test before the 
IVA, their beam tester showed I had got the alignment spot on! 
As I was not using the MGB oil cooler it was necessary to connect 
directly between the block and the oil filter.  Due to the lack of space 
around the filter I opted to have a flexible pipe made rather than rather 
than a multi-bend rigid one. This pipe connected to the filter by a banjo 
connector (more on this later!). 
Although all the holes for lift-the-dot fasteners had been drilled I did 
not fit the studs themselves (that would have been a definite fail!) and I 
changed my eared spinners for worn octagonal ones! I did not fit the NG 
badge on the radiator cowl and my wife made nice padded leather covers 
for the metal spokes of the steering wheel and the central horn push. 
It is of course necessary to take oneÕs completed kitcar out on the road 
before IVA and Registration a) to undertake measurements for speedo 
calibration,  b) to get the chance to properly try the brakes! and c) to 
take it for an MoT test (optional – for peace of mind!).  It is worth 
checking with your insurer that you are covered for this! My insurer said 
that road use which was an essential precursor to getting through IVA 
and Registration was covered by my policy. 

Nick Houston 
Read about NickÕs IVA adventures in the next issue 



 

50 

 
 

 
2024 Department of Transport update on tyres.  
Following “my recent article on wheels and tyres, it has come to my 
attention that tyre age has been brought into the MoT inspection during 
2024. Checking the current requirements on the DoT website along with 
the checks on general condition and tread depth, the manual now states: 
Tyres over 10 years old at the time of test must fail if they are on: 

¨ any front steered axle 

¨ any rear axle of a minibus with a single wheel fitment 
So to remind you how to check how old your tyres are? 
Their ‘date of birthÕ is written on the tyre sidewall. Look out for a four-
digit code. The first two figures represent the calendar week in which it 
was made (from 1 to 52) and the second two figures are the year of 
manufacture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, the code here of 1719 means that the tyre was made in week 17 
(between April 22 and April 28) in 2019.  
Tyres manufactured before the year 2000 show three figures instead 
of four. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-
passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/5-axles-wheels-tyres-and-
suspension#section-5-2-3 
(A lot of NGs, especially if they donÕt do many miles may well have tyres 
with plenty of tread depth left but which are well over 10 years old so 
do check yours before going for an MoT, but even if one isnÕt due give 
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your tyres a check when you rouse your car from hibernation. As tyres 
get older the compound hardens, grip and ride deteriorate. A new set of 
tyres can transform the driving experience. Ed) 
And so to another matter; 
 HAVE YOU SEEN THE LIGHT? 
At recent meetings the subject of blinding LED headlights has been 
raised and generally groused over. My journey back from the yard these 
dark evenings is often blighted by cars fitted with LED headlight coming 
towards me, especially on a downhill section of road where the oncoming 
vehicle is elevated in relation to my position.  
Last night I had a unique opportunity to test if this was just my aging 
eyeÕs or not. On this occasion not one single vehicle approaching me had 
LED headlights and I found  that I could still keep my eyes focused upon 
the near side of the road and to some distance ahead of myself using 
dipped headlights for the whole journey home.   
This is how it used to be before the advent of LED headlights and it is so 
important on this stretch of country road as I have come upon 
pedestrians walking beside this road that has no footpath and no verge in 
places either, very frightening.   
Why does no one wear hi-viz? But thatÕs another grouse! 
LED lights are brilliant (pun intended) when used correctly, but I am of 
the opinion that LED headlights only contribute to the road safety of the 
user not other drivers. As such I am very pleased to read that the 
Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) in Berkshire is independently 
investigating the impact of bright lights on other road users. They will 
equip a vehicle with instruments that measure the light levels in the same 
way other drivers experience them. This vehicle will also monitor ambient 
light and weather conditions at the same time as the test runs are being 
carried out. 
The Transport Research Laboratory will report its findings to the 
Department of Transport in the spring together with recommendations.  

Dave Woolgar 
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 In "HISTORIC" The Magazine of the Federation of British Historic 
Vehicle Clubs, Issue 4 – December 2024 the FBHVC who represent the 
interests of historic vehicle clubs and are in regular discussion at 
ministerial level, Lindsay Irvine reports as follows:   
Road Pricing, VED and the Budget 
Should we be grateful for small mercies? There were some fairly 
pessimistic predictions for the petrol/diesel motorist before the latest 
budget. On the whole not all of these have come to pass. Our principal 
focus has been to ensure that the zero rate VED remains untouched for 
vehicles in the historic vehicle class and that is indeed the case. A 
further benefit is that the now lengthy freeze on fuel duty also remains. 
This should be contrasted with fairly eye watering increases in other 
motoring related taxes partly driven by Treasury need for more money 
and partly driven by the need to incentivise EVs. Thus, while EVs will for 
the first time become subject to VED at the standard rate next year 
(with a £10 charge in year one), there are large increases for ICE 
vehicles emitting more than 75g/km CO2, and particularly in first year 
road tax. For luxury cars emitting more than 255g/km, first-year road 
tax rate doubles from £2,745 to £5,490. 
Depending on your perspective, Road Pricing did not feature in the 
Budget at all. The Chancellor did not accede to the urging of various 
“Think Tanks” nor the Chair of the National Infrastructure Commission. 
Their belief is that the concept is inevitable as the numbers of ICE 
vehicles decline along with the fuel tax they pay and the numbers of EVs 
(who donÕt pay) rise. They spice up their vision by making the assumption 
that the Treasury would see the justice in road pricing replacing fuel 
duty and VED entirely. They are reported as seeing “politics” as the only 
bar as they see the economic case as unanswerable. The problem is that 
as in 2007 when the concept was rejected in a petition signed by 1.8 
million, the general public do not believe that the Treasury would scrap 
fuel duty and VED, and that road pricing would be on top. 
In the absence of any current enthusiasm on the part of government, it 
is hard for us to construct any arguments about the status of HV 
exemptions in relation to road pricing, but we are hopeful a case could be 
made. Let us see where this one goes if the government remains short of 
funds and the enthusiasm of the private motorist for EVs remains 
attenuated. For a full and, if I might say, impressive exposition of this 
topic, can I refer you to Edition 3/2022 (of “HISTORIC”) 
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 Insurance—a Cautionary Tale 

During the high winds of Storm Darragh a tree fell onto a car parked on 
a friendÕs drive breaking the rear window and denting panels in numerous 
places, When the insurance company were contacted they noted, from 
the DVLA MoT records, that the estimated annual mileage stated when 
the policy was taken out had been exceeded and in consequence their 
settlement of the claim would be reduced by, I believe, 50% (the 
argument that if only theyÕd been driving it more it wouldnÕt have been 
parked and so the tree wouldnÕt have landed on it fell on deaf ears!) 

Many of us with NGs have them insured on classic car or kit car policies 
with limited mileage, my own has a 5000mile limit. When I took my TC 
for its MoT in November I noticed that mileage since the last one had 
exceeded the 5000 miles, although as insurance renewal is from the 
beginning of May I had done only 4680 miles under my current policy!  

Time for a call to my insurer (M R Bloor) to up the limit since there was 
no way on earth that IÕd do only 320 more miles before May! The initial 
response was that 5000 miles was the upper limit, but when I said that 
IÕd have to cancel the policy and find another they said “leave it with us, 
weÕll see what we can do”. A little later the reply came back that my 
limit could be extended to 7000 miles for an additional premium of 
about £20, a great relief. 

So, while you may not worry much about your mileage limit, itÕs if you 
have cause to make a claim that youÕll get bitten. Check what limit is on 
your policy and keep an eye on your mileage, some policies have as little 
as 1500 mile limits and itÕs surprising how quickly that will be reached if 
you start going to regular breakfast gatherings never mind any longer 
trips.   

Better safe than sorry, check your policy and your mileage. Just as 
importantly check what youÕve given as an annual mileage estimate for 
your everyday car, you may not think of it as a limited mileage policy but 
the insurance companies are always on the lookout for reasons to reduce 
your claim! 

Charlie 
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FOR SALE 

 

 

NG Parts for Sale: 

One of my passions is NG Kit Cars and in my search for the ideal cars, a TA and 
TC (which I now have) I have accumulated a lot of parts. The following are 
offered for sale.  

Two MGB 4-Synchro Gearboxes with LH Overdrive with black label/data plate. 
£125 each. 

Two MGB ‘BÕ Series Engines. They have not been stripped so condition is unknown. 
(Missing manifolds carbs and distributers). £100 each.  

Might be willing to strip one engine if enough interest in the parts 

Collection only from PE4 6DE (north Peterborough). Although I may be able 
to deliver if the destination matches one of our campervan journeys. Alan 
Myland 07932 655 345 

 

Please refer to the NG Kit Car Group face book page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NG.Owners/ 
where the details of cars for sale are often posted. 
Remember to check that the car is correctly regis-
tered as an NG to avoid potential future problems 
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TD For Sale £7500 

 
 

For sale my NG TD roadster: 

Registered as a historic vehicle. 1966, tax and MOT exempt, ULEZ 
exempt, 1.8 MG Engine, 4 speed with overdrive, unleaded head 
conversion, starts first time, drives perfectly. 

Just had 5 new tyres and tubes. New brakes calibers, pipes etc. No oil 
leaks, lovely patina, silver exterior with black interior.  

Viewings welcome in Old Coulsdon Surrey.  

07714897100 
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Parts for Sale  
Wide type front cycle wings. Trial fitted only. To suit 235 x 17 tyres. 
Never used, in as new condition. 
Located TS15. 
£85 + postage 
Happy to post to anywhere globally. 
Paul Paton 
07919 876926 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remaining NG Parts Stock; A message from Richard Langford: 
Hi All 
I purchased from Mark Sadler the NG bits he had left (he had a TC 
carpet set I wanted). 
I had been purchasing bits from Mark as they appeared to swap on my 
TC and TF. Mark has been very helpful. 
Message or email me (richard.langford2000@gmail.com) for bits and 
pieces. I have a list that I try and post. I will try to keep the prices the 
same as MarkÕs (as they were sensible). Primarily I want to break even. A 
teenager from few houses down is keen to post/wrap so that will be an 
additional cost. 
My aim is to slowly list the parts on ebay - for long term visibility as well 
as on the Facebook group page. 
I also have the patterns and templates for the hoods and interiors – and 
will try and find a way to make electronic versions. They can be 
borrowed. 
Richard 
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Hi All, 
I've taken the few moulds I have to Fibrecraft  
(https://www.fibrecraftuk.com/) . 
These are the front cone (TC, TD, TF), rear valance (TC,TF,TD), set of a 
wide cycle wings (9.5" front, 10 3/4 " rear, with lights on rear). I also 
have the light bowls and will take these too. 
The cost I have been given for the front cycle wing is £80, rear is £90 
and nose is £110. 
Will update post once I have a costing for the valance. 
I also have a set of the wide cycle wings without the rear lights (again 
9.5 and 10.5 inches, front and rear) and a narrow set that could be used 
to make set of moulds. I am happy to take these but the costs would 
need to be shared between numerous members. (Message me if want to 
contribute to the moulds being made). 
If you want something making contact Peter at Fibrecraft directly.  
Richard 
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And Finally…… 

While today some would rip out the internal combustion engine and 
replace it with an EV unit to “modernise” a classic, in a similar way in a 
bygone age, out went the horses to be replaced by….  

 

 

 

 

If you have any suitably bizarre photos for inclusion in “And Finally…” 
IÕd be very pleased to receive them, Charlie 
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